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VERY body hs A 
eee ee and there are ſome 
ſtrokes in it, which mark the hand too plainly for it to have 


themſelves the trouble they have done to let us know who was 
the author. Modern patriots have their marks as well as the 
jent ones. Johnny Wilkes will live and die Johnny 


in tropes and figures; which make no more impreſſion on 
the mind than water colours do 'on the canvas : a little at- 


pure water obliterates the laſt. 


Your put dill 1 the Gina quot af Deng 
hy N 
the king of Tanjore. | OI 5 | 


© Your extenſive reading farniſhed you with e in 
F i abundance of tributary kings keeping in their pay the peda- 
gogues of Greece and Italy ; and you could deviſe no reaſon 
made famous from its having been adopped by the orators of 


L e ; 


„ 


A 2 


+ Your 


been 'miſtaken, without the neceſſity of your friends giying 


Wilkes. And whilſt Mr. Burke can ſpeak or write it will be 


tention to truth als pla oo omar a ues - 


, why the patriots of Britain ſhould not benefit by a profeſſion 


Athens and of Ro:ne—ſo extended your patronage from New | 


E TIE AO Iu OO Or On ue Tue 
v wt N " * 3 1 4 , . p 
J , N * 


| ee by the fame means which he himſe 


ta) 


Your chairmati, warmed by the high military fame 
he wo Spring his command abroad, ſeems de- | 


to them the Mr Gp N experience As RE whilſt | 
in their ſervice in India; where, having learnt from his own 


practice, that claiming! an excluſive right to trade in ſalt, a 


neceſſary of life, tea and china, mere luxurious commo-— 


dities, and cotton, a raw material, without which the manu- 
eee eee 


1 


whether military or civil, raifing themſelves to opulence er. 


Your friend Mr. W. B. 13 feels it neceſſary do corre 
and amend the courſe of juſtice in Bengal. well knowing 
that a certain prefident of one of the courts. of Adawlet, was 
brought before the ſupreme court of judicature, ſoon after its 

firſt erection, and obliged to refund three eighths of a ſmou- 
land pounds which the moderate magiſtrate had taken for his 
ſhate from a complainant in whoſe favour N decreed A 
cauſe for e thouſand rupees. 


7 0 


= you * the above fact anthanticated, aſk a man "lo 


to your noſe, who in Oober, 1774, was leading hounds i in 
couples about the town of Calcutta, but fince paſſed through 


the law as the firſt qualification, and then, through a corrupt 
borough, into the ſenate. houſe, and now fits employed with 


the, above worthies, to attack the virtues of a man, of whom, in 


their former lucrative occupations, they Roog 1 in the utmoſt awe 


* 


15 ft 


T "io give i wo committees that 26 of credit, which their 4 
legated power from. parliament ſeems to entitle them. to, all the; 


4 <4 


ended "in their deriched capacity, ſho ſhould be ſo 
a coο 


* 


- 
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has made uſe of. 
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* fo temperate, . impartial, A free from 8 
of perſonal enmity or party ſpleen to the perſons whoſe con- 


duct they are about to enquire into, as not to leaye a doubt 


on the mind of their readers that their paſſions were in the 
leaſt byaſſed in favour or disfavour of the parties concerned. 
Without ſuch conviction on the minds of the people, inflam- 
matory declamations, entitled reports from committees, will 
but recall to their remembrance thoſe diabolical inſtruments 
of tyranny, invented by the Tudors and practiſed by the 
Stuarts, the high commiſſion court and ſtar chamber, or that 
yet more infernal E N 
e ee N | 
I conceive that d are firſt printed and mung 
ſome conſiderable time, to ſpread abroad and circulate amongſt 
not only the members of the houſe, but the people at large 
to give to the perſons intereſted or to their friends, ſhould 
they be abſent, time to offer ſuch reaſoning and argument'in 
their favour and defence as the nature and circuraſtances of 
bo caſe will admit. = 
I conceive that 1 + Hit of the houſe of commons, or 
21 other body of men, having in charge to inveſtigate a mat- 
ter.of fact, are bound as much by their honour, as a juryman 
is by his oath, to return a verdict according to their conſcience, 
and ſo help them God. It is true the report of the former, 
is mere matter of report, founded on parole evidence, and no 
further binding than as the houſe ſhall find it clear in its evi- 
dence, and impartial in the concluſions which have been drawn 
from that evidence; but a jury, influenced by paſſion” or 


ſwayed by prejudice, and perſiſting in their verdict, may, 
_ whilft the judge nods on the bench, hurry a fellow creature 


to his laſt account without a ſingle imperfection on his head. 


3 mn of honour, taken from a 
; body 


f 6 5 
body, once chodght by all Europe to be the moſt angelt aſfem- 
blage of ſelect ſpirits, repreſenting as noble and as free a na- 
tion. of people as ever appeared on the ſtage of the world. 
1 hope they are about to recover that character; to obtain 
i their predeceſſors fought to their knees 3 in blood. 91255 


We hare been told that the law of parliament is above all 
the lays of the land; and there haye been inſtances of their 
der which, in their conſequences, haye made ys feel that 
nig ſo——rand I may be told that, notwithſtanding the clear 
x 3nd explicit tide page of your report, which, ſeems, to a cm. 
+ mon underſtanding, to confine the committee to an enquiry 
into the ſtate of the adminiſtration of juſtice in the provinces 
- of. Bengal, Bahar and Oxxeſſa that, in fact, that is not the 

caſe, but that their powers of inveſtigation extends to all forts 

of concerns of the Eaſt India company, even down, to the 
pecviſh comphainings of one of their ſervants for FOES. 
| Ren 9 


Woes adirabe an, and thatit is not beneath the dig- 
nity of the committee to condeſcend to enter on the face of a 
| Fepoit, faid to contain matters purely juqicial, or to exhibit . 
in the appendix. of ſuch report certain papers containing the | 
mere political opinions of Mr. Philip Francis, it will not, I 
hope, be thought indecent in me, to contraſt ſome other of 
that gentleman's political opinions with them, and thereby 
ſhew bow neceſſary it may be for the legiſlative body of this 
country to know the true character of ſuch a man and the 
colour of his evidence, before they come to Ga 
WWA. . 
e {SB 7 
R 
judicial and political matter, that it will not be eaſy to ſeperate 
RVR. 
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werlt ob 
ſent into the world by fo h6ndurable'a committee. —— Whilſt 


finding that many of wem had been tranſplanted 3 into a work, 


of a committee of the ond braids T will examine 


| i iy ee hob Nee 


ſuch inſinuations and iunuendos were to be found only i in 


anonymous pamphlets and daily papers, they were ſuffered to 
die away with other traſh froth "the ſame quarter. ——Bur 


them with candour and with truth; and leave others to deter- 


mine on what principle and from what motives they have been 


introduced into the report of a committee, whoſe ſole "Ro 


pappe was an inveſtigation into judicial affairs. | 


The: followi 
bath ur ls dnt om Patt cr. 24 ECW dd ras, 
and T have ſubjoined, immediately to them, document No. 8, 


from the appendix of the ſame report: theſe quotations are of 


a nature, purely political, nor was it poſfible for the commit- 
ter to have underſtood them, or to make their readers un; 
derſtand them, without a compleat reference to the Eaſt India 


company's Bengal records, as far back as the 19th day of 
Odober, 1574 : ſuch omiſſion has a tendency to miſlead the 


18 2<atthts Lins bein Kaickfully Ry "Fig | 


opinion of perſons whoſe determination may be prejudicial to 


the honour of a gentleman, not now in a ſituation to defend 


himſelf.— No. 8, contains affertions yet to be proved; and 
is the production of a man long uſed to the habit of making 
bold -affertions, and then leaving them, like Bickerſtaff s pro- 
phecies, to ſhift for themſelves. If Sir, I do not prove this 
in ſeveral inſtances, before I cloſe this addreſs, I will be con- 
tent to he held in a degree of 'as much contempt for leaf 
making as Mr. Francis now is, And will W 9 
mme ts 4 


* , 
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n d Phe Mad Men, Kl 


; fad, That he landed at Dover the 19th of O& ober laſt.— 
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« And being aſked, How ſoon he fa the chairman of the 
« Eaſt India company after his arrival in London? he faid, 

„That on Saturday che 20th of October, he gave notice to 
«« the egen of directors of his arrival; he went to Mr. | 
« Sulivan, the chairman's houſe the ſame day, and on the 


« Monday be went to the, deputy | chairman, but, he ſaw 


« neither of them. Hearing nothing from the India houſe, 
« or any perſon belonging to it, except that the ſecretary 
4 acknowledged the receipt of his, letter, he went. again to 
<4 the chairman's houſe on the-12th of- November, and left 


* 


« a meſſage for him in writing, requeſting to ſee him; in 
« conſequence of Which he ,was ſq polite as to come to his 
«* houſe next morning; after that he wrote to him, and 
upon his laying his letter before. the court of directors, 
„ enn ar 


4 from him any information be mode. have to offer on the 
©? ſtate of the company's affairs, (Vide Appendix, No. 6.) 
« Accordingly, he went to. the. Eaſt India houſe, by ap- 


- pointment, on the igth. of November, and delivered thoſe 


*© gentlemen a paper of the heads of that information. which 
C be meant to give them, and gave them explanations as he 
« went on: And che witneſs begged to be permitted to lay a 
. copy of that letter before the committee (Vide Appendix, 
«© No. 7.)——And being aſked, What enquiry- was made of 
« him by the court of directors, concerning the ſlate of the 
"66" controverſy between the Goyernor- general and council, and 
the ſupreme court of judicature when he left Bengal? he 

0 faid, He had never been introduced. to. the court of, Di- 
« rectors, nor! called upon in any ſhape by wem When 
e be faw the chairman an 2 and deputy, they aſked him no 
4% queſtion Whatever v chis ſubject, nor, as well as he 
< can recolle&, upon any other That the chairman and 


2 79 chairman aſſigned ee, n, _— 
SP . 66,5 were 
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| «© Him to the court of directors he faid, It is his letter. 


Pa (9) 
&® were aſked of him upon this, or upon any other fubjeR ; 


„ Mr can he conceive what their reaſon! could be, unleſs 
* they were apprehenſive his anfwers might bring forward 


*« information, which they did not wiſh to ſee brought 
« forward; and the witneſs added, but this is mere con- 
« jecture. And being further aſked, Whether a let- 
«ter which appeared in the public news: papers, dated Cal- 
6 ' cutta, 12th October, 1780, ſigned Philip Francis, (Vide 
% Appendix, No. 8) is a juſt copy of any letter written by 


« And it being ftated to the witneſs,” That as he had ſtated 


= in his letter to the Court of Diiectors, that they Had ſuf- 
1 fered the company's fundamental principles of policy to be 


«" overſet, their inſtructions and orders, in various inſtunces, 
. to be diſobeyed with impunity ; that they had condemned 


4 the Governor - general, and another member bf the coun- 


& cil, in the ſtrongeſt terms; and charging alſo the Directors 


4% with various other neglects of duty, violations of pro- 
«© miſe, and other matter of a criminal and ſerious nature; 
«© he was aſked, Whetlier he knew or believed that the 


Court of Directors ever received that letter? be ſaid, The 


chairman told him they had That the chairman did 
not call upon him to ſupport thoſe charges by evidence, | 
“or to diſclaim them as groundleſs and injurious to the 
© honour of the Court of Directors; but he, the witneſs, - 


<< told him, he was ready and able to make them good 
c "That the chairman mentioned the letter ts him, as the 


„true and only cauſe that he was not received by the Court | 
=” of Directors, with thoſe public marks of civility and ap- 
10 probation to which he was otherwiſe entitled That 


«© he did not tell him any inquiry would be inſtituted into 


10 the ſubject matter of that letter, but rather intimated' to 
« him, that the Court of Directors had no intention to take 
ieee 
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And terms of, mat letter: in every. particular, and heljeves 
ber care aftablith_the;.trath of: his aſſertions by futicient. 

<< eridence That the orders of the company were not. 
4 ſupported and enforced: by the court of directors whilſt he. 


4% aß in Bengal That he thinks the aQs of parliament. 


late 10 - the; regulation: of the 2 6 India company in 

Sgeneralo,arr-;not; ſtrictiy regarded. Hnd heing aſked, 
„Win be- hald to he ihe principal cauſe of it b, he, d. 
< Mep,wha have ried orders, and ho, as, he thinks, 


neee That the ęnxęrſatiaon Vperig the 
: om uvatedita him that che Court of... nN 
nnd, 40 take; any, notice, of bis letter, dhe lach of 
eee paſſed at his houſe on the 13h of No 
| 7d vemher laſt.” - Ib 1 21 75030 fuori thin e 
24 218i £00475: . LEFT 5 10 12336674 100110 hr: ein — 
de eck e PEN 155 IL Neo 8. 2 
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e ee over fo e 1 ener 
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B. accpunts Jon, will reecive, of 2, duel. between 
Mrz H. d me, I Penne ill atrsctt fi 
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bes hace 
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« the cauſe of this event, with all the public acts or decla - 
7 rations of the members ofthis council, immetliately or 
6 feinötelj cchhestod wih it) Hontd appear! ful, beo 
* you, The" only fair and impartial method of bringing 


«them forward, is by laying befbre you, as I now do, au- 
v thentie extracts of ſuch our proceedings, asrhavye a fela- 
20 tion to Heth, nn RN 97/1 ft >> 


ou E fi ot nao nom 01. mrs N, 79% tors > 


4 The papers I hays are not and ey” 
« to polo yon of the nature and occaſion of the perſonal 
«© Jifferetite between Mri- Haſtings and me, bur will give 
ſtate af the company's affairs in 
«this part bf Tadiaj and ofthe" meafures which: have pre 


WET th — : 2 * . , 
2. ducsd it, us I truſt will make 2 deep impreſſion oni qour 
minds. 3 en 1 0s r ADC) A Trig ro 
_" 22 eln lig * Ar 6; 2 10 Dini its i rette ige; XS 


7 7 — ndemrouring e the fatal ſteps 
«which have been taken in the Hit three yrars by this go- 
* , and by rhe preſidency of Bombay but 1 
% ould Bot aHderui des anſweer for the ſucceſs: of our pre- 
"36 Teri endeavours; becauſei a Hght ſyſtem i may be attempt- 
<6 ed too late, or the nieans taken ãn purſuit of ãtꝭ may 
& not be the wiſeſt that might be choſen. In our circum- 


teaſtulicks „At i very diffeuft to ſuy what plan ds Ixely to 


* 66 ſucteeſ, ort wit plamis ſres from vbjeftion: I ſhall con- 
tribute my nvies and aſſiſtancs a dong as I rcontinge in 
24% tlie c jut I wilt not embarraſa tlie execution · of 


V meaſures wh may prevail againſt my opinion; by a 


e uſtcleſd, perkiaps a dangerbus, oppoftion to in. My efforts 


to prevent uit diſtreſs which has fallen upon yaur affairs, 
- *%7 were eferted; without remiſſion, during a long: period, 
% in which otheyo might have: been of eſſential oſerviae 0 
846 4 vouß: if Mey had either! böen regardecd here, oni furforted 

6e from Hothe,”” Vo have fuffeteũ i then campany s funda- 


wt 1 X22 e lee eee Ie t oy W 


E. sd 1 * | D 


| No 467 1 12, 5 Saks 
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4 tions to the Governor - general and council to be violated, 
« and your own ſpecific orders, in various inſtances, to be 
4 diſobeyed with impunity. You! have heaped condemnar 


. on, fiom hear to year, on the Governor-general and | 


4 another member of your council, in the ſtrongeſt terms 
4c that ever were applied to men, poſſeſſing fo high a truſt 
«© and ſtation, and not inſtantly diveſted of both, You have 
«6. alfo been pleaſed to favour the late Sir John Clavering, 
„Colonel Monſon, Mr. Wheeler, and me, with repeated 
«© affurances of your approbation of our principles and con- 


| 4 duct, and with repeated promiſes of ſupport. - You have . 


e given us reaſon to expect definitive orders: and regulations 
«© on many important ſubjects, which have never been ſent ; 
- © particularly in an inſtance of the firſt magnitude and im- 
5*-portance; in Which you have declared to us, That the 
Big eee be neceſſary for you to take in 

<< conſequence- thereof, in order to retrieve the honour of 
+ the: company, dad e prevent the like abuſe from being 

<< practiſed in 1 your mn me 
AE GH a e FFP 
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| 23. Gro bo init afar 
5 — — the concluding ſtate of facts is, that 
:< the men whoſe conduct you have ſo condemned, have 
. never received any ſeriots proof of your diſpleaſure; but 
on the contrary, have been continued in truſt and ſtation 
* by a new appointment; and the principles and meaſures 
which you have conſtantly reprobated, have been ſuffered 
e to; prevail and operate, from year to year, to their pre- 


_ *#* ſent concluſion, in the face of your: omn orders and in- 
- '**-firvftions, againſt the moſt ſtrenuous . oppoſition in the 


. council ; and-notwithſtanding the ſtrongeſt remonſtrances, 


| Ch a accompanied with the cleareſt 8 
fo * eee, | 


- * 


— — — — 


„ / E. A. 


trig) 


1 explanations of the real late of affairs here, which ave 
* been ſent home by every means in my power, fince my 
« arrival in the country. Look back to the ſituation 
+ of your affairs, as long as Sir Jobn Clavering's efforts and 
4 mine had weight enough to preſerye the peace of India, 


6 to which, in the firſt article of our inſtructions, you Or- 
6 dered us to fix our attention, and compare it with” that 


* to which an oppoſite policy, permitted, if not encou- 
„ raged, by yourſelves, has reduced them. Every ſtep that 


| ** led from one to the other, was regularly marked to you 


5 Every event that has happened was 
* foretqld. I will not now predict to vou what is likely 


4 to be the condition of all the company's poſſeſſions in 


% India: At the time when you will receive this letter, 


| r have facts enough beſoes- e 1 2 
K * 


The firuggle to which 1 have Arn WS 


* long without abs and in which I have facrificed my 
t repoſe and the peace of my mind, to no purpoſe, is now - 


<« at an end. In the courſe of three months I mean to 


% quit Bengal, and return to England, where it is poſſible 
my preſence may be of ſome uſe to the company, though 
$6 it is of none here. | . 


1 | « ] have the Honour to be, 


Gentlemen. 
#6 von moſt obdien batte S. 


„ (Signed) P. FRANCI 8. 


" Think i it would be leg of time mercly to inform you 


by who this Mr. Philip Francis is, others may not be ſo 


Pell read in Aſiatic politics, therefore I think that a fimple and 


conciſe 
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Sopneils, and ſpread ; a Jpirit of Hfroupnt 3p and diſunion i in T 


| fingled out by miniſtry and appointed with Meſirs. Haſtings, 
and Barwell, to form a council general, with à controuling 


has; Ia; £0442 8 T6193 ; > 7 457 


{ 14 ) 

ciſe re C 

— 2 the AL ts” in "the 0h . os Ib 
ho! it lace in . report” 28 


Sn e 4d 


1774s 4, when the evil 


ov bak: 


bns ona 2 (21535485 ; 
A we D "of af gr : 
genius of Great: -Bri rain FE, rriumphant over the national 


the.provinces of 1 Oriental and N AK 
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Jon, and Mr. Philip, Francis, A \ clerk from 1 the war- office were 


Nef, all the other 1 in India, they ' were to 


Jhold their appointrents and fucceed in turn, to_the govern» Bl 
ment independent. ee e 
not pais without ſome Arruggles | made by | the company, to 4 
maintain their natural and juſt rights to the nomination of — 
their own reſponſble ſervants; but the tame power that 8 
created the majority found means to export them, and it was 8 
curious enough to 6bſerve, three men, who contrary to the p! 
antereſt,- and to the inclination of many thouſand people, were -Þ 
forced upon them to manage ſeveral millions of their pro- F? 


Petty, ſteal ont of "the kingdom like felons on tranſports : 
,he Lettern world had been gorged with the filthy offal of a 
; miniſtty winted an addition of patronage 
; of greedy „and ft was fougfitfor 
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refſed down t to the water edge with the weicht of the judges, 
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of che Eaftern ſection of the globe as as It is of ſter 
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age of not quite heat thoſe babes des to S 
Rat 5 of the p provinces, arid to the © Peace 2442 
government of the inhabitants of Bengal, landed ät 1205 
on the 19th. day of October, 2774. At the 


Fo pave A 


1 85 of the general council to do buſineſs "the. Kich da day 


47 1 2113 Ain 


their 3 a Tigid, in ter temperate, and inveterate Oppo- 


iti. ory } &4 
general, fc ral, for the purpoſe « of arrying, on the current | buſinels | but 
Alſo the moſt ſevere { ſcrutiny was made, a: as wellas a retro retroſpective 


View taken, 1 into che meaſures of the late adminiſtration. Jie 
EEO which had 3 [ inpart been recommended by thecourt of direc- 
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in order to come dire iy to the true cauſe of Mr. Francis's. 
yriting the above letter ſo honouradly, made a number in the 


; Appands the report of th ee 


| The majority „ to uſe every means in 
their power to remove Mr. Haſtings from the government— | 
Innumerable were the charges of crimes of all denominations 
which they collected againſt him, and ſent bome to the 
miniſtry, and to the company, ine very ſhip thatwas diſpatched, : 
from their firſt arrival in Otober, 1774, to che failing of the 
| Anſon in April, 1775, the laſt ſhip of that ſeaſon from Ben- 
bal, 8 efles oh * 


r charges co | 
ſo ſhort a time againſt the governor general, by men of 
ſuch eſtabliſhed characters as General Clavering, and Colonel 
Monſon, alarmed every body at home, and no arts were neg- 
leQted to W 
thre TR... 55 3 2 55 
be bee N 8 1 
which the national honour was ſullied.— The involving the 
country in bloody, expentive, and endleſs war, —the employ - 
gi company's army to extirpate, rout out, and annhi- 
late whole nations of people, —the having in the courſe of 
"thirty months accumulated half a million of money, by every | 
mode of oppreſſion and peculation for his own private uſe and 
emolument, the prodigious waſte of the company's trea- 
[ fares, to gratify the avarice of his friends and dependants, 
with innumerable other charges amaſſed together- in whole 
volumes, in order tocruſh the governor general by the weight 
el their EIN | one eee, 
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this hour or ever was intended to be proved, as 1 ſhall make 


appear. in the courſe of this ſetter. 


(Ss e Euwpe, that the new and the old 
members in tlie adminiſtration of the government of Bengal 
would never draw together, and conſequently parties were 
formed in ſupport of both diviſions. The miniſtry, who 
had created the majority, were bound to the friends of Gene- 
ral Clavering and Colonel Monſon, to ſupport them in their 
Fower, (for Mr. Francis, let him ſay what he will, was 
too infignificant to be known or to be remembered in 


Europe —-his 1 importance grew out of his having a vote in 


the council at Bengal, which turned the ſcale there) and the 
whole weight of miniſterial influence was thrown into the 


balance in Leadenhall-ſtteet, and a majority of the directors 


wrought upon, to move the proprietors at a general court,. to 
addreſs the king to remove Mr. Haſtings from the govern- 
ment of Bengal, but the independent _ proprietors to their 


_ everlaſting honour, at two general meetings, called expreſsly 


for the purpoſe, refuſed to condemn a man unheard, who 
had ſerved them for twenty-four years, without one ſingle 
criminal act having been 8 time brought againſt 
bin. | 


© 'L k 4 
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l Me of the be Mie e mode of 


| attack, and the influence of the generals and colonels inte- 
reſt continuing to operate, che majority of the Court of 


Director had in charge to uſe the powers of their executive 
authority, to endeavour to drive Mr. Haſtings out of the 


chair, by the mere dint of their ſevetity, of obſervation and 


condemnation of meaſures, long fince paſſed, and moſt, if 


not all of them examined and approved by themſelves or their 


immediate predeceſſors ; but this was before they had come toa 


. e 
| foreign 
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foreign ſervice, was Seesen to the preſervation of and eon · 
tinuance in their own ſeats at home. iner, cruel, un juſt 
and pointedly ſevere was every one of their letters to Bengal 
againſt the Governor's formerly approved conduct, during 
the years, 1776, and 1777.— and nothing but a conſciouſ- 
nefs of innocence, an integrity of ſoul and a reſolution not 
to be paralled could have ſupported him againſtthe * 
pelting of ſuch mercyleſs maſters, 


In September, 1776, Colonel Monſon died, pee gave 
ſome ; ne 1 to the Governor-general, to amend and correct the 
company 8 deranged affairs, which had from October, 1774. 

| been ſuffered to run into great diſorder, whilſt the two lead- 
ing men in the majority of government, had, nothing in 
1 | s, in their heads, or at their hearts, but the 
Irjving Mr. Haſtings out of their way——— r. Francis 
indeed made better uſe. of his time and his temporary impor- 
tance, to ferve himſelf and friends, as, I may, take occaſion to 
mention. At home a, fixed determination had taken, 
place, that General Clayering ſhould have che goyer 
as ſoon as poſſible, and a gentleman, was fred on to fl the 
vacancy cauſed by the death of Colonel Monſon, who had 
been chairman of the Court of Directors and taken an actiys 
part againſt Mr. Haſtings. However, he did not arrive at 
Bengal, until after the death of General Clayering, who had 
in Auguſt, 1777, fallen a facrifice to diſorders, brought on 
by an intenſe application to an object which had kept his 
mind mind conſtantly diſturbed, and his blood, in a; degree of 
fermentation, inevitably. deſtructiye to a man at General 


2 * riod Was, IH. 


£232 3 # 
4 * * 
. * 

I AL 


Mr. Moni ay ed oo 1 


* 
1 » 


ry * My 5 * 
* l $4 2 
* 


£ 1 
_— di dk — 


3 — r . TE Eg > 


rn 


619) 

ſtories that chey heard of the conduct of Mr. Haſtings from 
nm Other ways how are we to account for their 

having adopted them for their own, by entering of them 
— the company's records, ——writitg accounts 
of them to the miniſtry and other friends in Europe, and 
aiding, abetting, and promoting the circulation of them 
amongſt all orders of men, throughout, not only this nation, 
and the continent of Europe, but into the cabinets of all the 
Aſiatic Princes, on the Peninſula of Hindoſtan. That 
they did fo is certain ! that the injury done thereby to the 


effects of their aſſertions, continue to operate on the minds 
of ſome men in this country, are ſeen by many ex- 
preſſions in the report of the committee, where Mr. 
Francis conſtantly attends, and with his uſual audacity con- 
Ne eg what he neither has, or can prove. 


Shall 1 hay who' feel for the mangled honour of an 
abſent man, be afraid to come forward in ſupport of his 


innocence becauſe the dead wanted charity, and the living 


are driven on by principles which they dare not avouch, to 
deſtroy his character in the opinion of his ſovereign! and fel- 
low ſubſets. Never. Leet party rage, and malevolence ſpit their 
| ered as T am in a coat of mail, formed of 
truth, 1 ſtand invulnerable to all their poiſoned ſhafts : 
whilſt 1 go on to bare to the bone, the motives of the dead, 

and of the living, which induted, and ebftitiue to indilis, 


the former, and the preſent two or three, who, have linked 


together, in tlie ſpirit of party, to blacken tlie unſpotted 
character of one of | the 4 2 . fubjects the Fg hath to 
a 21 75 am 
Tue . to y "oY of Mr. Haſtings, went on. 
a nth headed by Mr. Franc,” and fupportsd by Mr. 
C2 Wheeler, 


4 a6 Y 


'Wheler, and was continued to be  countenanced by the. 
managers from. home, until. the news arrived of the demiſe 
of General Clavering than and not till then, the 
ſpirit of oppoſition was diſcontinued in Leadenhall-Street, 
by orders from the Weſt end of the town. His competitor, 
for the government having ceaſed to exiſt. I he abilities 
and the integrity of Mr. Haſtings were allowed to have their 
due weight, for the time approaching, when the temporary 
act which appointed him Governor- general for the affairs af 
che company, at Bengal, for fixe years was about to expire, 


nmmother act to continue him in the chair for the year 


* * into a ly, with conſent of all parties, 


At Bengal the nene e abuſewhich had 
been heaped on Mr. Haſtings, in all the correſpondence from 
home, from the end of 17757 to the middle of 1778, was nat 
obſerved, to have intirely ſubſided in Europe, as on "= ha 
A there that n Claygring was oy; 


Z General Sir "as Coote had * ee to . 5 
place of General Clavering, and Meſlrs. ; Francis, and 
Wheler, bouyed up their party, with the moſt ſolemn aſſu - 
rances that no ſooner . ſhould the new General arrive but he 
would join the oppoſition, and that on the expiration of the 
regulating act in 1779, another would take place, fixing Mr. 
Francis in the government, from which en the *. 
een be all their own, = 


A 


«© 


Them 1 
. Francis to believe what he faid. ——Firſt, his being one of 
the majority which had for ſo long a time laboured the re- 
moval of the Governor- general, every ſentence in the letters 


ors; prone the net; ee 
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Colonel Monſon had brought him ſtill nearer to General 
Clavering, and it had grown into a cuſtom, both at home 


and abroad, to link their names together, as men ſtedfaſtly 
ſupporting one another, ———3dly. Mr. Wheler adhering 


on his arrival at Bengal, to the fame intereſt, placed Mr. 
Francis, at the head of the party And Laſtly. He con- 
ceived that the Court of Directors had in many inſtances, 


condemned the former conduct of the Governor- general too 


pointedly, to give up the purſuit of driving of him out of the 
chair All theſe circumſtances, added to his vaſt ſelf-im- 
portance, formed the idea in his mind, har he was 6 fy on 
W waar e pee ff | 


. The next ſhip, —the next ſhip,—and PE" that 
ſhould arrive, would moſt certainly bring out his apppoint- 
ment to the government. 


their councils, paſſed unobſerved. Nothing would go 
down with Mr. Francis and his friends, but that his abilities 
were become ſo neceſſary to the preſervation of the Aſiatic 
provinces, that parliament would, nem. con. paſs an act, to 
fix him with unbounded powers in the government.—Sweet 
deluſion of the mind, by which ſo many of us become Ge- 
nerals, Admirals, Kings, and Emperors. —What 'pity 
thata little human certainty, in one moment of time blaſts 
all our ærial hopes and drives us back upon ourſelves.——— 
A packet over land arrived and brought advier, "that 


2 temporary act had paſſed into a law, mann 


for as m juſto dere . 


8 Sir, be ſo kind as to turn ha 'to Mr: Francis“ 
letter to the Court of Directors, and ſee with this honeſt and 


ſimple clue, which I have given to you, whether you will not 
be able to diſcoyer what turn * mind he was in when he 


. rote it. 


= Though 


The change of tone in the 
letters from the India-Houfe recommending unanimity in 


—— . — . ˙ w . ib) I its nu, 
* * - 


(_ tanred | 
Though the letter is addreſſed to the Court of Directors 
in che affairs of the company, copies were alſo ſent at the 
papers, long before his own arrival, There was certainly a 
want of: decorum in this—when it is remembered that he 
charges them in unequivocal terms with a conſtant deviation 
ters condemned the conduct of one of their oldeſt and moſt 
approved ſervants, and ſupported the meafures of General 
turned to approve, what they had no real cauſe to condemn 
direct abuſe was all they had to expect from Mr. Francis. 
e tells them he had during the whole time of his re- 
fiding in Bengal, furnifhed them by every mode of convey - 
ance with every information in his power, and that he was 
about: o quit it——What further intelligence had he to 
communicate but what they already knew, for their advices 
from: Bengal which bad lately come to hand were of much 
later date, than the time he left that place. Why then 
preſs ſo hard for an andience with a body of men whom in 
their corporate and official capacity he had ſo lately infulted 
in the face of the nation. Mr. Francis had gotten into 
their ſervice without their conſent, had made à princely for- 
tune in it without their complaining, and left it without 
their permiffion. In continuing Mr. Haſtings in the 
government of their affairs, no injury could be done to him, 
whoſe breech ſmarted in his father's ſchool for his falſe con- 
firuQtion of Horace, many years after the Governor had 
been reſident at the Durbar, of Coſſim Ally Cawn, where, 
if his mind had been bent on the accumulation of money. — 
He might now have rivalied certain baronets in ſplendor, and 
not have been in the way to have furniſhed matter of falſe 
| es 
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„ 
in the. Councilgentral of Rengaboligingdic for Pad en 
being a clerk in the war office, too little for his ambitionf{ 
and was the continuing in the government too much for Mt. 
Haſtings after thirty years ſervices But we muſt make 


great {allowances for a man, whoſe conſummate vanity, in- 
De eee important a 
ſtation, to which he now looks, back in the bittarmei of his 
ſoul !-—————Such a man in ſuch a ſituation falling back by 
degrees, to his original rank and Ration of life-mutt feel the 
moſt bitter pangs of malicious difappoiritment———Hiz 
pride makes him look down on his quondam acquaintance, 
who, have not been ſo fortunate, and thoſe with whom his 
vanity would induce him to aſſociate, look down on hin, 
and he has nothing left for it but to run to Weſtminſter to 
play at queſtion and command, where his ſpleen is fed, with 
the ready anſwers he gives, pratifies the political intentions 
of 1 whey moſt - hold him in | contempt. 


When i Sir to aff him if he was the 
author of a leuer which appeared in the public papers, dated 
Calcutta, December the zath, 1780, ſigned Philip Francis; 
it would not have been much more degration of your dignity 
to have put another queſtion to him of the ſame nature, viz. 
Whether he was or was not the identical Philip Fraricis, to 
whom a letter had been addreſſod by one Captain Price, 
charging him in the moſt pointed and direct terms with = 
having bern guiltyof every thing of which a gentleman ſhould 
have been aſhamed, and publickly fold in the bookſellers 
ſhops of London' and Weſtminſter. In what, Sir, 
would have confifted the difference of the two queſtions for in 
my opinion neither of them contain much parliamentary infor- 
mation, which I preſume is the buſineſs you have in hand. 


But 


q: 240 


But my particular buſineſs with you; Sir, is to prove, 
e 8 nothing new or fingular in the famous letter, 
No. 8, of your Appendix, for Mr. Francis entered Bengal 
with the ſame ſour fullen determination, not only to con- 
demn the prior adminiſtration” of Mr. Haſtings, but to draw | 
from it the fame gloomy concluſion, which occupied his 
mind at his coming away, that the Court of Directors muſt 
prepare themſelves to hear very ſhortly of the final ruin and 
deſtruction of Bengal. I ſhall take my firſt quotation Sir 
from the very firſt letter, that the majority wrote to the 
Court of Directors, and that in a few days after their arrival 


at Calcutta. It is, Sir, the laſt paragraph of a very long | 

' etter,all in the ſame ftile of deſpondence, and I ſhall contraſt f 

ere eee 4 

3 rtaliae With what juſtice to the Governor- ge · * 
= or edit uu de ennie it does not become me to a 

n . 2 6 

B 1774. s 

4 „ The trae condition of this country cannot long be con- 6 

. cealed, effects will be found before they are accounted for. « 
„When that happens, we foreſee no difficulty in deter- 6 

mining by what means, and by whoſe miſconduR, a 6 
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« leaſt, of beggary and ruin. The great and alarming 
«« queſtion will be, by whoſe future ſervices, and by what 6 


«6 future exertion of virtue and ability. fuch a ſtate can be 40 
enn men ure — Woes 1 
5 3 « * „ | 


| « Geo. Monſon. 
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= 1 50 6 e. cg years, Sas 45 1 3 
preſent government, the concluding ſtate of facts is, that 
the men whoſe conduct you have ſo condemned, have 
e never received any ſerious proof of your diſpleaſure; but 
« on the contrary, have been continued in truſt and ſtation _ 
«© by a new appointment; and the principles and meaſures ; 
« which you have conſtantly reprobated, have been ſuffered 
< to prevail and operate, from year to year, to their preſent 
« concluſion, in the face of your own orders and inſtructions, 
« againſt the moſt ſtrenuous oppoſition in the council; and 
* notwithſtanding the ſtrongeſt remonſtrance, both public 


* and private, accompanied with the cleareſt explanations of 


« the real ſtate of affairs here, which have been ſent home 
4 by every means in my power, fince my arxival in the 
country. Look back to the fituation- of your affairs, 
4 as long as Sir John Clavering's efforts and mine; had 
«« weight enough to preſerve the peace of India, 'to which, 
% in the firſt article of our inſtructions, you ordered us 
to fix our attention, and compare it with that to which an 
« oppoſite policy, permitted, if not eneouraged, by your- 
5 ſelves, has reduced them. Every ſtep that led from one 
« to the other, was regularly marked to you as it was taken · 
« Every event that has happened was foretold. I will not 
now predict to you what is likely to be the condition of 


% all the compan poſſefſions in India: at the time when 


« you will receive this letter, n ie OY A 
. n for yourſelres. 1 * 


The ſtrüggle 60 Which have dekessg er 1 
* long without effect, and in which I have factaficed my 
„ N wt to e is now- 


t ae 


„ | 
<« at an end. In the courſe of three months I mean to quit 
* Bengal, and return to England, where it is poſſible my 
«© preſence may be of ſome uſe to — company, Hough it 
3 here.“ : 


1 have the. kenoar to be, 3 


Vour moſt obedient, Wo 
N wi, 


*3 


Would not any man imagine, that theſe. . 2 
graphs were part of one letter, and that they were written, 
hand, and within fix minutes of one another; no ſucli 
matter, the one is a part of the firſt literary compoſition of 
Mr. Francis, to the Court of Directors, after his arrival at 
Bengal, and the other an extract from the laſt letter he wrote 
them, before he left it. I ſhall take occaſſon tp give you 
ſome further inſtances of this gentleman's talent at the 
pathetic .I muſt own that it makes me laugh, to ſee 


ſuch a man's production ſo ſeriouſly taken up, by 2 detached 5 


body of law- makers, from the awful ſenate of Great- Britain, 


and brings to my mind a ſtory I have heard of gld Goyermor 


Boucher, of Bombay. The old gentleman was very 
fond of a compoſition. of weak liquor, much uſed by Euro- 


peans in Afia, called country beer.—— A European Captain 
of one of the company's ſhips (who by the bye, knew ag, 


well what was proper for the preſervation of the natural body 
in that country as Mr. Francis doth of the means to preſerve 
the political one.) aſked. the governor why he drank ſo 
much of that flow poiſon, country beer. Very flow in 
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arid liete I am yet. I know Sir that you love a ſtory, will 
*PPIY it e mg excuſe me the e. 


| 1 wg now, 0 Ds your patience, whit I 1 
troſpective view as far back as to the time your honourable 
chairman made his laſt and moſt lucrative voyage to India; 
the proceeds of which, has enabled him to look down with a 
haughtineſs of contempt on his fellows, not uncommon in 
ſuch a character, and to take the lead as a full grown genuine 
Nabob, in bearding the old and honourable families of the 
envious contemporaries, until you have convinced us, that 
fewer human frailties have fallen to your ſhare than were to 


be found in the compoſition of that great man and firſt of 
were not to he truſted with the collection and diſpoſal of the 


revenues, without involving the provinces in perpetual war, 
anarchy, and deſolation. He therefore procured from the 


King or Great Mogul, Schaw Allum, the grant of the De- 


Bengal, from that hour to this. But what human fore- 
fight ſhall fave us from political blunders and miſtakes, and 


in the diſburſement of public. money. Lis lordſhip's 
eſtimates of the annual receipts from the revenues were can- 
did, honeſt, clear, and fair. And could he have bequeathed 


us his own ſuperior ſpirit to have checked the diſburſing 
hand, we had been ſafe, - but inſtead of that he left behind 


him growing up to. maturity, - monſters | of; gigantic. fize, 


——— neee ane, n 


1 


6 
The late war with Coffim Ally Cawn, bad encreaſed' the 
expences of the army department immoderately. His lord- 
ſhip had modelled it and aſcertained the fixed monthly ex- 
penices pretty accurately, hut aſk your chairman who it 
is that ſhal draw à line for extraordinaries or contingencies; | 
in the diſburſements of a vaſt body of military men, who, 
— that the wealth of the — their 
in ehe HARE ef eomqueting Rates and tar 3 — 
Heart nöt t know, that when Generals muſt have their 
thouſands, Subalterns will ſkuffle, for their hundreds, add 
what figures you pleaſe to my numbers, the fact remains 
ths le a0. mer miltako the inerinible 7 
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1090 day e armani naked tell dee 
on But lowly, but now orders were received to perfect that, 
aud te ebmnpleat che cantoonments of Burrumpore, Dyna- 
p6te,” Budge; Budgs, ga; e ee 
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1720 "The vale pits ms trick in Landal 
Street, and the eivil Aft 36 well as the military dt Bengal 
was overloaded with new adventures, from counkcliots to 
| writers, nd from Generals to Cadets. Every mam put in 
for a thare of the pore een n eg e 
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of the advantages: to be reaped from - the-atquiſition of the 
Dewanne.———At the ſame time they were enjoined to ſup- 
port and ſupply the prefidencies of Bombay,  Madraſs and 
 Bencookn, as well as the factors at China,,all this the 


immediate ſucceſſor of Lord Clive in che government, at- 
tempted during his adminiſtration, untill government W] s 
diſtreſſed in every department, and the bonded debt at Ben- 


gal was running faſt up, including the depolits, to the un- 
common amount of a million fterling. The eaſy well 
meaning diſpoſition! of this gentleman, induced a relanation 
of diſcipline both in the military and civil ſervice, begot a 


habit vf expente and à love for diſſipation, which produced 


in office in every department. This torrent af corruption, 
which he delivered over with the government to his virtuous 
and enpuble ſucreſſor, was more than meer well natured 
Honefty was expable to ſtem. I paſs particulars, to come at 
once to that tremendous” viſitation the famine, which com- 
pleated the difficulties and embarraſs ment of government. 
If people ate the riches of a nation, be en 8 
n ee n ee i 
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N of 176g, Lord Clive had found a a 


the expences, remittances, and outgoings of every deno- 


mination; amounted to the ſum of one million, eight hundred 
thouſand. pounds per annum. In 1771, it amounted to 


three millions; three hundred thouſand pounds, and 
the neat income never exceeded two millions five hundred 
eight hundred thouiand pounds per annum; ——Do— your 
chairman ſir, acted in a very high ſtation in the government, 


* 787 fa | a from 


ſomething in proportion to the ideas which had been formed 


* 


1 300 i 


ee en e a ese 2760; "which 
was before the famine ; will he fay that he felt a conviction 
on his mind, that Bengal could not bear it's then weight 
of enpences, or on what other principle was it that 
he moved ſirſt, and ſupported with all his weight in the 
Saen and in the countil to draw bills on the 
fig, nd. chen e er our of th n for mer 
e per en ien. iv Ie77 
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To a man who holds bümtelf b er e Gere 
ld reformer and a patriot; the obtaining a channel of 
conveyance for” a part of his own immenſe fortune to the 
almoſt ruin of the men in wlioſe MR ov TBE could 
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| The ; managers at home hu Sees mo themſelves 
bills from Bengal, broke over ; their qo like a Wande 
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department is what all governments fly to for relief. Mr. 
Hlaſtings was ordered from Madraſs, to take the government 

of Bengal, not becauſe the reigning Governor wanted either 
integrity or abilities for his ſtation, but there are diſtreſſing 
i hav uu in human . which 2 
| be vgs to repair.—(7 believe," a will nod 
Aſſent to that x — When * 
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quered, and re · conquered, Clive, the immortal Clive, was 
the man; but he would himſelf, if now alive, yield the 
palm for political abilities to Governor Haſtings, — Turn, 
Sir, to the company's records, (if political inveſtigation be 
part of your preſent enquiry) and inform the public fairly 
what meaſures Mr. Haſtings purſued for immediate relief; 

he turned the channel of remittance which amounted to 
three hundred thouſand pounds per annum, ſent out of the 


Bengal currency to pay the troops in Sujah Dowlab's coun- 


try, to an influx of double that ſum for yrats together 
from the Vizier's dom inions, into the Bengal provinces, 
beſides obliging that ambitious, artful, but timerous Prince, 
to maintain a full third of the company's army, to guard 
his country and form a barrier for him, which he had neither 
the abilities or ſpirit to do for himſelf, Though this was 
the man, that your friend the mwi/ter. roll General, was, or 
affected to be afraid of, four or five years before, when he 
called out for a deputation, which coſt the company immenſe. 
ſums to carry into execution. Perhaps Mr. Haſtings owes 
the preſent ſpleen of the man towards him to the neceſſity 
he was under of ſhewing the puſillanimity of the meaſure. 
Mr. Haſtings entered on the government in April, 1792, he 

had the reſolution to ſtop the whole of the King's ſtipend 
in the company 's'coffers ; who had wilfully removed out of 
their protection, and was plotting with their enemies to 
diſturb their quiet, and to reduce: the Nabobs a full half. 
The great inveſtments for Europe were continued, and en- 
creaſed, the ſupplies and remittances to the company's other 
ſettlements were carefully tranſmitted. But I willpro. 
duce a paper drawn up by # gentleman, whoſe authority 
Mr, Francis himſelf will net-difpute ; it was tranſmitted'to. 
Europe in the month of April, 1775, when the rage for 
driving Mr. Haſtings ON N 
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You, rota have now. the controul of the company's 
ee eee ego x you pleaſe. ; 


Gd 


n ings © l 

ln involved in a heavy debt, 
the collections but barely able to defray the expences of go- 
no ſele&ed uniform ſyſtem adopted for governing the extenſive 
ration wrapped up in confefion and perplexity, profuſion, 
and extravagance” in all public diſburſements; and the money 
NET eee eee ESTI 2 440 


„ Hebas byue treaties withSujah Sette 
upwards of ninety lack. of rupees in ſpecie into the country, 
andrenderedmeney plenty, where it was in the greataſt ſcarcity, 
but he bas alſo fiopped- that. great drain of money annually 
_ exported from theſe provinces for the ſupport of a brigade 
out of the company's tertitories, by throwing. that expence 
on the nabob of Oude. he has paid off more than ſeventy 
one lack of rupees of the heavy debt due by government at his 
acreſſion. the whale is advertiſed to be paid, and 1s in aCtual 
| courſe: of payment, there being ſufficient for that purpoſe in 

the treaſury, ſo that in 1756, there will Phang gn $54; 
cumbrance on this government, the {avings and the new 
ſources of revenue ariſing. to the company from his good 
management, amount to one hundred ſeven lack and fifty 
thouſand: rupees, (10), g, O) per annum. during his 
r to Europeans, 
natives and men of every denomination, the greateſt pro- 
teftion and encouragement given to inland as well as to 
forcign traders, by which means the trade of this country 
has greatly increaſed fince his acceſſion 10 the chair, he 
3s che firſt governor, who bas new tmodeſjed the form of go- 

. vernment, 


e 


vernment, by eſtabliſhing falutary * and regulations for 
the adminiſtration of juſtice in the country courts, for con- 
ducting the revenue buſineſs, and for the internal government 


il and police of this country, the buſineſs of adminiſtration has 
Sy been by him unravelled, and branched out into different de- 
«gh | partments, it has been diſentangled from that perplexity and 
= confuſion in which it was envelloped, he has retrenched al 
=> unneceſſary charges, he has formed eſtabliſhments for all 
1 the different expences of government, which being checked 
as; | and controuled, in the moſt rigid manner, it is no longer in 
* the power of thoſe ee eee e 
>; defraud or impoſe on their employers. 
he Ready money actually received into " 
V. the Calcutta treaſury, . on account f h 00 
. - the treaties made with the Nabob of Eibe nod 2nd 
ty Oude in various kind of rupees. 76,00000 
= Remaking: tas Som 6 NAS of 1 5s! 
ity Qude, part- of which js . on the | 8 
his . . „ 14, % . . 2 
ual Which adds to de | ; 3 
E 5 e Seca Rupees of Oude, 8.88 . "ne 
- Or current rupees. 950654046 | 
fty Which fam TIDE 95-26, 549, 3:6, 
ns, eee Haſtings, Naked 5 43a 
o- to the real wealth of this ee. L 16 7 
to 755.179 nb en 
try Debrs paid of by Mr. Haſtings: 
955 3 20 
-4 On his acceſſion, me .honded 3 3 11 yo 
x amounted to the ſum of (ers. 135.39, 950) "CORE 
E with . 
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with intereſt, of which he has already 
paid 2 N n 2 1 45 
| The remainder is advertiſed to be i 
paid off, is in actual courſe of payment, 


and there 1s ſufficient money to — | 
it, ſet apart for that purpoſe. bhab1555 


Total bonded debt diſcharged by Mr. | 
. 
Add, che debt due to the claimants | 
on the reſtitution totally liquidated and "181 
paid off by Mr. TRIS 13, 00, 0 


ee eee Monro, 
has been paid. — he 4 14% 


Total debts liquidated by Mr. Haſtings. 15 1.59, ＋ ha 1 


Valued as above at the exchange of | 


28. 2d, amounts to — C626, 512, 8 


Annual Sings, and new ſources of revenue arifing to the 


company, from the management of Mr. Haſtings: 
Savings on the civil and military eſ- | 


tabliſhments 7 . JR. .- 
Kerns wing oe emp fm 
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Board of cuſtoms, dlinknd chonkies 


Din dis 00 prin. 4 S800, o 
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or petty cuſtom.- Hout aboliſhed, which | 70,00,000 K 85 
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were a ſource of great vexation and . 
oppreſſion to the natives, and the duties 

collected by the board of cuſtoms, with 


eaſe to individuals producing to en 4 
* more chan ever they did. 4.00, 


Rs. * 14 
Increaſe, on the Calcutta cuſtoms, . 


which muſt be an uncontrovertable 
Ee increaſe of trade during Mfr: 


eli SAL m gy ener: ce 
of a brigade; being defrayed oy hs 
Nabob of Oude. | Toy 31,00000 | 


nag. tos tl 
new ſources of revenue, aifing to the 
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Which fam of ers. 107,50,000, a | 
28. 2d. makes | 2 bases 


Caſh and flores eps the com- 
. other ſettlements, ſince the ac- 


ceſſion of Mr. Haſtings, in April 1772, 

to the J guete 1775. | 
10 Nr ü 2 2 
To Bombay... -. Sone 


1 aDLELET $5 ITY Þ>, | 

Fort M . 2,80, t, 4 3 
Balambangam. 10, 17,741, 12 9 
3 4 ; E386) — 14185 . |; — bs "#1 % — 
Canton. Saks Ars 4 771 i 3,00,000 ' - x 


Total ent out. ers. Se 5 
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ment, is remembered with 'rancour and ſpleen for years to 
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In the foregoing paper Sir, you have à fair account of 
exertions, and inſtances of a vigorous reform. in adminiſtra- 
tion, brought round in the ſpace of three years, that would 
have ſaved the company, and reſtored their affairs in every 
part of the globe. 
that Mr. Haſtings had done, or was about to do, could be 
known time enough in Europe to ſtop for a moment, tlie 
hue and cry gone out throughout the land againſt all forts 
of perſons that had ſerved in India, _—— ſelett and ſecret 
committees had been formed by the Houſe of Commons, 


your preſent chairman now a virtuous inquiſitor, was then 


| Cs a culprit. Some parliamentary chaſtizement in 


.2 certain purgatory, has purged him of all his defects, and 
he is become a new man. How pure and immaculate 


than J do : —— I only khow that when'his whole ſcope 


of conduct, as a publick and a private man ſhall be fairly. 


laid before the nation; no friend of his will have cauſe to 
bluſh for any action of his life. but a man ſo fituated 
muſt have numerous enemies The loſs of lucrative 


poſts and employments to ſome, and the refuſal of them to 


others, however neceſſary in the true diſcipline of govern» 


come, and not only creates but - multiplies enemies.” whilit 


all the good things a gentleman in high ſtation has to diſpoſe 
of, are ſunk and filently- forgotten in that bottomleſs pit, 


_ ee eee 


imagined merit. 


'© i renner dn EIA 

When the reports of the committees came out, it 
ed that Mr. Bolt's induſtry had operated in the manner that 
ſome think Mr. Francis will do now, — Your charman 
knows what kind of men the Armenians — 
of 
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but the die was caſt, and nothing 
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of Bol wee and how Bolts himſelf had ated in India, 4 as 


| well as I know how. Mr. Francis has acted there Gi 


us but a fair inveſtigation into the Governor-general's con- 
duct.— lt will * e e m en 
ere n ” 


3 . 


0 


Bolts has acted in every part of his life, and am convinced 
that he is now miſleading the Germans as heretofore the 


Engliſh Vet I will not inſult his underſtanding by com- 
paring. his mercantile and political knowledge in lie affairs 
of Hindoſtan, with that of Mr. Francis. Bern with a 
talent or faculty of learning languages, he aequired with fa- 
cility the moſt difficult, whether of the dead or of the living, 


in leſs time:than-moſt other men; to this rare accompliſh- 
ment, he added, an invincible perſeverance of induſtry and 


curioſity of inveſtigation, g on ſhore where he will in 


Europe, or in Aſia, he talks with the rulers of the land in 


their own tongue, and draws his information from the foun - 
tain head. What an advantage is this to an enterpriſing 
genius. ——L-wiſb ſomebody was at hand, who, has more 
knowledge of the man than W genf e e 
eee "1 I "Ys hs 


See Me. Prat bes he den ue” Wang Wia i ih 
writing deſk, wrapt up in the idea of his having become the 
fifth part of u King, taking his political information from a 
banyan, ſtanding and'bowing at awful diſtance, and no better 
verſed in the "Engliſh language, than the famous talking 
parrot 1 -Wood's Hotel, under the ' piazza in Covent 
Garden,. or at beſt from ſome diſappointed ſervile 


ang into TP 1 or fllacious advice, ——— Then 
e nd 
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countryman, whoſe ſpleen to the Governor General, betrayed 
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attend this important man ſo inſtructed to the council 
chamber, and hear him the fifth. day after his arrival diſ- 
puting againſt, and over - ruling the political knowledge of 
the Governor General: but ſurely we have now done 
with experiments and ſhall ſend no more full grown politicians 
from war offices, or other offices, to mangle the kings Engliſh 
for months together, before they can obtain for themſelves 
a glaſs of cold water, much: leſs ſufficient to carry un the 
affairs of government, without being dupes to the paſſions 
of ſome, deſiming and intereſted. individuals whoſe buſineſs 
it is to deceive them, as was teally the fate of this 
majority. If it would be deemed highly abfurd to ſend 
an ambaſſador to a foreign: court, without underſtandirig 
one word of the language of the country; is it leſs ſo to 
eee. att eee 


ß. ettentabpbogary 
= to government four hundred thouſand pounds more-than they 
E | could at that period afford; and at the ſame time make good 
1 the expected dividend to the proprietors, and ſupport their 
1 expences at home and abroad. The famine, which 
„ throughout the nation was thought to have been cauſed by 
bw an avaritious monopoly, and keeping up of the grain by | 
the company's ſervants at Bengal, (Which ſome 
inſtances, not unſimilar that had been diſcovered and pub- 
| liſhed by the committees, gave reaſon to belieye,). had ſo 
ſoured. the temper of the very beſt men in this kingdom, 
againdt all orders of Indians, that the noble lord in the blue 
ribbond (as. in times gone by, was the appellation, he was 
known by: ) might, if he had been ſo inclined, have pro- 
ſeribed eyery denomination of his countrymen. at Cul⸗ 
cutta; - but he. is neither fanguinary, avaritious, un - 
1 generous,” maiicious, or vindiQtive. - His. foibles | have; been 
| the inherent weekneſs, of the greateſt men in all ages, fond 
| of power, he was obliged to ſtoop to ſome unavoidable 


complyances 
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r to keep it. The patronage of the Weſt 
was flipping thropgh his fingers, and the moment was pro- 
pitious to ſupply its place by. that in the Eaſt. —— With 
affairs ſo circumſtanced, and the company preſſed on all 
fides (more from the impatience of their lordly creditors, 
than a want of real ability, could they have been indulged 
with a little time,) to pay thei debts, they were obliged to 
| apply to government for relief: and the property, which - 
ought in juſtice never to have been extorted from them, 
was lent them for a time; but in that evil hour, 
he miniſterial chain of influence encircled them round 
about. A ſet of new civil and military ſervants, and 


the dreadful apparatus of a monſtrous judicial inſtitution 
paid out of their treaſury, and both independent of them, 


added to their annual expences one hundred and fiſty thou- 
fand pounds. 4 minifterial mode of eaſing their TR. .-u 


| en / 


General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. 33 
accompanied by the judges, left England in the ſpring of 
1774, in tranſport ſhips, provided by government, and no- 
minally commanded by King's Lieutenants, for the company 
had too great a ſenſe of the injury done them by the regu- 
lating act to ſubmit willingly to the exportation in their own 
ſhips, of powers, pregnant with ſo much miſchief to their Pro- 
vinces abroad. : 
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They landed ſafely at Calcutta, on the 19th day of Oc- 
tober, the ſame year, the regulating act, with the charter of 
} juſtice was publickly prom ulated, and their ſeveral powers 
eſtabliſhed with great order, peace, and ſolemnity, and Mr. 
Haſtings, in reward for four and twenty years active and 
faithful ſervices, had a feather ſtuck into his cap by being in 
the act denominated Governor- general. Inſtead of the for- 


EA rA rs n 


8 6 | 
mer appellation of Governor and Preſident, of the councif, 
but his power, Inf influence, was as effectually done away as 
if he had been dd from the ſervice ; except the chance 
of 3 which e ved the company in 


I muſt for 2 et wander into the ſhade of OY 7 
but it ſhall not be for a long continuance, or ſtrained beyond 
the bounds of extreme probability —— Ideal ſuppoſition, 
void of found reaſoning, and ſparing into the regions of 
fition, beyond: the ken of mae. I leave to Mr. 


Before the ttiumvirate had left Europe, it had become a 
general and prevailing opinion here, that a gentleman who 
had held the government of Bengal for three years, would 
be no way diſpleaſed at having a decent opportunity given 
him to return home, in order to enjoy the immenſe fortune 
which he bountiful people of this country always beſtow 
on them. ——— What contributed to the fixing theſe 
ideas in peoples minds, was the fingular circumſtance, that 
not one man, had continued in the chair at that preſidency 
full three years, e e 
— 8 


The regulating act had vt. the Governor and 
council for five years. But the Governor or either of 
the councellors might refign if they pleaſed, though no 
provifion was made, to ſupply a vacancy however cauſed, but 
by an appeal through the company, to the King, and by this 
"overſight the miniſtry in ſome meaſure defeated their own 
intention; if, as was conſtantly aſſerted bythe triumvirate, 
9 their friends that they had determined to govern Bengal 


in 


(42 ) 
in future by a ſet of their -own people, independant of 


the company, but providence interpoſed, and gave hack 
the government into the hands of the man of the com- 


pany's own choice. 


1 could with to draw the particular attention of the pro- 
prietors of Eaſt India ſtock, to the above remark. ——— 
Defiring them at the ſame time to note, who is the man 
that is now by ſelf commendation, bullying and bluſtering 
endeavouring to force himſelf into the direction of their 
affairs at home,. and at the ſame time forming a 
party at the other end of the town, to condemn, un 
an old, CN EY ne 


Genet b Eliverlng was as T have heard at the time 


he let England in the fifey-foventh year of his age, in 
command of a regiment, in poſſeſſion of a government, of 
high rank in the army, and eafy in his fortuneya 


would he ſo circumſtanced have gone to India, had he 


_ conceived that he ſhould have to ſtay five years for the go- 
in India, had a rooted diſlike to the country, it 


England, had it: eome to his turn to have had a regiment 
in the king's ſervice. I conclude therefore that he would 


not have paſſed into Afia, with the idea of waiting five 


years for the command of the army, which he muſt have 
cy had the General lived fo long without the chair 


As to Mr. „ and Sn IN - 
25 he was, tn thouſand pounds per annum, was worth 
9 
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1 
It has been aſſerted, and in ſome degree I believe it was 
true, that on their arrival in the river of Bengal, ſome 
furious malcontents got round them, and miſrepreſented 
=_ - every circumſtance of Mr. Haſtings publick and private con- 
; | | duct, as having a ſtrong bias to the gratification of his 
| boundleſs avarice, —— theſe men had been vexed and diſ- 
appointed by the Governor's ſchemes of ceconomy in his 
late arrangements. But it is contrary to every man's 
experience, ——nay, it is contrary to nature, to ſuppoſe 
that the majority compoſed of old and experienced men 
=_ trammelled in the ways of the court, the camp, and the 
1 city, would inſtantly imbibe the prejudices and paſſions of 
| ſtrangers, (uninfluenced ſo to do by ſome private views of their 
own,}) againſt a man in ſo high and important a ſtation, 
I with whom they were to act in the affairs of government, 
; aud whoſe character, to uſe their own wotds, ** ſtood ſo 
1 high in the opinion of the world. It is, however, no 
_ leſs ſingular then true, that the three new gentlemen never 
did fit down to a ſocial or friendly meal with the Governor, 
1 | except on the firſt day that they landed, and even in the 
| evening of that day ſtories were circulated about the town, 
of their being highly diſappointed and diſguſted at the 
manner of their reception.“ With remarks and cir- 
cumſtances ſo contemptably low and pitifully minute, that 
it was as far beneath them to countenance in the manner 
they certainly did the following days, as it is for me to 
repent or for n nnn. ns of mon is 
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# 4 „ The patios. of oh majority that 8 were 8 5 
« with proper ceremonies, was mentioned to me perſonally, by Mr. 
Francis, and the offence they had taken on that IAC won che 


56 fubjeet of converſation in publick company.” 


Mr. Haſtings' Fein e Tune minutes of the mjority. . pars 87 | 
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( 43 ) - 
reſtleſsly inquiſitive, an inſtant breach between the two 
members of the old adminiftration, and the three members 
which were to compleat, and by their numbers direct the 
new government, was known, and talked of in the ſettle- 
ment, even before they met in council to do buſineſs, and 
the vanity of each individual induced them to e and 
n mne * 1% % % rin 


That theſe abifperings ah adle n e enrage 
the parties, helped to keep them aſunder, and prevented timely 
explanation may be true, but we muſt look into the hu- 
man heart, and attend to certain facts, and there we ſhall 
directly find the original cauſe for the ſudden and extraor- 
dinary conduct of the majority towards the Governor- ge- 
neral. No men could know better than the majority did, 
who had left England ſo recently, how highly inflamed 
the minds of all orders of men in this kingdom were againft 
their fellow ſubjeRs in Aſia. . Their peculation, and in 
the caſe of Bolts, violent proceedings had been brought 
home, to direct proof, (which your chairman, Sir, 
ought never to forget, ) and the cauſes of the famine; were 
laid directly to their account. Nor did it eſcape the 
majority, that if it ſhould ſquare with their politicks to 


write home any the moſt infamous accounts of the 


conduct of the managers they found in India. — it would 
in general be belie ved here. But to come to what I think 


was the two leading and true cauſes of their poſitive and 


declared reſolution, of making Mr. Haſtings ſo uneaſy in 
the government, that he ſhould not long continue in their 
Way. Ee 1 re ya . 27 T7 2 pet's 4 


—— — - * 
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They had Sir, on their paſſage out ſtopped at Madras, 


where Mr. Haſtings true character was well known. 
There to their aſtoniſhment they learnt, that during his 
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that he was at that time known to be ſo far from having 


part of his character, in this as nee e 
OY and their fupperters abways excepted. 


from all forts of people during their ſtay at Madras ; perhaps 


miſt of his own inflamed paffions. With fuch an 


( 


whole life he had thewn the moſt open, difintereſied and 
real contempt of money. That the humanity and 
forgivingneſs of his diſpoſition enabled him to correct abuſes 
in government, without making to himſelf many enemies, 
and that his charity was ſo boundleſs, and his heart fo 
open to every attack, from miſery and diſtreſs, that it had 
always kept him without much command of money, and 


made a fortune, that he had not cleared off ſome incum - 
brances, which bt en him Auring r 5 90 ram 
Madras. 


| Had 8 power, Sir, and his permiſſion, I could go 
into a tale of facts and circumſtances of his high generofity 
and humanity, in ſupport of the aſſertions of the Madras 
inhabitants, as ſhould leave noi an unbeliever, as to this 


On t way dem Bott St. Gn e meld * 
umvirate had time to ruminate on what they had heard 


mo refolution was formed, until on their firſt arrival in the 


againſt him to a degree of madneſs, and the ſhips being 
many days coming up to town, full time was given to 
though not then in the company's ſervice, a competent 
knowledge of the political fituation of affairs. He gave in a 
Aft of names, of every man of eminence in the ſervice, 


int | 
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inſtrument in their they landed; not à man 
was ſuffered to approach them, but ſuch as were ecom· 
mended by this violent ſtateſman, who was appointed 
the Generals Perſian tranſlator; and who was conſidered 
by the whole party as the premier of the new govern- 
ment. No friends of Mr. Haſtings, either black er 
white could come near them, nor dare a word of truth or 
moderation enter their doors, they were as compleatly ſur- 
rounded by ſpies, and informers, as any the moſt weak 
Prince mentioned in hiſtory, has been in his palace. 
No fingle ſtep was taken by the Governor in his publick 
or private capacity, but what was directly miſrepreſent- 
ed: Even his virtues were turned againſt him 
without a particle of pride, oſtentation, or vanity in his 
compoſition. His neglect of ſtate and parade, which he 
copied from the good nian his predeceſſor, as congenial 
with his own feeling, had begot a freedom, eaſe, arid neg- 
lect of ceremony in the military and civil departments of 
ſtate, and in the officers of his Houſehold; that was” called 
fear of exact ing his right 200 kingly reſpect from a con- 
ſciouſneſs of guilt. Whilſthe thought of nothing 
but how the gentlemen ſhould be brought on fflore witng 
eaſe and convenience, and be politely and reſpettfully re- 
ceived, by ſome members of the then adminiſtration, at 4 
landing place near the Government Houſe. Our 
machievelian councellor, was pointing out to them the 
horrid neglect and ptemediated inſult, of their not being 
uſhered through the new fort, in all the pomp of military 
parade and exhibition, the very ſilence of the people was 
faid to have been the effects of management, as if any hu- 
man being could have influence enough to feſtin the 
huzzas, and other ſymtoms of applauſe, in forty thouſand 
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ths cath, if ty felt an ene ſo to __ their; 
er e 1580 1 

It . e this alſo has been . 
ſtated) that Mr. Barwell, the fourth in rank. of the 
new council, and a member of the old, did not arrive 


tom his late chiefship of Dacca, until four days 


after the majority had come to Calcutta. In the 
interim, Mr. Haſtings had ſigniſied his intention to lay 
troſpective veiw of his paſt meaſures, and future plans for 

compleating the relief of the company's embarraſſments in 


Eurape, and Aſia. And with his uſual candour, 


declared, that he had neither inclination or intention to 
uit the: country until Wen ſhould beiperfeted. — 
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r e they had heard of the Governor 
at. Madre his preſent honeſt, though impolitic and pre- 
mature declaration, of His intention to remain in the 
chair: his well known, and conſtantly avowed pre- 
dileQion for the climate of Aſia, in preference to that of 
rope, +——his ambition of raiſing himſelf high in 
we opinion. of his ſovereign and countrymen; — (the 
only crime I ever with juſtice heard laid to his charge) 
the inceſſant aſſurances of the new miniſter to the majo- 
rity, that, if they would begin the attack, he would furniſh 


the proofs;.of the Governor's guilt, and thereby enable 


them to drive him out of the chair: do certainly fur- 
niſh us with ſome leading clue for finding out the cauſe of 
their ſudden, and violent enmity, to e 18 
eee the — 1 I 
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Witbout intention 0 criminate VI e eee 
1 am inevitably led by my deſire to defend the honour of 
an 
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WG of the bars 
| barous inſinuations, held up in your report. I ſhall, re- 
gardleſs of conſequences to myſelf, of private or public 
reſentment, probe facts to the bottom in ſearch. of mo- 
tives 3 * e 2 — 
rs „ SEO? By rs #8 <1 
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/Ithink ns hn Clarering had in km frog 


ſymptoms of the vice of old age.—Avarice———l have 
| Heard that when he left England. His eee 


government not taken away, his private fortune ample. 

His civil and military appointments in the Eaſt India 
Clive ever had given to by this — or by the 

on his wp te Inis. uus ue India company for more. 


his | ſevere .cecomomy would have enabled him to-fave in 
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the King's ſervice was continued to him, his ſinecurial 


Granal Clavering might eafily add 8 od | 
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five years, from his ſixteen thouſand pounds per annum, 
but it is not in the nature of avarice to feel contented with 
limited ideas of acquiring wealth. ——] neither ſay, or 
intend to be underſtdod to mean, that General Clavering 
was not a man of rigid h —— That he would not 
rob a treaſury, or take even a fixpence which was not 
legally his right, I moſt ſeriouſly believe. But the 
Governors ſalary, exceeded his by the tempting ſum of nine 
_ thouſand pounds a year. And there are facinations, 
which encircle the plenitude of power, that ſubdue 
the” minds of the ſons of men in ſuch a manner, that it 
will require the whole grate and mercy of Heaven to ſave 
eee —— ee, Se Gb 2 oa 
co hwy certam eee eee 
dme Bengal army, (lock round you, Sir,) had in the 
| ſpace of three years ſcraped together, without ever having 
ſieen a public enemy, renn 
1 allowance. "oh 
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Colonel Mono — behind him it Europe 
to accumulate in his abſence. He was a man of high and 
hoſpitable houſhold expence, —and ſo determined againſi 
receiving of preſents, that he would not only not 
.nuzzer, (a ſew ſilver rupees, or perhaps a gold mobur;always 
| preſented by country gentlemen, according to their rank, 
on their firſt introduction to their ſuperiors, as a. mark of 
reſpect, the refuſal of which hath ever been deemed, 2 
kind of inſult to, or fooliſh deviation from the eſtabliſhed 


- uſages or cuſtoms of the country,) but ſent back to a well 
meaning Engliſhman, a piece of fed beef, preſented, becauſe 
not to be bought in the common markets With fuch 
determination: againſt the very ſcraps of homely bribery, 
and — of the neceffity of the pomp and pa- 

mace 
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rade of fate; equal to his idea of his rank. — at 6 
expenſive a place as Calcutta, could the colonel ſave out of 


ten thouſand my annum. ry r nothing * g ; 


The idea of coming at the end of five years, to the com- 


mand of the army could have conveyed no gratification of 
ambition to the mind of Colonel Monſon. He had com- 
| manded a more powerful army in Afia, many years be - 
fore, at the ſiege of Pondicherry, and only did not com- 
mand it at the reduction of that place, from his having 


been badly wounded in gallantly leading on the grenadiers 
to the ſtorm of the Bound Hedge, and was obliged to leave 
it to the command of Colonel, now Sir Eyre Coote; 
therefore, his being to labour in an unwholſome climate, 
every way diſagreeable to him, for ſo long a time, for a bare 
maintenance, held up no very pleaſing N toa quick, 
impatient, and lively mind. 5 


As to Mr. Feud: his caſting vote raiſed him, (o 
ſpeak in 72 e from the fraction of a king to the 
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« have refuſed all nazers or preſents whatſoever, the Governor-general 


« has given his reaſon for accepting ſuch nazars, and paying them 
40 n treaſury.” | 5 


| FT MI PEAT BN 5 
and Mr. Francis, to the court of directors, for the 
mme NG = 


Fort William, zorh November 1774- 


N. Aa you able RY ſteady the muſles 4 Sir, 
on reading che above ridiculous and oftentaneous diſplay of meer legal 
honeſty - ſo titely laced. —— Qutrageous virtue in the ſons of Adam, 

ought always to be ſuſpeRted in whatever ſhape it appears. 
; G monarchy 


625 
chy itſelf, and he ſuſfered not to go by, the glorious: 
opportunity of ſerving very amply, himſelf, bis relations, 
his dependents, and his particular friends. I puſh not 
this argument nearly ſo far as it would bear, recrimination- 
is no _ of wn ge further then to explain motives 


Rin und preſent intentions. I envy not the General, his 
lan tranſlator. The venal lawyer, or the willing 


evidence. ——— their wealth and ſeats | in the ſenate houſe, 
however acquired ; but I feel diſguſted at ſeeing them 
ſupported in their diabolical plans, by a man, ſo capable 
of giving Ms to any . * you, Sir, moſt certainly 
are. | 

Wiz ſoch explanations of the views and difpofitions of 
the majority, with ſuch a conciſe, and I hope clear retro- 
ſpect of the ſtate of affairs, at home and abroad. ——With 
the account I have 'given you (pot to be controverted) of 
the declared ſentiments of the triumvirate not to hold fa- 
miliar converſe with, or give countenance to any, but ſuch 
as implicitly condemned every meaſure of the late admi- 
niſtration. You will be Sir, at no loſs to gueſs what 
fort of men of all caſts and conditions fuch avowed princi- 
fn — ao ee 

T return now to my promiſe, that is, to tri proof that 
the letters which you have honoured with an exhibition 
in the appendix to the report, No. 7, & 8, ſigned Philip 
Francis, — contain no new matter, nor one ſingle 
aſſertion which has not beerr refuted, or that are every day 
going on. to be refuted. by accounts received from India ; 
ſo that nothing can ſave him from the contempt of even 
you, and your committee Sip, —— but-a' cruel reverſe 
of fortune in our Aſiatic affairs, which he, and fuch-men 
s he, are now praying for; boy Fo would be more cordial 
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co their minds than to bear of the total defeat of our ar- 
mies under the Generals Goddard and Coote, the loſs af 
| Bombay to the French, of the Carnatic to Hyder Ally Caun, 

and an invaſion of the Bengal provinces, by the united 
forces, of the Nizam or Sou h, of the Decan the Piſhwa, 
and Rajah of Barar, the two great branches of the Ma- 
| -haratta empire with Hyder Ally Caun, and the whole to 


| be headed by the French from the iſlands, . but the 


| prayers of the wicked ſhall not prevail, 


To the reaſons. which l have deduced to ſhew the unre= 
mitting affiduity of the perſons employed by the majority, 
who directed the mode of attack, and determined the 
commencement of it, on the very firſt meeting of council. 
I ſhall ſubjoin, a few quotations from the letters which they 
wrote to the court of directors from the 25th of October, 


fix days after their arrival in Calcutta, to the 23d of April 


| the time of failing of the laſt ſhip of the ſeaſon, — 

when they hoped that the extraordinary, and voluminuos 
collection, of vague charges, and bold aſſertions, which they 
had by the means of their prime miniſter and his agents, 


collected together, villifying the conduct, and principles, of 


the Govenor General, would of themſelves bring about his 
| recal from the government, without one particle of proof 
being waited for or required. For the extracts 

their letters I mult refer you to the appendix ( for 1 alſo 


have an Appendix) No. 1. 


Tue quotations bave been ſelected from ſeveral bun- 
dreds of the ſame ſtamp which you may find on the com- 
pany's records, purely with intent to ſhew. you, Sir, that 
the majority on their arrival at Calcutta, ſet out on one 
uniform plan of attack on the conduct of Mr. Haſtings, 


grew warm, as they advanced, until their zeal degenerated 


G2 into 


n n 


n 3 

inte the moſt unpardonable ſeurtility, and perſonal abuſe i 

in which temper of mind two of them ſunk into the grave, 

and the other lives, only to continue the ſame extraordinary 

mode of conduct, without ever having been able to eſtab» 
liſh one fingle fact, either at home or — | 


It may be ſuppoſed that Mr. Haſtings did not butter the 

whole of the voluminous charges exhibited againſt him to 
| Paſs unrefuted. -But what ſhare of abilities, what 
ſtrength of mind and reſolution, or what length of life, is 
equal to anſwer the monſtrous calumnies accumulated by 

ſuch men as his opponents appear to have been, aided by a 
miniſter, who, publickly opened a houſe for information, 
to which reſorted every villainous informer reſident in a vaſt 
kingdom, male and female, black and white. 


The temper with which the  Governar-general bore all 
this, made people bluſh at the enormous violence of the 
majority, who, never bluſhed before. will, Sir, pre- 
ſent you with a few inſtances of his temper, in quotations 
from his remarks on the majorities charges, not with in- 
tention to refute them, that has been already done, by the 
malice, the violence, the abſurdity, want of charity, and 
total deviation from truth, in the men, who, drew them 
up. But with intent to open your mind to an intro - 
duction of facts, that ſhall effectually do away the horrid 
inſinuations contained in a part of the report, the dreadful 
tendency of which firſt induced me to take up the pen. 
See remarks of Mr. Haſtings, on the charges of the ma- 
Jority, No. 2, e © 


| We come now, Sir, to that nn mixture of 
affertion and infinuation, in the report of the committee, 
which SE Rei en e 


* 4 
1 * - * 5 
8 . 6 EY 


— ehe - 
* 
» ag „ 


#4 


8 


r I LE AT TT EEE RT SECT \ 


* 
N 
* 
X 
"4 
— 
* 
0 
* 


6 


' contents, inevitably leads the wind of the reader to con- 
clude, that Mr. - Haſtings, . was directly or indirectly con - 
cerned in the proſecution for forgery of Maha Rajab. 
Nundcomar, and in conſequence of ſuch his interpoſition, 
the man loſt his life, on political, rather then on judicial 
principles ; from the influence of party, more then the - 
dictates of law, or the rules of juſtice. I. believe, Sir, 
that you would deem a reader extremely ſtupid that could 
read with attention the whole of the report, and not have 
that idea implanted ſtrongly on his mind. —— What then 
is to become of the moral character of a man, who, has 
been repeatedly appointed, and re- appointed by the legiſla- 


tive and executive powers of his country, and at this mo- 


ment continues to execute the office of Vice Roy, in the 
moſt important remaining part of the Britiſh empire, to- 
tally ignorant of the means, uſed to deſtroy his honour, 


in the opinion not only of his ſovereign, but alſo, in the 


opinions of the members of both houſes of parliament, 
from whole united decifion there lies no appeal. 


| Armed only with truth, and a very ſcanty pittance of 
common underſtanding, I enter the liſts in oppoſition to 


the ſpirit which ſeems to animate the committee againſt 


this much injured gentleman, fully convinced that 
you muſt deſtroy: my facts and aſſertions, by ſome ſtronger 
and better evidence, than Mr. Francis, or any other man, 
hath yet produced, or your much laboured compoſition 

will fink i into waſte Paper. 


2 call upon the ee of Eaſt India ſtock, and 4 


rectors of the company, to conſider candidly both ſides of 


the queſtion, before they determine againſt ſo old, fo able, 


and fo faithful a ſeryant as Mr. Haſtings, the two great 
alas awful ee of the legiſlature, I moſt Ay con- 


jure 
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va. Atisſied with partial repreſentations, which 
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Extras bos the Report of th let Comme, page 49. 


@ Your committee, conſidering the hey LE inde 
"<< the foundation of all redreſs to grievances, find them- 
44 ſelves indiſpenſably obliged to call the ſerious attention 
L of the houſe to the caſe referred to, in their report of 
<c laft ſeſſion, page 59, ms the 1 
„ann, 


Ae ef e ce eden ee tte 
1 facred throughout India, was capitally executed in the 
city of Calcutta, with circumſtances the moſt ſhocking 
7 the prejudices of that people, and which conveyed, 

«* according to thoſe prejudices, the idea of offence, and 
4 inſult to all claſſes of men. The crime, for which this 
native was thus executed, namely, that of forgery, is not 
«© capital by the laws of that country ; though, by a fla- 
< tate made within this centuY, it has been made fo in 
England. The criminal fact alledged was at that time, 
* and had long been, in a courſe of examination in à civil 
as fair, the event of which was to be decided by the authen- 
« ticity of the inſtrument, ſaid to have been forged. In 
< ſo extraordinary a caſe, the execution of the ſentence 
might atid.onght to have been reſpited, until his Majeſty's 
« pleafure ſhould be known. The omiffion of ſuch refpite 
is the more to be noticed, becauſe the chief juſtice,” in 
<< his letter to the Earl of Rochford; of the 25th of Match, 
+ 7775, complitias, txt * he it Arie Halt rt mon. 
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n being obliged to infli& upon offenders the 
ſame puniſhments which are inflifted in England for the 
« ſame offences. His firſt inſtance is in the application 
of the law of capital puniſhments. He — N * 
eee eee e | 


4% The a os 1 this * . 
< tothe point at preſent under the obſervation of your com- 
© mittee, is this; that the Rajah, thus denied a reſpite,” 
et was; at the very time of his apprehenſion, under the 
protection of the council, in the mid} of his evidence 
« againſt Mr. Haſtings, the Governor-general, on a charge 
« of peculation and abuſe of his 2 in 1 r 
* frog: the natives. | 


| 1 9 is „„ 
tc trial and execution was looked upon by many of the na- 


tives as political; nor does the committee conceive it 


poſſible, that, combining all the circumſtances together, 
« they ſhould look upon it in the light of a common judi- 
< cial proceeding ; but muſt regard it as a politic meaſure, 

* the tendency of which is, to make the natives feel the 
extreme hazard of accuſing, or even givng evidence of 
© corrupt practices againſt any Britiſh ſubject in ſtation, 
even though ſupported by other Britiſh ſubjects of equal 
rank and authority. It will be rather a moekery, than a2 
<< relief to the natives, to ſee channels of juſtice opened to 
them, at their great charge, both in the inſtitution and 
in the uſe, and then appeals, ſtill wore expenſive, care-- 
< fully provided for them, when, at the ſame time, prac- 


tices are countenanced, which render the reſort to thoſe 


remedies far more dangerous than a patient endurance wy 
"NR, under which they may labour. 6954 
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+ Former committees, have produced ſome poſitive facts, 
in ſupport of their conjectural opinions, ſuch as bribery, 
peculation, and other crimes brought home againſt the 
culprit, - which laid his honour and common honeſty in 
the duſt. 
which from their notoriety force conviction on the 
mind a reader of humanity, though he may not place 
implicit confidence in all the following conjectures of the 
examinants, yet will find himſelf prone to admit that a 
man, who, has been proved guilty of one atrocious 
crime, = Rave _ e e Ow 


* Has this been the caſe ts Bs 


abandoned characters of his Majeſty's judges at Bengal fo 
fully : eſtabliſhed, as to juſtify a concluſion going to the 
full extent applied in the above quotation, from the report 
that they have been tl eee 
ſo I One a tragedy. | 


You. are now. Sir; er ks 1 
the wings of fortune; and baſking in the ſunſhine of. royal 
favour.— In which ' exalted (and in the eyes of ſome, 
enviable) fitnation, | I advance cloſe up to your noſe, and in 


the face of the nation, throw down my gauntlet of defiance 
at your feet, daring you to take it up, —— and produce 


General Haſtings, in his publick capacity, or as a private 
gentleman -; he has been guilty of one ſingle ation that 
will go to the . juſtification, of the crime implied in 
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With fuch undiſputed facts before him, 
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The inhabitants of Calcutta Sir, well know the 
characters of your | colleagues; I mean the ſoldier, 
the above parts of the report, with the moſt in- 
effible contempt, well knowing that their moral cha- 
| racters are placed high above the reach of the infinuations 
of fuch a triumvirate, though aided by the parole evi- 
| dence of a man, who ſeems to have been educated in 
' the college of Nundcomer, hereafter to be ſpoken 
of, and who, with the addition only of a ſtraw in 
his ſhoe will become highly K 
tors of r nn | 


AWE Ae et CEO ET mD ] COT n > 


4 Tus trial ef de Rajab; was publithad here f und di 
2 been, or may be read by every gentleman, who ſhall 
* be called to give an opinion on the ſubject matter of 
6 the report ; the merely judicial parts of which I ſtudi- 


ouſly avoid, and ſhall ſpeak only to the above quo- 
tation which has been extracted from it, and ſeems 
to imply that Mr. Haſtings n 


12 ſtruction of che man. 
in | Ido then confdeinly declare, that Mr. Haſtings never 


had but one opinion of Maha Rajah Nundcomar 
that ho at all times held in utter deteſtation the ptinciples- 
and character of the man, that he never did employ 
nor truſt him, but at the expreſs” deſire and command of 
the ſele&t committee of the court of directors; and 
then with a cautious diffidence that did not eicape the 


1 K . . 


* Rajah's penetration, all which will appear to the con- 
— viction of an unbiaſſed perſon, who has candour' enough 


to peruſe with _——_—_ 
GO NS een collected together in the ppe 


(38 ) 

to Europe, and was on the face of the company's records 
before it was known in Bengal, that the majority were 
coming to India, or that the Governor could know, {except 
by inſpiration,) that the man whoſe vices he had ſo fully 
and compleatly deſcribed, would be one of the inſtruments 
uſed by the majority to attempt his own deſtrition.—— 
when the reader has peruſed the papers in the appendix, 
on the ſubje in hand, I would appeal to his candour to 
know, whether he does imagine that a Governor of Bengal, 
with the experience and abilities of Mr. Haſtings, would, 
if he intended to raiſe a fortune by indirect means, 
employ ſuch a man as Nundcomer to effect it for him; 

or truſt, in ſo dangerous a piece of mal-adminiſtration, 
IS penn, and n of ſuch a 100 


If Mr. . hee rats 


have been that the man ſhould live, to have: attempted the 


eſtabliſhing of his pretended charges againſt him in the 
ſupreme court of judicature, in the doing of which, his 

villiany muſt have appeared on that, as on every 
other occaſion. but that was not what the majority 
really intended. They were no ſtrangers to the Rajah's 
true character, and wanted only to uſe him as an inſtrument 
to inſult the Governor in the eyes of the ſettlement, and 


for that reaſon, he was introduced by Mr. Francis into 


the council chamber, while the eee was 
ſeated 6 | 
. a little more into a Jetail of fas; in 
| order to prove, that it was the improper interpoſition of the 
majority of the civil government, and the encouragement” 
given to the Rajah, to expect every ſupport that their in- 
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tuin. 1 ſhalt ſpeak to two. other facts, which from being 


| blended and confounded together with the grand one of the 
- Rajahs: political diſpatch into eternity, have cauſed * 


to be wilfully miſrepreſented alſo. 


If I ſwerve in the leaſt, from the line of truth in relating 
the following circumſtances, there are two men, at your 
elbow. that can and T hope will call me to order; 
not merely by a private and ſilent negative nodd, or ex- 


j preſſive ſhrugg to the members at your own table, or in 
= your own houſe, for that ſhall not ſerve them; it muſt be 


by. an open, fair, and candid refutation of my affertions, 
(if they diſlike them,) and'that I may not be miſtaken, 
one. of the perſons whom I mean was ſuperintendent of the 


Y cutcherry, or country court of juſtice, at or about the time 


the judges arrived. And the other came with the majority 
to Calcutta, and took the lead in defending the Rajah on 
his trial, they were both in the ſecret, and had the latter 
of. them not been well paid for his ſervices, no opportunity 
could have offered for ſhewing his gratitude, in the manner 


he now does; to his friend Mr. Francis in attempting to 


revive the good old cauſe, at the expence of an injured and 
abſent man, and that in a manner* not very . to 
the means eee, * the ſame purpoſe at _—_— | 


e e year, TWP an ERIE who, was an 
inhabitant! of Calcutta, in Bengal, died, and left his eſtate 
to be divided in certain proportions amongſt his family, 
and in a. vaſt number of legacies, to particular people and 
to charitable uſes. His two nephews, were declared 
in the will to be the truſtees of the eſtate, but he ordered | 
that a particular friend of his ſhould direct all the concerns 
in ſettling his affairs, agreeable to a power of attorney, 
W W friend, jointly 


( & ) 


with a certain broker, who had always tranſacted the buft- 
neſs of his houſe, but this laſt, (the broker) was to act, or 
not to act, after his death, juſt as his confidental friend 
r | | 


nm of the hanher's death, the Eaſt-India com- 
pany owed, him a ſum of money, amounting to two hun- 
from the Governor and Council, in a great meaſure de- 
his patron,. the office of ſoliciting the payment of the 
money from the company's agents, in behalf of his fa- 


mily.———The payment was made, ee of the 3 


tate che negociation * The bonds ee 
to the Rajah, by one of the truſtees or nephews, and the 


confidental friend or acting adminiſtrator: to the eſtate of 


| ee ge e e eee 


ee mi em ac 
l 
| agreeable. to the power of attorney, and deſire of the decraſed 
in his will,) went together to the Rajah, to obtain the 


wh NR NE wy ends the ei of eee eee At 


banker's to him for 10, ooo rupees; cette faint | 


rupees, and two other papers. or bills of his, for 35,000 
mupees for. Durbar charges. Which expreſſion is always 
underſtood to mean money given to men in power in re- 
turn for favours obtained by means of their interceffion,— 
and by which the Rajah, agreeable to his conſtant practice, 
infinuated that he had given to- the Governor 35,000 ru- 
Pees, to procure the payment of the winey .-» When he had 
C 7" Þh ET ſeparated 
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but ten thouſand rupees.” * 


< 6 
as many of the bonds from the number 1 Se 4 


ed the remaining company's bonds, and the cancelled bonds 
and bills, to the executors as vouchers for them. He de- 


| red that the eight company's bonds which he had reſerved 
as due to himſelf, on account might be indorſed over to 
him. It was neceſſary that the deceaſed banker's book- 


keeper ſhould do mis; and the truſtee, the friend, and the 


broker, when they took leave of the Rajah, carried with 


them one of his ſervants to ſee it done. It was done, 
and the bonds re · delivered to the ſervant of the Rajah. 


T0 this ſtage of the bufineſs, nothing appeared, the book- 


keeper obeyed the poſitive orders of his late maſter's parti- 


WY cular friend and executor, in indorfing the eight company's 


bonds over to the Rajah, but not without making the fol- 
lowing exclamation.——** Good God ! what has all this 
money been paid to the Rajah for; . 


* * ö 3 


"This. cats; 3:00: ihe es: 


and when one of the legatees, wanted to bring the Rajalt 


to account. The friend or manager of the eftate; and 
the wife of the deceaſed banker, always interpoſed, by ſay- 
ing, why ſhould we, for a little money, diſturb the quiet 
of the patron and friend of our dead maſter, this in thewife, 
who, was to enjoy the fourth of the neat” eſtate, was very 
diſintereſted; ut people, who, know the piety and vir- 


tue of a great majority of Hindoo women, will not wonder 


at ſuch an exertion of thoſe godlike attributes in an Aſiatic 
vidow. But the contidental friend of the banker does 
not appear to have credit; given him, for being acłuated by 
ſuch noble motives as the widow ; for when ſhe had retired 
ta ſpend the remainder of her days into the interior part of 


71 : 5 | ? the 
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ſent him to the common priſon belonging to his court. 


1 


the | Rajab. and complaint was made in the Mayor's Court, 
that the acting executor of the dead banker, had convey- 


ed away ſome neceſſary papers belonging to the eſtate, and 


this. brought on him the ſuſpicion that he had been in 
league with the Rajah, in A 


„ eee ms. wo al 


——— 3 


_—_— — —— hi nes and a ſuit 


3 _ fc Sc country courts ; a 
- ſpirited young gentleman, then preſident of the cutchery, | 


ſent and-arreſted the Rajah, for contempt of his court, and 
without paying any regard to the ſolicitations: of the-gover- 


nor of Bengal, for the time being (not by committing to 


diſgrace a nobleman and Bramin of his high order.) He 


There to lie, ee ee on wet' and. ea 
ruſs > * 0 i eln 


* 


This commitment being 4 for coutempt, the Rajah 


by making proper conceſſions, got out again and the ſuit 
1 pane ee Fe argen 
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Some time in 55 2 10a, tbe dats 
e banker, and . ae ee bee 
the Rajah died, and Nundcomar, who with his affiſtanc 
had kept proof of his forgery: from appearing againſt hin in 
the country courts, became again in danger. Our 
take cognizance of civil ſuits between natives; this and 
ren. who, had poſſeſſed himſelf of other 
cople's money in the manner the Rajah had: could only 
be obliged to return it. is ſuppoſed to have prevented an ear- 
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605 | 
it was repreſented to the Mayor's Court that the only ſur- 


ka 


vey- viving executor to the eſtate of the banker; then at Cat" © 
and cutta, was incapable both in body and mind to go on to ma- 
in nage his uncle's eſtate, and an order was obtained that all 


papers relative thereto ſhould be delivered into the hands 
of Mr. William © Magee, the regiſter of the Mayor's 
Court —— With this man, the Rajah was ſaid to 
ae made intereſt for, during his life time. Proof 3s here- 
ofore was held back from the country - courts, This 
| 1 was one opinion, but there was another, Sir, which bore 
hard on your little friend, the cutchery man fle 
knows, how it came about that no decree paſſed for or 
againſt the Rajah; in his court, whilſt he preſided, and 
om ſome circumſtances of his conduct, which came · out 
terwards. We are at liberty to ſuppoſe, what we 
leaſe, as to the caly dare, e of his temper, in the ca- 
pacity of a Judge.— If he fays theſe are calumnious 
nfinuations.——T will admit,” that they are but hints to 
imes paſt  (Damn'd broad ones to be ſure,) but he 


uit cnows that the man who makes them is at hand, and will 


de produced if he pleaſes to eall for him,” heing 'always at 
home. At the ſame time let him advert to the buſineſs” 


n FLA 
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« Mayors court, Calcutta, 14th January 1772. 


* Ghoſaine by lis attorney William Magee informed the court that 
Pudmohon Doſs one of the executors to the laſt will and teſtament of 
Bollakey Doſs was lately dead, and that Gungabeſſen and his brother 
* Hengro Lollan, who is at Patna, are the remaining executors, and, 
# that Gungabeſſen, is incapable of taking charge of the affairs of the 
 faid Bollakey Doſs, ordered that William Magee regiſter of his 
court; ſhall forthwith take charge of the books and papers of the 


* eſtate of the ſaid Bollakey Doſs deceaſed, ane ae ſame, d 
** ſertlement thereof.” + 
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tered upon record, . againſt. the honour of a man on the 


as Mr. Francis does. There was not a man in Cal- 


A el the eſtate of the faid Bollakey Doſs deceaſed, and allo 
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other fide the world, whoſe amiable diſpoſition, and inte- 
grity of ſoul, he knows, but hates him for them, as much 


cutta, who did not believe that the Rajah had forged the 
papers, with the aſſiſtance of which, and the connivance 
of the confidental friend, and acting adminiſtrator, he had 
defranded the heirs at law, and the legatecs of the banker'! 
eſtate. It was alſo ſtrongly believed {that Mr. Magee, 

28 his en r 


At this time à ſet of hungry wolves, of daſtardly, ſelfiſh 
lawyers had been let looſe on the ſettlement, and they prod. 
about into every corner in queſt of prey. They al 
catch hold of the vouchers, (if they exiſted) to ſweat this 
original nabob . Some in your houſe are tolerable 
r but they are 
u e 
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Supreme court, mas a 1758 | 


— an advocate for Gangabilſen furviving exc- 
t cutor of Bollakey Doſs deceaſed, moves, that two cheſts 
** containing accounts and vouchers relative to the accounts, 


©* twenty-eight bonds, and reccipts belonging to the eſtate 
© which were depoſited in the regiſtry of the late mayors 


Cc court 
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FPS at the inflance. of William Meas n 
| ++ livered to the ſaid Gupgaheſſen,” | 2 M ni Ste 
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20 « Mr. Brix advocate for — Dok = 7 
| «« adminiſtrators of Pudmohun Doſs deceaſed, who was 


| © one of the Executors n * nee PA decal 
| c SEM a 1116 256 . bred 2 be 
| ; „ 285 Jet 261 7 * w_ ric £39 00 
Not 0 teaſe. ot further, 3 mich hard ontlandich 
| names. ——1 ſhall only obſerxe, ; that Pudwohun Def was 
| the name of the friend, and the acting executor; to ſettle 
the. affairs, and the man who; through fear, fraud, or on 
ſome unknown principle, permitted the Rajah to cheat 
„ Gungebeſſen was the 
nephew or one of the truſtees appointed by the will, this 
laſt was the perſan whom, the mayors court ſet on fide as 
inſufficient from debility of body and mind to conduct 
n fairs eee my — 
3 you e 
as 2 capable man, and prays. the court to order him the 
papers of his uncles eſtate. On the future trial, howeyer 
it appeared that he was ſo extremely ill of a diſorder which 
had hung on him for a long time; that the furgeons 
declared on oath, n 19: bring, .. 
* his death. 
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vouchers ; for the truth was Magee had not deſtroyed | 
the forged bond and two fititious bills for . durbar - 
charges, but only put them from amongſt the other papers 
3 eee 
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Aten ny lawyer in in Calcutta was endeavouring to 
come in for part of the ſpoil, either in attacking or de- 
fending the Rajah. be Se f e 


| had not deen deſtroyed. | IA 

iN 064: bee 0 Va 0 210 
Aae Gui e e eue cabs ne but 
I have heard that a black writer who had acted in the 
Mayors Court under the regiſter Magee, gave a hint 
to the company's lawyer, in what part of the regiſters office 
| the papers was to be found, and he flew with them to the 
neck nephew; or truſtee of the banker's eſtate, who at that 
time lived in the houſe of tlie Broker ſo often mentioned, 
and who, by virtue of his joint power of attorney, had 
attcd" in the affairs of the eſtate, fince che dksth of the 
banker's' friend, and principal executor. A meeting 
of all the legatees on the ſpot, together with the book- 
keeper was called, and the whole being convinced that the 
Wah had cheated the eſtate by means of the falſe vouchers 
no in their poſſeſſion of ſo capital a ſum as eighty odd 
thouſand rupees”; "which, if recovered” was to be divided 
_ anjongſt them; and the broker having in view 5 per cent 
on the fum, if received by virtue of his power of attorney; 
itimouſly agreed by the book keeper, the legatees 
nt, and the agents for abſent legatees ; that the broke: 
* — uir are 355 
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„A 
ker being abſent, and the friend dead. The Rajab 
had not one well wiſher at this general meeting, 
but the fick nepliew, and he by the warm revenge 
of the bookkeeper whO had ſerved the family his whokk 
iſe, the avaricious views of the broker and legatees, was 


hurried on againſt his will, it was ſaid to admit of the 
—— . HR Ia EY _ 
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| fworn to before one of the judges, (as acting juſtice of te 
peace for the day) and the Rajah, committed to the, 
connty gaol. This whole affair was ſo ſudden, that 
not one of the majority, nor of the minority knew any. 


thing of the matter, until the Rajah was lodged in priſon: 
the deputy. ſheriff did offer to bail him, but the ſitting 


juſtice, ſaid it was à criminal affair, and bail could not be 


0 Fr 


Now, Sir, if you pleaſe, let us pauſe. à little, to era 


mine your aſſertions of the matter being conſidered by me 


country people as à political one. I ſhall admit that 
neither the nephew, the book -keeper, the legatees, or the 


broker, looked further then to the diſgrace of the Rajah and 
the recovery. of the money.———T be company's lawyer, 


had certainly a view to the obtaining a good fum from the; 
Rajah, on the idea that he ſhould be able to quaſh the 


l evidence. And it is not unlikely but he might have 


effected it had he only had Hindoos to deal with, who are 
averſe to the ſpilling of blood, and in particular chat of a 
Bramin; but he had ſnatched the prey out of competitors 
hands, who were as greedy and knowing as himſelf, and 
who, ſpirited -up by the majority, .joined 8 him i FI 
ec OR oe t ee p rer e de. ' 

Apia laces that din, his cas 
Rajah, was on but indifferent terms with Mr. Haſtings,-: 
no enmity between the men themſelves. It was a lady 
war, which ſometimes will engage and draw afide the atten - 
tions of the wiſeſt of mankind. I mention this only 
becauſe it was confidently ſaid; that the juſtice acted in 
obedience to the wiſhes of the Governor. If he did, 
it was a proof of his being à bad courtier, for the loaves 
e 1 


- bg" ft IRE Haſtings 
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Haſtings opinion, for the Governor Knew it ot Himſelf 
until che next morning, when he ſaid to the perſons 
near him, I am ſorry for it, the refuſing bail, though, the 
a& of a gentleman, who muſt know his duty in ſuch caſes 
will” de hid to me. Ie gueſſed right, much abuſe was 
heaped on both, it was called '2 concerted ſcheme, to de- 
ſtroy the honour of a man of rank, and make his life mi- 
ſerable by the forfeit of his c aft or religion from the con- 
tamination he would receive by his being in priſon one 
moment What had been done by a factor in the 
company's fervice, Jas noted above.) with great impunity, 
link noiſe, and no damage to the Rajah ; was now the 
moſt daring piece of political temerity in the king's' judges, 
who all agreed the next day not to admit of bail, though 
every indulgence was ee . 
1 


eee thats, 
by his office held the priſoner confined, was Mr. Francis 


brother-in-law, who, had followed his fortune to India, 


has. always' been conſidered as a very lucrative office, 
The'idepuny- ſheriff, and the goaler, with all the inferior 
then, I hope, be allowed that the Rajah was as well treated 
as tlie ſituation he was in would admit. As to encou- 
ragement, the majority, and all their friends, I have heard, 
vitited him in goal, of the majority doing it in perſon, I 
the man would die rather then eat, in his preſent circum- 
flarices, he was oonſidered as a martyr to the cauſe of truth ; 
by the few who, thought like” the majority, who, really 
ſeemed to have given up not only their opinions, but alſo 
their conkiences, into the dire gion of their miniſter. 
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is that the proſecuting lawyer and the Rajah's two council, 
| who, had undertaken his defence, had been nominated by 
| the majority to theif offices of coutiſeflors, and lawyet' for 
| the company. . "The latter uſed to boaft 'with "'grext 
| indifcretion and vanity, that he would fave the Rajah's 
fife, if his council would confent to his paying the debt, 
and give him a handſome ſum. This the others treated 
| with great contempt and ſcorn, declaring that they were 
| fare of obtaining an acquittal of the Rajah, and bringing 
| the proſecutors to ſhame. * It ought not to be forgot 
ten that the Rajah, though all his life engaged in ſcenes of 
E prodigious villainy, as may have been ſeen in the Appen- 
dir, No. 3.——Vet could not poffibly conceive, that 
| fupported as he was by the whole weight of the majority, 
in whoſe hands reſted the civil and military government of 
the ſtate, that he ftood in any danger from the judicial 
power, it was an idea that was nor yet formed in the mind 
of an Afiatic, the experience of 'Nundcomar's whole life 
ran counter to it. T want, Sir, your abilities to ex- 
preſs myſelf fully, and as T feel in this part of my fubjeRt. 
Turn, Sir, to your friend the cutchery hero, aſk if whit 
I affert is not ſtrictly true, and from his anſwer de- 
termine, to whoſe account it "ougfit to be laid, that the 
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* « Tt appearing to us that the company will be engaged in m 
| « fairs on behalf of theſe people, we have employed Mefſre. Faryor 
% and Brix, as ſtanding council, and HR rham as at» 
, torney, in behalf of the fn, M 
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3 e Giends and 5 
taught by the council who had undertaken his defence, 
that no harm could approach him, if he ſet heartuly about 
preparing properly for his trial; a houſe was opened 
by.. Nundcomar's friends in the moſt bare-faced manner, 
ſor bold daring ſwearers and ready money evidence to re- 
ſort to, people went about the town to find out men of 
ſtrong memories, in order ww have them trained. The 
Rajah had by him the ſeals, which he had applied to the 

bond, and the hand writing of perſons, whoſe hand 
writing was to fome other papers, which was thought 
would be wanting ; an inſtrument, was prepared, to which 
the ſeals and writing was fixed, in every reſpect ſimilar to 
the 'forged bond; and the men ſelected to ſtudy a ſtory to 
give in evidence, pertinently and aptly. went to School regu- 
larly: every day to the Rajah's ſon in law, and they were 
brought to him in jail to be croſs examined and perfected 
in their ſtory, and every re 0 
n. R 


al "Forty-eight Engliſh Gentlemen of unblemiſhed cha- 
racters were ſummoned by the ſheriff on the grand jury, 
_their names was written on ſeveral bits of paper, and thrown 
together into a box. A ſeparate liſt of the names in 
the box was called over, to ſee if all the gentlemen were 
there : the under-ſheriff held the box, and the clerk of 


| "thEcrown, drew twenty-three names from the forty-eight 


that were in the box, who were ſworn in on the Grand 
Jury, and the gentlemen ſo choſen, went through 
the evidence in the moſt ſolemn manner; and 
unanimouſly found the bill tle unanimouſly, be- 


_ cauſe 


1 
The Fo 1 


uſe that is Aue the caſe, ahd certainly 
packing could have been ſuſpected in the ſheriff, it was 
ot againſt the Rajah. The ſame form and regu- 
anity was obſerveck in the impannelling the petty jury; 
out of thoſe ſummoned, there were above eighty, the 


bout WW jah had a lift in his hand, and as he Knew of hilnlelf, 
encd or by his friends, the charaQer of every Engliſhmen in 
ie ſettlement, who were ſuch as could be fummoned on a 


| jury: he from notes ſet oppoſite their names in hib 6wn 
Wringuage, challenged many, at length a jury was fworn in 


The ne 2 pleaded not guilty, and the trial 1 — — 

o the 7 a Arie e 145 
hand Wi An Ent A ee nt thay hel entle- 
ught ; Ten of that profeffion, in all civilized nations think that 
rbich they have a right to go great lengths in the defence of their 
ar to nem. Our | couhcellors ' fought the” Rajahs batte 
ry to bravely; but not having the uſe of tlie country" Lan- | 


regu- puage, could give no affiſtance i in training the evidence, nor 
were bras it eaſy for them to keep their arures ficady in Cetin 
ected parts of the trial. Four men were | brought to fwear” 

to a long account of their being preſent, when the forged 


bond was written by one man, executed by another, and 
witneſſed by three others: that all the principals were dead 
except the Rajah in whoſe favour the bond was drawn; 
and even tlie fervant who brought the ink ſtand was 
dead. but they four, who though of the very loweſt 1 
order of people had come in by accident to vifit a Prince 
and Bramin and faw the tranſaction, without having any 
thing to do with it were alive, yet they ſwore to the ſeals, 
and pointed each mans particular one, though cut in the 
Perſian character, which neither of them underſtood”: ar 
firſt ' they went on very well, but one of wem being 
aſked a queſtion, by the foreman of the jury, relative to 
forme fact which he had ſpoken to in the middle of his 

. - evidence 
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» 1 bs, j— 4 Sy it from be to.end, 
another being ſhewn a paper which he had 2 an hour 
before was of his own hand writing, and defired to write 


rr 


ig, lente erer 1 it with 


N 
1. read what = had before forge to have written; ; 
8 ; could nat read. Mr. Bris one of the 


er the. Rat, could not ſtand that; But 
of E much gs 29 erchkim “ 37 — 
n the. o other coupcil, however kept 
4 = Fig applied to the court for blank ſubpaeneas, 
ſuppoſes. to. be with, intention far _ the, Rajah 10 put 
M mee Dame ig the - blank, whom, his party out 
in gpg of voluntier eyidence, might think proper, 2 this 
the, .cpurt, refaſed. After ſeven days fitting, the 
engel. by the any nn. Len. 


Nom . I would. aſk. you, if Mr. Haſtings had been 
mad enough, fooliſh enough, or wicked enough, to have 
interpoſed. by himſelf or friends, either to have hanged or 
ſaved the Rajah at what period of time was it to be dane? 
From the moment. be was committed, to the laſt bour of 
his life, the man had ſtrong hopes given him that he ſhould 
be faved, . Let thoſe who fed him with ſuch hopes, 
and, prevented his. complying with the propaſals of the 
proſecutors. lawyer, of getting the whole, evidence drawn 
off for certain ſums of money ; anſwer when called upon 
for. the pernicious and ruinous advice. which deluded that 
bad man, and led him blindfolded as it were 
to the foot of the gallows. For not the 3 
| F 
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6 3 had ſigned the warrant for 
his execution, And had to learn in his laſt moments, 
hat his death made known for the firſt time to the inha< - 


bitants of Hindoſtan, that there exiſted a power in the fu- 
[prime court, which in chelr own „ 
e e nag | 


Sir Reben Chamber, ane of the judges, GH mebb hi 
brethren ts poſtpone the execution until his majeſty's plea - 
fure ſhould be known, but he was informed that there 
lied at that time in the town, a banyan, or country mer- 
chant; who had been convicted of forgery at the quarter 
ſeſſions, at Calcutta, in 1762, but on a petition being given 
an to the Governor and Council, figned by vaſt numbers 
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gery was conſidered but as a venal offence. by the laws and 
trial for that ciame, which had happened ſince the Englith 
ad ſettled amongſt them chey prayed a ſuſpenſion of the 

ntence until the matter could be referred to tlie king. The 
mitted the ſame: offence, in the ſame place: ' Sir Nobert 


or in the conduct of che majority. Long 'before-the 
Rajah was by heir miniſter ſet about making out 'arzes in 
| barzomet ſhop, (in Engliſh collecting materials for im · 


had pledged themſelves in tlie moſt ſolemn manmer to the 
company, to the miniſtry and to the nation, to prove the 
Governor- general to be the moſt vicious man and mal- 


promiſed great proof, nor one fingle particle of it, has 
een K yet 


of the moſt ceſpeitable inhabitants, ſetting forth that for- 


Lacking their prefident in the college of inſofmers,) they 


| adminiftrator in the king s dominions: this repeated 
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yet been ſarth coming, 'the ſum total of the honour of thb 
evidence of Mr. Philip Francis. What weight ſuch 2 


Haſtings for the recovery of one hundred pounds in Weſt - 
wages og oi: „ ff > 406 er modo" fit 


chief juſtice at the head of: the Sudder Dewannee Adawilat, 
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ſupreme court, to the bounds preſcribed: to the old mayors 


ſtored by flacing ono of the judges in the poſt given to the 


| having, , — whole of 233 


e fixitg of the falary, had not been ſent to him, by the 
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whole party ſtands now collected, and depends oni the parole 


man's aſſertions would have in 4 civil: ſuit againſt Mr. 


minſter-hall, I cannot fay but J do think that an Engliſn 
jury, who knew their —_—_ and conſidered every circumſtance 


«x un buten 1 doctor rf 
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to decide on appeals; from the country courts of juſtice. 
it ought to be remembered that the experiment of truſting 
the ſupreme court with an interfering power which they 


from the civil power, to avoid the evil which muſt have 
enſued from being obliged to wait à deciſion of the matter 


the iritention of the legiſlature, in eſtabliſhing: ſome check 
on the provincial courts, over which the company's 'ſer- 
vants/prefided : this I really think has been ſuſficiently re- 


8 + wiſh the three judges were to have held it 


the ſuppoſed colluſion. I alſo wiſh the committet had 
accepted of Major Scots declaration, that the account of 


I Gage to c apa — 
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' Intention of doing it on !red6rd, why then held back the 
certainty. If the matter had paſſed in council, could 


Mr. he poſſibly have conceived” that unfavorable concluſions 
Res could be drawn from his net having adviſed" his agent 


of a thing being done, which moſt likely was not done, 
and at the ſume time order him to declare that it was 
in agitation to be done. The laſt years judicial act is 
now with them wand propheey, chat it will induce the 
chief juſtice to come home: Sir Robert Chambers will 
ſucceed him in the cliief juſtieeſhip; and he and Mr. Hyde 
will do the buſineſs of ihe old limits very well, the preſent 
heates will ſubſide, and mo country be at peace. Mb 
ile 1% 100 10 ast 164baxobat en 20 fü 15995 Mie n 
No but it was a damned politieal job, to put into che 
chief juſtice' pocket, eight or ten thouſand pounds before 
the plan could be reverſed, be it ſo; all that can be inſtrred 
from it is, chat i a man in Mr. Haſtings ſituation ſhall be 
reduced from political neceſſity, to move a ſtep out of the 
high road laid down for him; though to fave tlie fate, 
chat ſhall not ſave him. If he condeals it, he ib 4 Knave. 
Ir he declares it, he is a fool. Though honeſty is flidl to 
10 mo beſt policy, the world will not abide by its-own 
Many accidents happen in the government of the 
mewyy where true honeſty and true policy mingle as badly 
together as oil and water. You, Sir, are a gredtfimeſinan, 
and have boen heard to ſay, that in your opinion, Mr. 
Haſtings politicks were erooked politicks, excuſe me Sir, 
for ſaying that I think your concluſions are crooked con- 
eluſions, that the evidence you have AN _— of 
m go no way man n 
belt Jin bee rtf ng $0. % bai n 928 
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= This laſt may be depended: on, as beds the particular and 


(. 26 ) 
matted; : Should: Mr, fig be now deat, 
and the preſſing diſtreſſes of this declining tate, multiply 
ſo faſt upon her as not to allow time ſor a compleat inveſti- 
Sion into his conduct. I ſhall be no way ſurpriſed at meet 
ings. in, ome. monthly or annual Regiſter, ſome ſuch 40 
nme 1782. 
„ Bug {rocinti? 
oh] ee has 
„ panticulacly vafortunate. She has bean fixippeit of rwarh 
+ the whole, of her tranſivarine poſſeſſians, Mitorca his 
Sia v the. arms of: Spain, thaee fo ubs of om Wel 
„India Iſlends, have been capteret by the; Faenth Ame 
* rica, will treat with us as independent ſtates, or net at al, 
and our affairs in the Eat Indies have fallan into great 

. This la: has bean imirchy 
votes polenicks' ob that monſter of iniquity 
«« Gonergr- general, taſtings, that rapazious; arid blood 
An-. in—-laft-raring mad after. having au- 
2 the enormous ſur of two millions ſterling, by 
* al ts of oppreſiions. Teimmalne cauſe of his death 
©: 8:ſuppaſed to. bave prorecded from 
„ile onſcienem, for having been oohcerund wich the 
£4 judges. of the fuprorae court in cauſing to be pur to death. 
zen, ee Prince by his rank, and a 
© Leſt Bramin, that is n arehbiſbop of & plaue called: Hin- 
„ua, this draadfal conſpiracy bas been brought to 
< hght, with, many. other of his enormities by that virte- 
©: guz and good man, Ms. Philip. Francis, who, it is ſaid, 
Will have 2 red; ribban,! and, be feet to-fupply: his place 


** confidental friend of our great ftateſmen and patriot, the 
F Br: honpurabls K. Burke, bene ef his inajedties.ptic- 
F 
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. ˙ right in their cob» 
zetor, the.iſtorian vin not be muck out in his conchus 
sons; but if they ſhould have been quite wrong, ar Þ dare 


ney will prove, what reparation can be done to an 
Enjured man. Alas, Sir, do you mean to proceed to act 
en no beter authority in fr, of government. Wilk 
evidence ſo futile, ſo weak. and fo ſuſpicious, as what you 
down. Sir, for God's ſake, from the pedaſtal to 
_— convince us that pattern oat 
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& rioted! in every dirty exceſs, when Marius ſubdued, 


ro has-noeyen han enabled. 
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ürman, to advert to a circuraſiance or two, which hav 
5, 28 it ſhould ſeem, flipped out of his mind for the pre- 
mag and chance = ſpoil his eloquence. | W 
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when: he. comes; to deſcribe the enormity of waſting the 


company's money in giving to the chief juſtice; :5,6co ru- 
pees per month, for undertaking a line of duty which pro- 
bably may reſtore peace and order to the country. Will it 
not ocur to him, how angry he was with the Governor 
and Council, for ſuppoſing that he waſted their maſter's 
money, when only a colonel in their ſervice; he charged 
5. 00 rupees per month for his table expences, and at the 
fame time drew 2, 550 rupees. per month, pay and batta. 
The King thought proper to give the Lord Chief Juſtice, 
the rank next to the Governo general, though a general 
officer in his own ſervice, and a Knight of the Bath com- 
manded the army. Is 5,600 rupees per month too much 
to ſupport the dignity of the firſt judicial officer in a great 
kingdom; and 10, 2 50 rupees per month, too little to ſerve 
the-ſame purpoſe, for a child of obſcurity, or at beſt a ſol- 
dier of fortune. Will he dare to hint at the Chief Juſtice's 
legal ſalary of eight thouſand pounds per annum, which he 
kriows from his experience, and from his conſeienet, is bare- 
y ſufficient to maintain a member of the board of trade, 
bo lives in any degree of ſtile, in a country where they 
ae conſidered to be next in rank, to the great officers of 
— the ſame time muſt know, that by my turning to 
thei records of a; committee, (ho by keeping to facts, left 
e world to judge of private character) would enabled me to 
prove that mor than ¶ 20, o pounds per annum, did not 
fatisfy him, and that from poſitive ſums, which we know 
he received for three years together, without ſaying a word 
about emoluments or ſituation or paying the Kings tribute 
might chance to grate upom his ear. If he thunders out his 
eloquence againſt debarring the natives of ſubſtantial juſtice. 
Where vill the little cutchery. man find a hole to hide. it 
Head, yet, Sir, with theſe men have you Joined, ali ſted by 
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an evidenee, that-would' be ' whipped at the office in Bow- 
Street, or Hicks's* Hall, to attack in a moſt unprecedente$ . 
manner the honor of an abſent man, whom you do not 
eſteem,” becauſe you do not know. His character has 
been given to yo in 2+ manner that would diſgrace the 
moſt nnen . own country. 
9 {7 5 nens <1} Aud id 
79% eee e you, Sir, FR this plain language 
can come only from a fateſmian out of place, I do aſfure 
you that T am no ſtateſman, or wiſn or hope to become 
one; 1 am, however, a well wiſher to my king and cdu“, 
andgrateful to te Eaſt India company, for what I have ny 
in view to enjoy. Poſſibly thirty years experienee in the 
affairs of India may entitle me to ſay a few words on 
ſubject, which 'T 1 hope your houſe will attend to, in che : 
formation of any future regulating bill on Afiatic buſineſs 
what I have learrit, was gathered in my paſſage, from vouth 
to-old age, converſing with all ſorts of inhabitants in every 
part of India; not as your offieious and partial evidence 
Mr. Francis learnt his, from inflamed intereſted men, and 
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a perſons who — FOR a HEAT Os Oe 
” eirele of four talles'in'eltcuraferents:” 
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om Ever 4b. e ver 1750, ate len ad 
left India affairs; of all the confuſions and diforders, of all the 
= hair breadth eſeapes from total ruin; in which T have ſeen 
_ te company's affairs ſo frequently involved. I never c 
- diſcover © but one cauſe for ſuch dreddful and fatal eats, 
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and that eauſe yet remains, and ſeems to have got ſuch fuſt 
hold on the ſtate; and on the company, that repeated and 
almoſt ruinous experience, has not yet induced them te 
attempt a remedy, though it is in their power, and nothing 
can be more fimple: Inſtead of conferring! a ſteady reſpon- 
ſibility „ ne er 
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Have canſtantly thrown it down in their different ſettlements 
Sr their governors and council to ſcuffle for, and moſt per 
nicious conſequences have always, and for ever enſued. I; 
there a man in England, who can at this moment ſay whe- 
ther Lord M'Cloud, or. a. majority of the members of the 
old council at Madrafs, holds the direction of affairs, and 
of courſe the reſponſibility at that prefidency, or who, can 
tell. me whither Mr. Haſtings on one fide, or Mr. Whelcr 
and Mr. M*Ferſon or the ether, have now. the govern. 
ment of Bengal in their hands, and of courſe the power of 
| continuing the war, or making peace with all the potentates 
the ſecretary will cell you who is governor at any one of the 
preſidencies, and give a liſt of the council, but he knows no 
more than you do with which fractional or factional parts 
of che agregate body the power, that is, the reſponſibility 
lies; for the laſt twenty years not à ſeaſon has paſt over 
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without; the Court of Directors having advice of ſome fu- nc 
rious ſquabhles for power having taken place, at ſome one flu 
ax all their ſettlements in India, If they approye the con - 00 
duct of one party and enforce their meaſures hy new orders, col 
| before thoſe orders arrive, power has changed hands, and an 
the principles they approve no longer are purſued, all uni 
chat the former majority had dene, has. by the preſent Po 
winning party been overſet, and inſtead of obeying the the 


an. a pip 
devefiprs as commended 


g Is EA FZ iss FL BIT 


1 1 
impolitic ſyſtem we owe the war with Coſſim Alley in 

1763, which called abroad Lord Clive, the impriſonment 
of Lord Pigot, the making a cypher of Mr. Haſtings for 
two years in the government of Bengal, and the leflening 
of him in the opinions of all the great powers in India, to 
this rotten ſource, and a ſimilar conteſt amongſt the pre- 
fidencies themſelves, we muſt look for the cauſes of the pre- 
ſcat Maharatta and Carnatic war: it would be needleſs to 
go on with citing inſtances in proof, the company's records . 


contain nothing elſe. In Lord Pigot's firſt government, 


he had by his addreſs acquired this neceſſary influence, and 
under it made fuch prudent preparations to receive General 
Lally at the ſiege of Madras, without which the gallantry 
of Lawrence, Draper, Monſon, and their brave 3 
could not have faved the town. 


Tn 1559, Colonel Clive foreſeeing that if the French were 
not diſpoſſeſſed of the Port of Maſulapatnam, and their in- 
fluence in the Northern Sircars deſtroyed, —Pondicherry 
could not be reduced, as from the above places they drew 


conſtantly great ſupplies in grain and money. He formed 


an army at Bengal for that purpoſe, and ſent it to the coaſt 
under Colonel Ford, who did the bufineſs compleatly, and 


Pondicherry being deprived of its laſt e, was reduced 
the next year. 


This neceffary and Pires meafure was oppoſed by every 
member of the council, and had we then had a leſs deter- 
mined and leſs yigorous Governor, or a man who was to be 
intimidated by the wimperings and ſnivelings of the inha- 
bitants, a PR in the hd ſe have es 


Wil Colonel Ford and * n 
— point of the BD troops from Batavia 
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came into the river of Bengal, with numbers more than 
double to thoſe we had in the European line for the de- 
fence of Fort William, excluſive of eight hundred malays. 
Clive's ſpirit was too great to run into garriſon before he 
tried his fortune in the field, at this critical moment it 
came to be known that the Nabob, a creature of our own 
making, ſtimulated by his miniſter Nundcomer had invited 
the Dutch to invade the country in hopes of counterballanc- 
ing the Engliſh power. His ſon, a ſuſpicious character 
lay encamped with eight thouſand men on the plains of 
Plaſſy. Clive ſent him a poſitive order at his peril not to 
move from where he lay. Colonel Ford returned at this 
inſtant, but without his troops. Clive ſent him with three 
battalions of Seapoys and what Europeans he could muſter, 
over the river, with orders to throw himlelf be- 
tween the Dutch troops from Batavia, and thoſe who were 
marching from Chenſura to join them. When this was 
effected, Ford faw that immediate action was inevitable, 
but there being no national war with the Dutch, and Fort 
William within one hour's diſtance, he wrote to Colonel 
Clive for an order of Governor and Council to attack them, 
Clive who was ſetting in a mixed company, read the note 
with his uſual compoſure, and without faying a word or 
moving from his ſeat, took a pencil from his pocket, and 
wrote on the margin of the letter, the * words. 
„Dear Ford, 
« Fight them directly, I will ſend you an * of 0. 


eil by and by.“ Wi 
9 


1 
n delivered i it to the orderly ſerjeant, and bid him 
bend it back to Colonel Ford as faſt as poſſible. 1 
But Clive and Chatham were ſtars of ſuch reſplendent 
magnitude that their actions, I fear, operate rather as ex- 
ceptions, to the general conduẽt of mankind, than, as 


e dhe imitation of them. 
— RE 'The 
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The conſtitution of the Eaſt India company is by no 
means defective in its principles, but every way equal to 
the conducting of their affairs in Aſia. And it is aſtoniſh- 
ing to obſerve that inſtead of confiding the neceſſary power 
in the hands of one man, whom after more . than twenty 
years ſervices, and innumerable inſtances of his abilities 
and integrity, they have appointed to carry on their affairs 
as Governor, yet leave reſponſibility to be ſcrambled for, 
and obtained by a ſet of younger ſervants, headed by a 
deſperado, who having ſome intereſting point to carry for 
himſelf, when that is obtained, cares not fixpence for the 
maſter, or their ſervants. I need not travel out of your 
committee, Sir, to ſeek damning proofs of this aſſertion, 
but I mean not here to inſtance the late fituation of Mr. 
Haſtings in particular. The obſervation, takes in the whole 
ſcope of the company's ſervice, paſt and to come, as long 
as things remain as they are. Mr. Hornby, the preſent 
Governor of Bombay, has ſerved the company near forty 
years ; the two next in rank to him, have been in the ſer- 
vice above thirty : Is there any man, who does not reaſon 
en the principle, that intereſt is the teſt of merit, but what 
would prefer giving the ſucceſſion to the government to one 
of thoſe, with an influence, that by making him reſponti- 
ble, involved his own character, and made the good of the 
company and the preſervation of that character one and 
the ſame object, at ſuch a certainty, the company would 
know in whoſe abilities they had placed confidence, whoſe 
meaſures, or whoſe conduct it was that they had before 
them to decide on, and if they found ſuch a confidental 
ſervant acting contrary to their intereſt, they could inſtant- 
ly remove him, and benefit from the ſeverity of their own 


Juſtice, by its operating in terrorem, on the mind of his 


ſucceſſor, ſuch a man, knowing, that he alone was account-. 
able for any deviation from the orders and rules of the ſer- 
| . ”" LW % | vice, 
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vice, would reaſon much, and having no oppoſition to his 
will, to rouſe and ſet his paſſions in motion, to diſturb or 
deſtroy his reaſoning faculties ; his actions would be di- 
rected by ſound unirritated judgment. The minds of the 
other members of the board, as well as thoſe of the younger 
ſervants, and inhabitants at large would be free from party 
ſquabbles, and at peace. What is it that the company or 
the ſtate would riſque by trying of ſuch an experiment, that 
is not riſqued now? Have we not recent inſtances to prove 


that the removing of whole ſets of ſervants, goes only to 


the effects, without touching the cauſe? Would Hyder 
Ally have dared to have entered the Carnatic, but from 
conviction, that the ſinews of government had been ſo 


relaxed by party and faction, that no ſpring of action re- 
mained? When men can lean on the opinion of others, in 


Juſtification of their own; the beſt curb on the actions of 


man, the fear of ſhame is taken away. 


A Governor of Bengal, (I will inſtance Mr. Haſtings) 
who, has been trained up from a boy in the ſervice, uſed to 
the manners and cuſtoms of the natives, and is by long 


habit, eaſy in admitting, and bearing bis part in them, 


wants no go-betweens, for carrying on the current affairs 
of government : information is brought him that an am- 


baſſador is arrived at Calcutta, from ſome great. Prince, 


perhaps the Nizam or Soubah of the decan; he fixes a day 
for giving him an audience; but ſecretly. inſtructs a 
confidental officer of the country government to wait, on 
him privately in his name, tendering him, every kind of 


civility and reſpect, and at the fame time to draw from his 


ſervants and dependants as well as by his own obſervations; 


what is the true character of the agent, his connexions and 


his influence at the court, from whence he came ſo prepared. 
he receives the repreſentative of the Frince, with all thoſe 


little niceties and obſeryations which are neceſſary to an 


f : 


Aa ie Loa ran Fs. o Sevens at 
Nan 0 


E: 1 . 


aw: 


„ 
interview with an Aſiatic ambaſſador, che confidener of 
whoſe maſter TO wiſh to N 


His Nuzzar or pln — a; fm Se, 
money, is received with. a politeneſs and. eaſe, which can, 
only be learnt by long and conſtant uſage, (and not rudehy 
refuſed, on a ſtrained and contemptable conſtruction of an 
Engliſh act of parliament, forbidding: the receipt of corrupt 
preſents, as we have ſeen was done, by men of pretended 


virtue, who at the ſame time were uſing means to do away 


a man's life, by. giving falſe information.) 


The company withdrawn, the man's paſſions are attacked 
by honeſt, not crooked policy : his vanity is warmed: and 
fed, by the kindneſs and politeneſs of the great Engliſh. 
Chief; his admiration is called forth, at hearing his maſters 
power and good qualities complimented in the pureſt 
diction of the language ſpoken at his own court. At 
going away, beettle * is-preſented to him by the Governor, 
in 2 manner ſo captiyating as to make a compleat conqueſt 
of the man's good opinion, ceremony over in one or two 
private audiences ;; the Governor by his familiarity and 
condeſcenſion, makes the man write what he pleaſes to his 

Prince, as far as it relates ta his e Ee 
good intention towards him. | 


N. B. Thedelicacy of Afiatic manners has eftabliſhed a cuſtom of 
preſenting Beeilenut, with the leaf, ſome Cardimoms, and a / ſmall” - 
portion of pure lime, made of ſea ſhells, all mixed together, and 
ready for uſe, given only by a ſuperior to an inferior, on their going. 
away, the calling for this, (bribe as our immaculate triumvirate would 
term it) fignifies to the viſitant, that he has PR to withdraw, 
or tnat 1 time of audience is oyer. 

The 
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The Governor then dictates or writes himſelf a letter 
in the Perfian language, couched in the moſt elegant terms 
of compliment uſed in Aſia, and with it ſends a plan of a 
treaty which he wiſhes may take place between the Prince 
and the company ; and this he ſends by truſty meſſengers, 
whoſe ability and fidelity, long practice has taught him to 
diſtinguiſh ; ordering them to wait at court for an anſwer, 
promiſing a fuitable reward for diſpatch in their return, 
) eee e mended uy | 


At 6 and the n - 
accepted, the executive branch of the government has done 
its duty: in this ſtage of the buſineſs, the Governor lays, 
the papers before his council, with a minute ſetting forth 
his reaſons for deſiring their concurrence in the meaſure 
propoſed : ——— When up gets one of the majority, moves 
to put a negative on it, and it is carried againſt the Go- 
vernor, by the caſting vote of a clerk from the war office, 
who knows no diſtinction of character, between Eu- 
ropeans and Afiatics, except that of a black man, and a 
white man, or as the common people of that country 
E e CEE, 


ae ae th bed of it that he 
can with che Prince, and his ambaſſador, but the evil 
does not ſtop here, the ambaſſador is ſent for in private, on 
the ſuppaſition that the Governor has ſome ſecret negoci - 
ation with him, tending to his own emolument; and the 
mas is given to underſtand what he is obliged to believe 
that the Governor-general has in fact no power; and in 
conſequence he writes to his court, that whatever bufineſs 
is to be done at Fort William, muſt firſt meet the appro- 
bation of men, who taking all their information from others, 
were ſuſpicious, diffident and flow, and that the plan pro- 
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poſed by the Governor was at an end: in one, of thoſe. 
nocturnal interviews, it was that a linguiſt was preſſed by 
Mr. Francis, to explain to the ambaſſador what a great 
man he was, and being at a loſs for a proper compariſon 
to illuſtrate his power, defired the man to deſcribe "ne 
as n 


Such Sir, have been, and perhaps now are the conſequen= 
ces of appointing a man to a ſtation of high -reſponſibility 
from whoſe capacity much good is expected, at the mo- 
ment his power is totally done away. Is it not better to 
recall ſuch a perſon than to leave him in a fituation to be 
perfonally inſulted, and ſee his ſtation degraded? Or is a 
ſimple recal from his ſtation too mild, that he is ſubjected 
to ſeyere and cruel inſinuations, by which he ſtands con- 
demned by implication, from a quarter out of the reach of 
juſtice, and denied the birth right of the moſt common 
Engliſhman a trial by his peers : if theſe Sir, are your ideas 
of juſtice, you neither ſpeak, nor write the language of your 
heart. 


Men the leaſt acquainted with publick affairs, know that 
all the political buſineſs of the world is done by the few, 
on a ſelect cabinet council, and ſometimes on a ſingle mi- 
niſter depends all the external and internal political affairs of 
this vaſt empire: the proprietors of all great company's 
chooſe directors, the directors form committees, and 
the committees chuſe a ſelect committee, and even 
this rectified eſſence of human knowledge, lodge 
an almoſt unlimited power in the hands of, the 
chairman and deputy chairman, ſo unequal are all large 
bodies to the neceſſary fecreſy and diſpatch in political 
matters; that even liberty calls tyrany to her aid in ſup- 
port of her moſt important concerns, With committees of 

N | | your 


1 

r houſe, it is the fame as with all other committees 
when the ballot is over, ſome active member converſant in 
the bufinefs they have in hand is called to the chair, a few 
other members join him from a love of buſineſs, a deſire to 
initizte themſelves in parliamentary duty, or ſome inciden- 
tal local knowledge in the matter of inquiry, the reft are in 
general mere comers and goers, hear the evidence partially, 
ſeldom read or attend to the reading ſuch volumes of dry 
manuſcript, but ſnatch their intelligence of how the matter 
goes, juſt like other ſons of curiohty lounging in the lobby. 


fame holds the ſome times too partial pen, becomes the 
oracles of the committee, the other predatory half informed 
ſtraggglers, take up the ſentiments of their high prieſt from 
broken feritences, ſhrugs and nods, adopt them for 
their own, and become as tenacious of the doctrine, as no- 
viciates in a college of jeſuits, in days of yore. 


To ſome ſuch cauſe, and not to a conviction of their 
underſtanding we owe the extraordinary doctrine 
inculcated in the part of the report now under confideration ; 
and I reſt aſſured, that they will not at all be difpleaſed with 
me for putting theta in a way to rectify the great wrong 
c 3 
er e 


By turning to the former and preſent report of theit 
committee, they may diſcover by what gradual and almoſt 
ied them off from the true ſcent of judicial inveſtigation 
into the wilds of politicks, where having inflamed their 
paſſions, he is plunging them up to their ears in error, 


and making cat's-paws of them to gratify his private fpleen 
do individuals, compare his inyeterate ſpeeches in Leaden- 
hall 


8 + 


on 


— 


2 8 


S 8 4 8 . 


87 


. 

hall-Street, a bog the Chairman of the Court of Directors, 
and the Governor-general of Bengal, and then let their 
judgments determine what his motives have been for in- 
ducing the committee to ſanctify with their approbation, 
the extraordinary implications ſent into every corner of the 
kingdom that Mr. Haſtings by policy brought about the 
deſtruction of Nundcomar to ſave himſelf. 

I beg to draw the DUR attention of the committee 
and of the houſe to the following facts, to No. 3. of the 


| Appendix, I refer them for the general character of Maha 


Rajah Nundcomar : to No. 1, of the Appendix for the ſen- 
timents of General Clavering, Colonel Monſon and Mr. 

Francis, on the character and conduct of the Governor- 

general from their arrival in October, 1774, to the 11th of 
March, 1775; on which day Mr. Francis introduced Nund- 

comer into the council room to ER Mr. anne . 

mal- adminiſtration. | 


+ would ak whether it ow e appear chat * 
majority having pledged themſelves (by every foregoing ſhip” 
of the ſeaſon) in the moſt folemn manner to the company, 
and to the miniſtry, that they would follow up their charges 
with proof, and that finding that the time of failing of the 
laſt ſhip drew very near, and that nothing had been done in 
ſupport of thoſe charges, they were obliged to play the laſt 
dreadful game, and bring forward Nundcomar, who (as 
ſhall be made appear in my remarks on the ſecond report, 
if any ſuch comes out) had been employed by the miniſter 
of the majority ſome time before in procuring forged pa- 
pers againſt two members of the former adminiſtration, on on 
which his fan-in-law en en had been con- : 
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09 
How comes it that this confidental friend of theirs held 
back his charges from October to March, before he gave 


them up. 2. 
Does not this long holding back ſuch important infor- 1 
mation of matters ſaid to have happened ſo long before his d 
new friends arrived in the country, in ſuch a man as Nund- U 
, preſs home on the mind a conviction, that his U 
fertile genius fabricated this intelligence, juſt in the c 
nick of time when the majority wanted it * and can it be : 
1 w 
r a 
« Letter tothe Court of Direftars, of 

Calcutta, nn 177. is j 

: aff 
* On the rith inſtant, ee eee be Ke TY <A 26 
«© Maha Rajah Nundcomar, wherein he charges the Goyernor-General _ 


. « with ſundry malverſations in the courſe of his adminiftration, as 
4 preſident of the late goyernment, and with having received ſeveral 
«< ſums of money from Munney Begum, and from himſelf, for favors 

< beſtowed on them through his influence; 3 copy of this charge was 
n be delivered to the Governor ee, | 
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| N, B. Who bell deny that knows the Rajab's true charakter, that Haftir 
he was concerned in forging all ſorts of papers (that ſuited his purpoſe) Rajah' 
during a long life, and comparing that circumſtance with the. neceſſity of frie 

the majority was in for ſome ſhew of proof, of the non U ati · queſtic 

| ons tranſmitted to the company of Mr. Haſtings repacity.---But that the He 
| this mater was brought forward very opportunely for their deſigns. pamph 


1d 


Ve 


KL Fer 


( 91 ) 
imagined that men who had already gone ſo tar! in their 
charges againſt Mr. Haſtings, as to have pledged their ho- 
nour, and all that was dear to them, over head and ears to 
make them good, would refuſe any aſſiſtance to be had; 
did they not follow up this by the moſt poſitive GEES 
that they failed only in their proofs, by the mans being po- 
litically taken off: when it appears, from the above detail of 
circumſtances, which they cannot oyerſet, that the man loſt 
his life by their preventing his compromiſing the matter 
by refunding the money and fatisfying the greedy lawyer : 
would a little money laid out on the ſuer fide, have been 
worſe beſtowed, than the immenſe ſums he ſquandered, in 
trying to fave himſelf by a ſcene of perjury, bribery and ſu- 
bornation, that is not to be parelled in the annals of time; well 
is it for the ſurviving parties concerned in that blood felling 
affair, that they have to do with a man fo free from ſpleen 
as Mr, Haſtings is, was he actuated by the vindictive in- 
veteracy of the falſe prophet, Mr. Francis, and was only to 
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Beſides this, there is a circumſtance which ſtrikes very forceably 
on the mind, which'is that on the ſelf-ſame day, that the majority was 
writing home the above account to the company. Their confidental 
friend Mr. Farrer, the lawyer, was endeaveuring to get into his 
hands, the forged: papers bolonging to the banker's eſtate ; muſt ve 
believe that all theſe concurring circumſtances; which point out fo very 
ſtrongly ſome deep conſpiracy againſt the Governor, happe ned by 
mere accident, and at the fame time believe on their bare words, with- 
out their offering one ſingle circumſtance in proof of it, that Mr. 
Haſtings concerned: himſelf at all about the banker's papers, or the 
Rajab's forgery. I ſhall be curious to know whiether this honeſt knot 
of friends will moet as uſual in the Speaker's chamber, to go on'with 
queſtioning: ont another, when they muſt know, that every member of 
the Houſe of Commons will have ſeen or hegyd of tliis truth - ſpenking 

pamphlet, which they myſt refute or hide their heads. | 
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deſire the ſon and ſon-in-law of the Rajah, to give in a lift 
of the money diſtributed, and to whom, from the firſt 
commitment of their father, to the hour of his death; ſuch 
a ſcene of iniquity would be laid open, as would ſhock 


Humanity ; but that is no part of his character; if the for- 


giveneſs of enemies 1s the firſt chriſtian virtue, he is the 
* practiſer of that virtue now exiſting. 


"hat the majority ſhould endeavour, by all tors art and 
power, to induce the people of this country to believe ſuch 
unfounded ſtories, is not to be wondered at ; but that a 
committee of the Houſe of Commons, ſhould 'on the 
parole evidence of a few ſcattered individuals, fimply faying 
that many people thought it a political affair, adopt and lay 
that abominable policy to the account of the judges, and 
the Governor-general, by pointed W without the 
ſhadow of a proof, is terrible indeed. 


Mr. Francis not content with taking every opportunity for 
ſix years together of crowding the India - houſe with conti- 
nual fallicious accounts of the diſmal ſituation of the 
company's affairs abroad, furniſhing his agents here with 
miriads of lying ſquibs for the daily papers, and overloading 
with pamphlets that common fink of filth and fiction, 

the ſhop of Almon and Debret in Piccadilly, but has had 
the temerity, or good fortune, which you pleaſe, to have 
bis crude abſurdities, held up 10 mal view in the 
en . of 1 | 


As bis W No. VII. in che appendix to the re- 


3 up of ſhreds and fragments from his former 


cuttings out, as well as a great deal of gueſs work, the devil 
his maſter muſt certainly have determined his ſhame, or he 
would have ona ora the uſual privilege of common 

© . fibſters, 
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fibſters, of being ſometimes right by chance. I have nei- 
ther time nor ſpace, at this juncture to take up that curious 
falt water compoſition, but pledge myſelf, if I hear more 
of him to ſhew how prodigiouſly unlucky he has _ 
from one end to the other of it. 


Some of our nations wits have obſerved, that the people. 
of this country, are never better pleaſed, than when they 
are told how near their publick affairs are to ruin and de- 
ſtruction. Mr. Francis has ſerved full ſeven years to the 
trade, ſhewn great induſtry, ſtrong abilities, and uncon- 
querable perſeverance ; but at this time, I own, I am againſt 
his being permitted to go on, as the wolf is un 
coming, from the direct oppoſite quarter. | 


When Colonel Moufn died, Foes body thought 
that Mr. Haſtings would have made a ſweep in all the 


offices, and replaced his injured friends, but that is not 


characteriſtic of the man, the enemy diſarmed, the Gover- 


nor, if they pleaſed, becomes their friend. Two inſtances, 
and thoſe ſuch as was neceſſary to recover his influence 


with the country powers were all the changes he made. 
Yet ſo prodigiouſly ungrateful are ſome men, that they 
neither forget or forgive the injuries done by themſelves. 
There are people now in England, who, by the mere lenity. 
of the Governor-general continued years in office after the. 


above period, atd perfected the fortunes they are now en- 
joying, endeavour to ſwell themſelves into conſequence, by 


ſpitting their venom, in traducing the character of that 


uncommonly diſintereſted man; - theſe eh. . 


take fire at ſeeing their captain ſo Saget. 


« Buta knave's'a Sa to me in every ſtate, , / 


Alike my ſcorn, if he ſucceed or fail, 
-- © Francis at court, or Lacam in a jail.” 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall ſay a few words more relative to the influence that 
popular prejudices have on the minds of the people of Aſia, 
not unworthy the notice of the legiſlature, if they really 
have in contemplation once more to cobble and botch a 
conſtitution, ſound and vigorous enough to work out its own 


falvation if no more quacks, ſuch as Mr. Francis are 


ſent to try their noſtrums, by way of experiment, in ſhort, 
if the executive power ſhall be entruſted with the influence, 
that ſome faction always hath taken every thing may be 
hoped for. Try conciliatory meafures,” is a phraſe Sir, 
which you //>:/om, were extremely fond of. I hope your 
principles have not been injured from your change of fitua- 
tion, believe me the condemning a ſubject of this country 
by any mode, or in any ſhape, unheard in his own de- 
fence, is not a maxim to be found in the laws of the king- 
dom, whatever it may be in the inquifition, or at St. 
Omer's, and the puniſhing a man in order to the com- 
pelling of his ſucceſſors to act up to your notion of what 
is right, carries ſomething ſo diabolical in the very idea of 
„ eee magenta nnd | 


The FIR of India looked e LA Ole as 0 © 
being of a ſuperior nature to their own, they have ſongs in 
his praiſe, and traditions handed down from father to fon, 
which they implicitly believe, ſuch as that he had ſingle 
and alone attacked and routed five hundred of the enemy, 
that he was invulInerable, &c. &c. This truly noble Lord's 
perſon they had ſeen decorated with that precious mark of 
military virtue and royal approbation, a red ribbon. The 
title and the ornament formed but one idea in their minds, 
and Lord Saib was in their opinion the higheſt appellation 
of honour, and the ribbon the greateſt mark 5 5 favour 
which e eee Win K 
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We have ſeen to what a degraded and abandoned ſituation 
the Governor general had been reduced, during the reign of 
the majority, who thought of nothing but of calumni 
him at home, and diſgracing him in the eye of the princes gf 
Hindoſtan abroad. Theſe facts the reader will find eſtah- 
ſhed beyond all cavil, in Appendix, No. 1. 


Mr, Haſtings had but little time allowed him from the 
death of Colonel Monſon, in which, to ſet to rights the 
company's deranged affairs, and recover his influence with 
the country powers. when. out comes a red ribbon for 
General Clavering: The fight of that well known ſignal of 
court intereſt and favour, which the Bengal people had never 
ſeen but on the ſhoulders of their deity Lord Clive, carried 
conviction home to the minds of the whole inhabitants of 
Aſia, that the Governor-general was a ruined. man, and 
marked off as a ſacrifice to the vengeance of his moſt bitter 
enemies. In ſo. humiliating à fituation nothing but his 
innocence could have fupported him, the triumphs of his 
enemies was expreſſed by ſuch manners and ſuch language, 


which none * the ſouls of cowards could have conceived. 


You are now Sir, of ee to our moſt N * 
reign, never if you love the honour of Great- Britain, ad- 
viſe him to ſend ſuch a mark of his royal approbation to a 
junior in rank to his Governor- general of Aſia. It de- 
grades them too much in the eyes of the people, except a 
halter and death; warrant attends it to hang up the chief, 
then indeed the Afiatics will underſtand the cauſe by ſee - 


ing the effects follow cloſe upon it, for with them Sir, the 


firſt power in a ſtate uſhering into the world reports con- 
taining inferences which imply that a great officer in the 
government, is ſo prodigious a villain as not to be fit to 


We, n Daw dare e ann, 
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by a quibbling lawyer, and cunning clerk, both principal 
actors in the great tragedy you have alluded to, will certainly 


(0) 
Sir, not ſomething yet to learn of thoſe well judging pagans 
But that your committee is compoſed of gentlemen, who 
profeſs” the chriſtian religion, I ſhould think that ſome. 
thing charity, for what is life to 2 u er man when 
. 9 


Our good name left, the heart's at eaſe, not 8 
croſſes, not misfortunes, defection of friends, the graſp of 
power, poverty, ſickneſs, nor death itſelf can ſhake the 
Ready mind of him; who keeping in the upright way, takes 
virtue for his guide; that comfort loſt, not princes ſmiles, 
not all the ſplendour of ſuperfluous wealth, nor titles high, 


nor wide domain can peace reſtore to him Fey vac 


fays, oy Honour” s in pag pared 

*E een very en e add, you 
Sir, are a great politician, 'a miniſter of ſtate, an admired 
orator and a much read writer. The General is (in his own 
opinion) a great ſoldier has hopes of becoming a ſtateſman 
in Leadenhall- Street, poſſeſſes diſpoſitions to be thought an 
orator ; but having gone late to ſchool muſt be content ts 
act an under part, —— on n oy e. as full 
er- r "oe a 


«wp friend the Bengal Juſtice has really greatfkill ; in Ata 
tie learning, much local knowledge of the buſineſs in hand, 
and is withall no bad penman. Such a triumvirate, aſſiſted. 


produce ſomething in ſupport of your! undertaking, and 
to do away the . Hg on 
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eee introdugion of the the ſecond. 
report into the Houſe : What watchleſs intrepidir ; of face 
ſhall 
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5 
ſhall fave your chairman from feeling a mixture of ridi- 
cule and contempt all round m, when the clerk _ 


read. 


And Mr. Francis late one of the council general of 
Bengal, being again called before your committee, fur- 
„ther faid, &c.” 


Your reaſons for giving ſuch a turn to the contents of 
the report does not appear in the report itſelf, nor as I ean 
find in your former report, the expreſſions made uſe of by 
one or at moſt two of the evidence, that the execution of 
« Nundcomar, was confidered by part of the inhabitants to 
<< be a political meaſure,” will certainly apply to thoſe who 
had the whole of the civil and military power in their hands, 
and of whom your friend Mr. Francis was one, hetter than 
tothe Governor-general and the minority, and poſſibly Sir, 
a majority of thoſe gentlemen, who ſhall go to the trouble 
of reading what I have faid on the ſubjeA, may think my 
application of it rather better than yours. 


I will tell you Sir, why I hold fo lightly a man of your 
abilities, you poſſeſs not the great outlines of a true patriotic 
character; Confiſtency in opinion, and uniformity of 
c conduct,“ in your writings are to be found ſentiments 
divine, as they relate to the proper means of ſupporting the 
wonderful fabrick of our pure conſtitution; but in your 
greedineſs to catch popular applauſe, the rank republican 
appears, or you would not have propoſed to degrade the 
ſovereign of this well tempered ſtate, to a rank with your 
own footman, by ſtinting him and his royal progeny 
(whom may God take into his keeping). to limited board 
wages. b | 

N I am 
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could collect at ſuch an academy, But truth, Sir, is ſtill 
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Jam in ſome degree of pain, fearing that you may think 
my drawing of Mr. Francis (though extremely like the 
original) to be rather too high coloured, and not un- 
willing to take the opportunity of paying my court to 
one of his majeſties moſt honourable privy council, I ſhall 
preſent you with another likeneſs, drawn by a much more 
eminent artiſt then I can poſſibly pretend to be; look Sir 
into the political tracks of Mr. Edmund Burke, where, in 
<< obſervations on a late ſtate of the nation, fourth edition, 
page 63, line the 10th,” you will find theſe words; 


The true cauſe of his drawing ſo ſhocking a picture is 
no more than this, and it ought rather to claim our pity 
then excite our indignation : he finds himſelf out of 
% power, and this condition is intolerable to him, the ſame 
6 ſun which gilds all nature and exhilerates the whole 


«© creation does not ſhine on diſappointed ambition, it 1s 


<< ſomething that rays out of darkneſs and inſpires nothing 
but gloom and melancholy ; men in this deplorable ſtate of 
mind find a comfort in ſpreading the contagion of their 
« ſpleen, they find an advantage too; for it is a general po- 
< pular error to imagine the loudeſt complainers for the 
< publick to be the moſt anxious for its welfare. If ſuch 
0 perſons-can anſwer the ends of relief and profit to them- 
« ſelves, they are apt to be careleſs enough about the means, 


or the conſequences.” 


See Sir, the advantage of a poliſhed education, you have 
collected all the powers of the Engliſh language into a ſmall 
focus, and darted them on ſome being whom you thought 
worthy your indignation. I feel. as you felt, but having 
no more learning than what could be purchaſed for ſixpence 
a week, am obliged to uſe ſuch words and phraſes, as [ 


truth 


- 


(.99 ) 
truth, whither decorated in courtly ſtile, or in home ſpun 
phraſe of village jargon, your picture will ſuit my frame, as 
I hope you will allow my picture will your's, neither are 
worth preſerving, further then to ſhew to lookers on, to 
what unjuſtifiable lengths the ſpirit of party, when lighting 
on a corrupt heart, inflamed by ambition will carry a hu- 


man creature. 


Pp am, 
Right e Sir, Z 
With all due reſpec, 
Thomas's Hotel, Tour moſt obedient, 
King's College, humble Servant. 
Borough, April, 9, | The AUTHOR, 


1782. 


P. 8. No man can be more ſenfible than I am, that 
even my beſt friends will ſay that I have expreſſed myſelf 
too warmly in ſome parts of this work, and I lament 
extremely my unhappy turn of mind, which forces me to 
think otherways. When a man's own moral character 
is at ſtake, or that of an abſent perſon, for whoſe injured 


honour he feels as much as for his own. What is to be 


done? there are inſinuations in the report ſo plain and 
pointedly ſevere, as not to be miſtaken, and that from a 
quarter as much out of the reach of human juſtice as hea- 
ven itſelf, (if we could ſuppoſe heaven the ſeat of injuſtice.) 


Names have been in general avoided, becauſe we live in 
an age ſo very refined, that old Engliſh is deemed brutal. 


The uſe of initials is contemptable, if the man who 
uſes them, hopes thereby to evade the juſt rigor of the 
| law, 


G0 
law, or private reſentment.——If I have croſſed the line 
of juſtice in my fearch after truth, T will no more fly 
from the laws of my country, then I would deſert her 
colours in the day of battle. The liberty of che preis is 
ſo neceſſary to the fundamental freedom of the inhabitants 
of this happy iſland, that the fword of juſtice cannot 
better be employed than to guard it ; and the fame juſtice 
ſhould ſcourge into order, all thoſe who preſumptuouſly | 
carry it into licentiouſneſs; on this principle I wiſh to be 
judged. = DIR" 


If the men whom I have ſtrongly marked, though not 
always named, have not committed the wrong, of which 
I complain, let them make that appear to the nation : when 
that is done, I pledge myſelf to appear at che bar of any 
court of judicature in the kingdom, and abide by the 
judgement of my peers. 


E. 
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Extract from a Letter to the Honour- 

able the Court of Directors, for the 
affairs of the Honourable United Eaſt | 
. og . 


Dated ron Wilkam, zom November 1774. 


1 2 PS ue ae 10 lay bare yo the maſs hich 
- we think oblige us to addreſs in a 
wr ſeparate letter; and we make it our earneſt re- 
„„ I ng — 
NX candour and indulgence, but that you will confider the ſub - 
ſtance of this letter, with your moſt ſerious attention. The 

queſtions which will neceſſarily ariſe out of it, and which 

muſt become the ſubject of your immediate deliberations; 

are, in our judgments ſo important, that not only the pre- 

ſervation of your territorial noguilitions in this country, 

b - but 
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C3 
but perhaps the fate of the Britiſh Empire in India may 
depend upon the deciſion of them. 


3. The ſhort time which has elapſed fince our arrival 
here, has been ſo totally engroſſed by the firſt forms and 
multiplicity of inſtant buſineſs, that it has not been poſſible 
for us to poſſeſs ourſelves of any other particular knowledge 
of the internal ſtate of theſe provinces, than that which 
your Governor-general has been pleaſed to communicate 
to us. 5 


5. Let vs begin with aſſuring you, that we came into 
this country impreſſed with the higheſt idea of the character 
of our colleagues, and of the wiſdom and ability with which 
your affairs had been conducted under Mr. Haſtings. We 
came determined, as far as that opportunity could found 
a determination of future conduct, to unite * * 
bim in the ſupport of his adminiſtration. Try 21:67 


The truſt repoſed in us ad alba} to 


you, and the conſideration of our own perſonal eaſe and 


happineſs, did all equally concur in leading us to cultivate 
the friendſhip and confidence of our colleagues, and to 
promote as much as pofhble, a general harmony in our 
councils, yet you will ſee upon the face of our conſulta · 
tions, that the majority of the board have already. reſolyed 
on ſome meaſures of the greateſt importance in direct 
contradiction to the opinion of your Governor-General, 


and that this difference of opinion has unn 
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| and from the nation, it is high time you ſhould be unde- 


ceived, The ——_ 


| 14 FR reviewing 1 this long letter, we 3 ut 


. many marks of an haſty 


inaccurate: compoſition; and we with that the time would 
permit us to make it more methodical and correct. As for 
the authenticity of facts, and the ſubſtance of the inferences 
deduced from them, we defire it may be underſtood, that 
we willingly pledge our honour, and every thing that can 
be dear to honeſt men, for the truth and exactneſs of this 
ee mg far as n of ee 
affairs; i 
We have the honour to he, xe. 


J. Cai 
Geo. Monſon. 


P. Francis. 


Extract from another Letter, * dated iſt 


December 1774. 


H E fatal differences which have ariſen almoſt im- 
mediately upon our arrival here, between our col- 


leagues and us, will naturally alarm the Court of Directors. 


All 


6 
All the obſervations we ſhall make upon them here, is, 
that they aroſe from the new and unexpected ſtate of 
things, not from any perſonal diſlike, or cauſe of any offence 
on either fide ; at the ſame time it is abſotutely neceſſary 
you ſhould be apprized, that we are very apprehenſive that 
theſe unhappy differences will not be confined to a ſingle 


We fear that befides the political, they will extend to 
other important branches of adminiſtration, we wait the 
deciſion of the Dourt of directors upon the great points 
it will be clear, preciſe, and preremptory; and that ſuch a 
line will be drawn for our future guidance as will leave no 
N of doubt or miſtake hereafter. 


2 5 we have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) 
J. Clavering. 
Geo. Monſon. 
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ExtraQs of a minute of General Clavering, 
Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, 


dated 11th of Jannary L775, to the 
Court of Directors. is 


23. 1 F the 1 of a perſonal failure in the reſpeR 
due to Mr. Haſtings had had any foundation 
whatſoever, we think it ought not to have been deſoribed 
by ſo groſs a term as that of a warfare of ſceurritity. The 
expreſhons to which he himſelf applies and -confines that 
deſcription, are on record and referred to by himſelf. Our 
ſuperiors will judge whether they have a reference to the 
public meaſures of the late adminiſtration, or perſonally 40 
Mr. Haſtings ; and whether, ſuppoſing them to be directui 
againſt meaſures only, they were or could be tos ſtrong 
for the occaſion. 


37. On this eveilaſting theme of Mr. Haſtings, we ſhall 
only for the preſent obſerve in general, that under any tole- 
rable form of government, the effects of the famine muſt 
long fince have ceaſed to be felt in a country, where nature 
aſks nothing of the governing power but not to ſtudy to reſiſt 
and defeat her operations. The world will ſoon ſee, that 
it is oppreſſion of the moſt violent and pernicious nature, 
which has reduced this fertile country to a ſtate of depopu- 


73. If we had leiſure or inclination to enter into details 
of an inferior importance, we are very ſure that there is 
| | | | hardly 


066 > 
| W of Governor-general's addreſſes to the Court 
of Directors. in which we might not eaſily detect and prove 
ſome inaccuracy in matter of fact, or contradiction in argu- 
ment. We decline the weary taſk, not only becauſe we 
think it unworthy of us, but as it is really in itſelf unneceſ- 
fary. Facts of a tranſcendent magnitude ought to engroſs 
our attention, when once they are eſtabliſhed beyond con- 
tradiction, they include the probability of inferior abuſes, 


Ex 


and at — „ 
* . 1 
75. The true condition of this 3 cannot ** be Je 
concealed. Effects will be felt before they are accounted ha 
for. When that happens, we foreſee no difficulty in de- hit 
termining by what means, and by whoſe miſconduct, 2 * 
„ eee eee the hazard, at leaft, of 
3 mme eee ain 
ef virtue and ability, ſuch a ſtate can be recovered ? Com- * 
mon men are not equal to to the occafion. * 
J. Clavering. ( 
Geo. Monſon. f 
wa P. Francis. | Hol 
| | Ha 
pro 
pol 
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Extracts of Minute No. 1. from General 
Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. 
Francis, dated Fort William, 25th of 


February 1775. 


3. WI mean alſo to convince the Governor, that in 

| ſome material inſtances he has concluded haſtily 
on groundleſs ſuppoſitions. In ſhort, fince we have not 
had the good fortune to fucceed in our attempts to ſatisfy 
him of the impropriety of his conduct and opinions, by 
the mode of argument, which we have hitherto made uſe 
of, we ſhall endeavour to obviate all farther difficulties on 
this head, by appealing to authorities which he cannot 
diſpute, or by ſetting ſome of his own declared opinions, 
or poſitive aſſertions, in a clear and a rn to 
each other. 


Ng. 61. Supported in our opinion of the late miſ-government 
* "my of this country by ſo high an authority as that of parlia- 

ment, and-confirmed in it by our own immediate obſerva- 7 
. tion and experience, we do not heſitate to declare to Mr. 


Haſtings, that he cannot offer us a ſtronger preſumptive 
proof of the weakneſs, impropriety, or depravity of any 
political principal, or publick meaſure whatſoever, than by 
2 us it was 9 by the late Wb 


(signed) 


J. Clavering. 
Seo. Monſon ; 


P. Francis. 


Dated 


5 
mt 
= * 


' 
*£ 
* 
„ 
2 
” ® 


| 
I! 
Ell! 
17 

I 


wm—_— 
— 


* 2 
* 3 

> eo us Das 

-_- — 


2 


* 


v _— CY Y 
Ne . bo. 
„ Is 


_ coining money in his name, and by collecting and appro- 


62 
Dated as before. 


7 E eondemn the political meaſures of the late admi- 
niſtration, as not only defective on the ſcore of 
juſtice and expediency, but as involving this government 
in an endleſs train of difficulties and contradictions, for 
want of the neceſſary foundation of ſome uniform and ſim- 
ple principle of policy. It appears to us that the late preſi- 
dent and council in their tranſactions with the country 
power, have adbered to no one. ſyſtem whatſoever, They 
in fact, acknowledge the ſovereignty of Shaw Allum, by 


priating the revenues of theſe provinces under his grant 
yet they withold his tribute, and fell his country to the 
Vizier, who either as Vizier or Subah of Oude, is no 
more than a great officer of the Empire, and removeable at 
the Emperor's pleaſure. Our opinions with reſpect to the 
COT Corn ie ee 
fultation of the 1 3th inſtant. | 
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Extract of a Minute from General 
Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. 
Francis, dated Fort William, 2 1ſt of 
March, 1774. 


HE pre: Hens e Hah tpi a ee 

and loſs of revenue, in the courſe of three years more 

we think it much to be apprahended, that the continued 

operation of this fyſtem will have reduced the country in 

general to ſuch a ſtate of ruin e e br 
n e . - pe rer 5 

| (Signed) rote law 

J. Clayering, 

Geo. Monſon. 


| Extract of a Letter from the Governor- 
„general and Council, at Fort William 
i cheir ſeeret Department, to the Court 
of Directors, * the 24th of March 
Is. 


oh 16: MN che 11th inſtant, a letter was delivered into the 
Board, from Maha Rajah Nundcomar, wherein 
ke charges the * with Tundry malſerva- 
C tions 


1 0 


tions in the enn of his adininiftration as prefident of the 
late government, and with having received ſeveral ſums of 
money from Munny Begum, and from himſelf for fayours 
beſtowed on them through his influence. A copy of this 
„ ee eee 9 
e. 
2. But — : are 
we to ſuffer the company to continue unacquainted with 
their fituation,' and let the ſtorm gather till it burſts, or 
are we to take upon us the immediate odium of difcovering 
a to „ee eee e eee are in- 
chreatened: eee eee e 
conſideration of our own perſonal honor, perſonal ſafety, 
and above all things, e e al 
leave us no choice. 


3. een e re 
tach, we mean to eſtabliſh our immediate claim to one 
general vindication of ourſelves againſt all conſequences, 

_  _ that when the preſent adminiſtration took the government 
upon them, almoſt every natural reſource of the country 
was already exhauſted. As to the effect which any preſent 
diſcovery of truth may produce at home, we can only ſay, 
that the diſtreſſes we allude to are fo inſtant, that no artifice 
whatever on one fide; nor tacit acquieſcence on the other, 

n e eee the public 


view. 
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Mints fiom General Claveriig"Colonet 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis, Fort Wil- 
liam, IIth of April 1775. 


AHA Rajah Nundcomar, whom the Governor 
calls a mi/creant, we found had been but a very lit- 
tle time before his boſom friend, conſulted on all occafions, 
and ſupported by him againſt the united proteſt of Meſſrs. 
Graham, Lawrell, and Dacres, who were cloſely connect. 


ed with Mahomed Reza Khan, although the Governor 


knew him to have been (as he now ſays) guilty of a forge- 
ry, we have reaſon to ſuſpect that the intention was to make 
him banyan to General Clavering, to ſurround the Gene- 
ral and us with the Governor's creatures, and to keep us 
totally unacquainted. with the real ſtate of the government, 
by this and other flimſy devices, ſo conſonant to the prin- 
ciples of Afiatic policy, in which the Governor-general 
has been ſo long exerciſed, he probably flattered himſelf 
that men unpractiſed in ſuch arts might be hens and 


circumvented. 


Nundcomar finding himſelf deceived or diſappointed by 
the Governor-general, ſoon made uſe of the means which 
his intimacy with the Governor had put into his power to 
gratify his reſentment. Whatever might have been his 
motives, his diſcoveries have thrown a clear light upon the 
honourable Governor General's conduct, and the means he 
had taken of making the very large fortune he is ſaid to poſ- 
ſeſs of upwards of forty lacks of rupees, which he muſt 
haye ara er Th E aan 
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8B Mr. Francis, to the Honourable Court 


Yon apa 


| ber, L794» 


HE as ents „L | 


as it contains no argument, requires no anſwer, and 
lin by me. If it were not that ſuch 2 


poſitive pledge of their honor, and every thing that can be 
dear, ** to haueſt men,” may ſway with many in oppoſition 


d all reaſoning ; and I muſt confeſs it appears to me to be 


EEE = _ 3:4aced with a view to this effect. I muſt, therefore 
| "expreſs the ſurprize I feel, that the gentlemen ſhould ha- 
S r gang fo va- 


8 . . xious 
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neral Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and 


F N 2 


de 


5 M04 
rious and unaſcertained, that it is impoſſible for human 
reaſon to' decide on many of them ; much leſs for theſe 

gentlemen, to whom the ſubjects were entirely new, 
to receive, in ſo ſhort a time, ſuch information, as 
they could affirm, upon a pledge of honor, to be truth; 
and in effect it will appear from the above remarks, hat 
they actually have been miſtaken. in many of the facts and 
inferences which relate ta the ſlate of the company's affairs. 
For myſelf I will declare, that, with certainly a fuller 
knowledge of the circumſtances than they can poſſibly 
have attained, and with as earneſt a ſolicitude to abide 
by truth, I will not venture to pledge my honour, that 
error and miſtake may not have a place in what I have 
written: but I will make this ſacred pledge of my 
„ honor, and every thing that is dear to me as an honeſt 

t man,” that my endeavours, both in my minute of 
appeal and theſe rematks, have been to free my conduct, 
and that of the late adminiſtration, from the miſrepre- - 
ſentations which have been caſt upon them; and, by a. 
fair ſtate of the motives and effects of our meaſures, to 
ly mut b menen ; 
decide with juſtice between us and our accuſers. 


nM 


I am forry to ſee the names of Clavering and Monſon 
ſubſcribed to ſuch unworthy inſinuations, becauſe I do not 
believe that ever the heat of party contention can have ſo 
far warped their minds from the conſideration of that 
Juſtice, which every man of honor will yield to the honor 
of others, as to make them really believe me capable of fo 
baſe an artifice as they have imputed to me, withour'the 


3 


ES: 


1 2 
be BRS 

on 

la- e : p 

a- Remarks 


85 


( . 


Remarks on the ſecond and third Minute 
of General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, . 
and Mr. Francis, Quid e in f 
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certainly has ſuch a tendency. 
The gentlemen in different parts of their writings ſeem 


to blame me for ſtopping the payment of the King's tri- 
baute; on the other hand had I paid it, I ſuppoſe, from 


the preceding paragraph, that I have eee 
* DE” ; 


1 ä — 


the time in which theſe meaſures were adopted, was diſ- 


treſſed both at home and abroad, it ſhall be inconteſtably 


ſhewn, That theirpreſent condition is proſperous and flou- 
riſhing. The means by which this ſudden alteration has 


# 25 : Fa. 


N. mis as in Co . very 
alarming intimations, but although the gentlemen 
. majority ſee a certainty of inſtant difireſſes, they 

3s done I ſhall ſubmit to you my. ſentiments upon them; 
in the mean time I hope this. nuſterious mode of writing 
will not be productive eee ff f home; 16 


0-4 
been effected have been repeatedly and fully ſhewn. It 
may ſuffice. here to ſay, that it has, been principally. occa» 
ſioned by the acquiſition of money from the Nabob, Sujah 
Dowla, and the a made in the r, s ex- 


N in . 


E T have the hodour to le, (32! 381 
| With angabe: | 
Honourable e Num 
Von moſt faithful, and obedient | 
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Minute of the Gonemar gen, dated 
TY OO 22d t 1775. Nader 


"IJ Have been fo much ftratened for time, that I know not 
E whether I ought not to beſpeak your pardon for the 
ly incorrectneſs of this addreſs, I have endeavoured to keep it 
"ap within as ſmall a compaſs as the deſign of it would admit, 
8 many paſſages and nn Minutes of the 
n 5 | Majority 


— — — 
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Majority I have ' paſſed winout a reply ; ler debe 
they contained nothing which required a reply, or becauſe 
the- kangunge was too harſh, and the refleQions too per- 
ſonal, 10 deſetve one, theſe were the ftudied and deliberate 
production of the cloſet, and from theſe you will judge of 
the temper which is to regulate your intereſts in this diffi- 
cult and extenifive government, in che long interval which 
muſt elapſe, before your orders can apply the deciſive re- 
medy u the diſorders inevitably refulting from it. My 
ſituatiom is truly painful and mortifying. Deprived of the 
powers'with which I have been inveſted by a ſolemn act of 
the legiſlature, ratifying your choice of me to fill the firſt 
office in this adminiſtration : denied the reſpect which is 
due to my tation and character; denied even the rights of 
perſonal civility, by men with whom I am compelled to 
aſſociate in the daily courſe of official bufineſs, and con- 
which I do not approve, I ſhould long fince have yielded 
up my place in this diſgraceful ſcene, did not my ideas of 
my duty to you, and a confidence in your juſtice animate 
me to perſevere ; and if your records muſt be diſhonoured, 


and your intereſts ſuſpended by the continuance of ſuch 


. conteſts as have hitherto compoſed the buſineſs of the pre- 
t vobnci]; it m be ay care to bear as ſinall « part in 
- them as poſſible, making the line of my duty, exempt 
from every perſonal conſideration, in this, as in every other 
: cc 
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addreſs, to the Court of Directors, by 


the Ship Anſon, dated Fort William 
March the 25th, 1775. | 


HE various and hs 8 which have 
been made upon me by my adverſaries, exceed my 
ablities, and the narrow compaſs of my time, to repel 
them by that circumſtantial mode of defence, which I 
have made uſe of in my former addreſſes 


The firſt acts of the majority manifeſtly ſhew, that their 
aim was, either by continual provocations to induce me to 
throw up my ſeat, and leave them the ſole uncontrolled 
maſters of this valuable ſtate, or by annihilating my pre- 
ſent influence, to render me a cypher in it; and by miſ- 
repreſenting the meaſure of my former adminiſtration, 
as univerſally tending, and even ſyſtemetically calculated 
for the ruin of your intereſts, and the national honour in 
this. country, to effect my removal by a e and 


legal 7. 


The A RG AI of all hate Sakail 
fairly, but rather unguardedly explained in their firſt letter 
of appeal, in the declaration, That the juſtification of 
their conduct muſt of neceffity carry with it, and could. 
only be ſupported by a ſtrong and deliberate cenfure of the 

| preceeding adminiſtration.” 1 have admitted the truth of 
mw] this propoſition, in the application of it to ſuch of their 
a meaſures as are directly contradictory of thoſe of the 
ds preceeding adminiſtration, but 1 will not allow it to 
de either juſt or fair applied to meaſures 3 
E 4 | | 


oY 
theſe have no relation; but it is a powerful though 


trite policy, to which the unthinking part of the world 


| have too often been the dupes.; to ſuch let them ad- 
dreſs themſelves; 1 truſt hat oy aſe ou be decided 


by other Judges. 


Thoſe relating to the allegations of Rajah Nundcomar 
have been committed, to. the hands of your attorney for 
the purpoſe of commencing 2 ſuit at law againſt me, in the 
name of the company, for the recovery of the ſums faid 
to have been received by me from Munny Begum, in 
the year 1772; I reſerve my defence for the fame chan- 
nel, not chufing to give my adverſaries an advantage by 
anticipating it, nor to beſpeak your premature judgment 
on a cauſe thus depending, I do not mean to reſtrict 

myſelf ſolely to this mode of defence : let the laws have 
it's effekt, and I am willing, and ſhall be proud to ſub- 
mit all my tranſactions, of what nature ſoever, to your 
juſtice, in any way or form which you ſhall preſeribe. 
In the mean time, I beg that you will ſuſpend your opi- 
nion upon my conduct, except on thoſe parts of it on 
which you have complete materials to decide, and on 
which your earlieft decifion is required; in this decifion 
the 3 muſt nec be in- 


laſt fifteen days conſultations, that theſp gentlemen. are 
themiclyes parties; if not the principals, as in my heart 
eee nad a tho wd en cho 


919417 
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C999) 
and the Ranny ef Burdwan and Rajah Nundeomar, little 
more than inſtruments and oſtenſible Pen 
tions roared * them n * 2 


7 


As little do I res it n with a een Basel 


or your intereſt, to ſuffer the firſt member of this ſtate 
to be perſonally arraigned at the Council Board, and ex- 
poſed to the inſolence and calumnies of a miſereant like 
Nundcomar. Had the majority been diſpoſed to accept 
of my propoſition, of appointing a committee for pro- 
ſecuting their enquiries either into theſe or the Ranny's 
allegations, they might have obtained the ſame know- 
ledge, and all the ſatisfaction in this way that they could 
have expected from an inquiſition taken by the Board 
at large; their proceedings would have had the appear- 


ance at leaſt of regularity, and my credit would have 


been leſs affected by them. The only point which 


they could poſſibly gain by perſiſting in bringing 


ſuch a fubje& before the Board, was to gain a pub- 


1 over _ ne ther <r'# my 4 and N | 


to inſult. 


e „ 


place. into a refutation of the accuſations which have been 
preferred againſt me in the names of Nundcomar and 
the Ranny of Burdwan, yet I do not en it n 
nnn unnoticed. 7] Dun I 30 


You. are well informed of the aden _ ae! in- 


 Tuced me to give any ſhare of my confidence to Nu nd- 


comar, with whoſe character I was acquainted by an 


| experience of many years. The means which he him- 


ſelf took to acquire it were peculiar to himſelf, he ſent a 
meſſeriger to me at Madraſs, on the firſt news of my 
appointment to this preſidency, with pretended letters 
e ̃ from 


* 


1 


where he had been on leave of abſence, Nundcomar made 


( 20) 


* Munny Begum and the Nabob Yetcram o'Dowla, 


the brother of the Nabob Jaffier Ally Khan, filled with 


bitter invectives againſt Mahomed Reza Khan, and of 


as warm recommendations, as I recolle&, of Nundcomar. 


I have been ſince informed by the Begum that the letter 


which bore her ſeal, was a complete forgery ; and that ſhe 
was totally unacquainted with the uſe which had been 
made of her name till informed of it. Juggut Chund, 
Nundcomar's ſon- in- law, who was ſent to her expreſsly 
to intreat her not to divulge it. Mr, Middleton, whom 
ſhe conſulted on the occaſion, can atteſt the truth of 
this ſtory. I have not yet had the curioſity to enquire 
of the Nabob Yetcram o*Dowla whether his letter 
was of the fame ſtamp, but I cannot doubt it. 


| The promiſe which he fays I made him, that he ſhould 
be conſtituted Aumcem, that is inquifitor general over the 


whole country, and that I would delegate their whole 
power and influence, is ſomething more than a negative 


falſhood. He did once or twice intimate to me a wiſh of 


the kind, but with ſo little ſacceſs that for a while he 


wholly dropt it. On Mr. Reeds return from the coaſt, 


his application to him for the ſame employment, hoping 
through his influence to obtain it ; Mr. Reed, deceived 
by his ſuggeſtions, brought the - propoſition before the 
board, and ſupported it with warmth, and it was rejected, 
the manner in which this matter had been introduced 


contains ftriking proofs of the incendiary character of 
= ry eee will ſhew the grounds on 


Warn ing! 
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NUN DCOM AR. 
Letter from the Secret Committee of the 


Court of Directors to Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 
dated the aden of . oe in e 


SIR, 


Y our General Addreſs W be informed-of the 
reaſons. we have to be diſſatisfied with the admini- 
An of Mahomed Reza Than, and will perceive the 
expediency of our diveſting him of the rank and influence 
he holds as Naib Dewan of the kingdom of Bengal. But 
though we have declared our reſolution in this reſpect to 
our Preſident and Council, yet as the meaſures, to be 
taken in conſequence thereof might be defeated by that 
Miniſter, and all enquiry into his conduct rendered in- 


_ effeQual, were he to have any previous intimation of our 


deſign, we, the Secret Committee, having the moſt per- 
ſect confidence in your judgement, prudence, and integrity, 
have thought proper to entruſt to your eſpecial care the 
execution. of thoſe meaſures, which alone can render the 
Naibꝰs conduct ſubject to the effect of a full enquiry, and 
ſecure that retribution which may be due on the detection of 
any fraud, embezzlement, or coll uſive — in his pub- 
lic or private tranſactions. 1 
n 


—— —— MS 
PP — 
# 
* 


5 accounted for the revenues collected by him in the Chuck - 


bes OY, 


In order therefore to make him amenable to 3 due 
courſe of juſtice, and to prevent the ill conſequences 
which might reſult from the reſentment and revenge 
which he may conceive on the knowledge of our in- 
tentions, we hereby direct and enjoin you (immediately 
on the receipt of this Letter) to iffue your private orders 
for the ſecuring the perſon of Mahomed Reza Khan, toge- 


ther with lis Whole family, and his known Partizans and 


Adherents, and to make uſe of ſuch meaſures as your 
prudence mall ſuggeſt for bringing them down to Cal- 


cutta; and it is our pleaſure, that they by no means be 


ſuffered to quit the place, until Mahomed Reza Khan 


hall have exculpated himſelf from the crimes of which 


he now ſtands charged or ſuſpected, or ſhall have duly 


lah of Dacea; and have made reſtitution of all ſums which 
he may have appropriated to his own uſe, either from 


| the Dewanny Revenues, or the Nabob's Stipends, and | 


until he alſo ſhall have ſatisfied the claims of all ſuch per- 


ſons, as may have ſuffered by any act of injuſtice or oppreſ- 
ones e eee = — ncmeanA 


eee 


Mahomed Reza Khan may have been guilty, and the re- 


tribution which in ſuch caſes is to be required of him, 
are equally the objeQs of public juſtice and the Company's 
intereſt, we aſſute ourſelves that you will ſedulouſly en- 
deavour to penetrate into the moſt hidden parts of his 
adminiſtration, and diſcover the reality of the ſeveral facts 


with which he is charged, ages: eee 


we have of his conduct. 


In 


> 


m 


277 
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In this reſearch your own judgement. will direct you 
to all ſuch means of information as may be likely to 
bring to light the moſt ſecret of his tranſaRions z we, 
however, cannot forbear recommending to you, to = 
yourſelf of the intelligence which NunpcoMAR may be 
able to give reſpecting the Naib's adminiſtration; and, 


while the envy which NunDCoMAR is ſuppoſed to bear 


this Miniſtry may prompt him to a ready communication 
| of all proceedings which have come to his knowledge, 


we are perſuaded that no ſcrutable part of the Naib's 
conduct can have eſcaped the D . his FEEL 
and penetrating rival. 15 A 


4 Hence y we cannot doubt but that the abilities and diſ- 


poſition of Nunncouan may be ſucceſsfully employed 
in the inveſtigation of Mahomed Reza Khan's admini- 


ſtration, and bring to light any embezalement, fraud, or 


malverſation, which he may have committed in the oſſice 
of Naib Dewan, or in the ſtation he has held under the 
ſeveral ſucceffive Subahs; and, while we aſſure ourſelves 
that you will make the neceſſary uſe of NUnDcoMaAR's in- 
telligence, we have ſuch confidence in your wiſdom and 
caution, that we have nothing to fear from any ſecret 
motives or deſigns, which may induce him to detect the 
mal-adminiſtration of one whoſe power has been the ob- 


ject of his envy, and whoſe office the aim of his am- 


bition ;—for we have the ſatisfaction to reflect, that ycu 
are too well apprized of the ſubtilty and diſpoſition of 
Nuxp conax to yield him any truſt or authority, which 
may be turned to his own advantage, and prove detri- 
n to this EY n She 


1 „ Though 


EF 


Though we have thought it neceſſary to intimate to 
you how little we are diſpoſed to delegate any power or 
influence to NunDcomaAnR, yet, ſhould his information 
and aſſiſtance be ſerviceable to you in your inveſtigating 
the condu of Mahomed Reza Khan, you will yield him 

. ſuch encouragement and reward as his FT an _ 
extent of his ſervices may vu 


ii Gn Advices we deemed it adviſable to 
mention only, that we had received information of Maho- 
med Reza Khan's having increaſed the calamities of the 
poor, during the height of famine, by a Monopoly of 
, | Rice and other neceſſaries of life. We were indeed re- 
trained from an open communication on this ſubject, 
fearing the conſequences which might enſue from the 
Miniſter's revenge, ſhould he learn by whom ſuch accu- 
ſation had been brought againſt him; but, perſuaded as 
1 3 we are of your ſecrecy and diſcretion, we here with tranſ- 
= mit to you Extract of a Letter from ———to———, 
1 wherein Mahomed Reza Khan is charged with a crime 
of fo atrocious a nature; and we the rather adviſe you 
of information, as we rely on your endeavours to 
obtain full evidence reſpeRing the truth of this allega- 
tion, as well as of ſuch others as are the objects of the 
ſcrutiny we have directed e made into * W 
conduct. | 


. | Senſible as you muſt be of the importance of the 3 

IS thus confidentially committed to you, we ſhall not ſeek 
to animate your zeal for the Company's welfare; but 
obſerve only, that, by the effectual execution of the ſepa- 
TI ns in . will at once render the 

85 : Company 
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a | 
Company a fignal and eſſential ſervice, -and approve your- 


i ſelf worthy of the opinion we have formed of your judge- 


ment, prudence, and integrity, and which we have fo 
fully manifeſted, in ſelecting you to bee in the ad- 
miniftration of the Government of Bengal. | 


We are 
1 2 3 
Azth Auguſt m. Tour loving Friends, &e. 


” * * * —7 1 n 2 — 
* 


Extract of 8 from Warren Haſtiogs, IA 
dated at Coffimbuzar, the 1ſt ee, 


22 


he 6, WH E ſame principles guided me, ahh 


F4 not uninfluenced by other arguments of 
great force, in the choice of Munny Begum, the Widow 
of the Nabob Meer Jaffier, and of Rajah Goordaſs, the 
Son of Maha Rajah Nunpcomar; the former for the 


chief adminiſtration, the latter for the Dewannee of the 


Nabob's Houſehold, both the declared enemies of Mahomed 


| Reza Khan. To the latter indeed I was principally in- 
elined by: your commands, and I hope it will appear that 
I have adopted almoſt the only expedient in which they 


could be exactly fulfilled. You directed, that, If the 
& aſſiſtance and information of NunpcoMAR ſhould be 


ſerviceable to me in my inveſtigating the conduct of 


* Mahomed Reza Than, I ſhould yield him ſuch en- 


_ © encouragement and reward as his trouble and the ex- 


n may deſerve.” There is no doub, 
<4 3 | that 


0 60 

that NunDCcoOMAR is capable of affording me great ſer. 
vice by his information and advice; but it is on his abi- 
lities, and on the activity of his ambition and hatred to 
Mahomed Reza Than, that I depend for inveſtigating | 
the conduct of the latter, and, by eradicating his influ- 
ence, for confirming the authority which you have aſ- 
ſumed in the adminiſtration of the affairs of this country. 
The reward which has been affigned him will put it 
fully in his power to anſwer theſe expectations, and will 
be an encouragement to him to exert all his abilities for 
the accompliſhment of them. Had I not been guarded by 
the caution which you have been pleaſed to enjoin me, yet 
my own knowledge of the character of NUNDCOMAR 
would have reſtrained me from yielding him any truſt or 
authority which could prove detrimental to the Company's 
- Intereſt. He himſelf has no truſt or authority but in the 
aſcendency which he naturally poſſeſſes over his Son. An 
attempt to abuſe the favour which has been ſhewn him 
cannot efcape unnoticed, and, if detected, may ruin all 
his hopes. The Son is of a diſpoſition very unlike his 
Father—placid, gentle, and — u p n 
n can be no e A : 


A. vou vill eee eee 
ment has not taken place without oppoſition from a ma- 
at this place. I know not whether you will approve or 
diſapprove of the ſilence which I have obſerved with reſpect 
to your Orders, in the arguments which I have uſed in 
- ſupport of my recommendation; my reaſon was, that 1 
thought the meaſure in itſelf ſo proper, that I did not 


doubt of it's eeciving Eon ac of the Board at 
large; 


„ | 
large ; and, upleſs. ſome material advantage could be. 
gained by it, 1 didnt think myſelf at liberty to == 


fuaded, that. no other. meaſure whatever would have. been, 


likely to prove. ſo. effectual, either for promoting the en- 


quiry which you haye directed, or ' giving ftrength and 


duration to the new Syſtem 7 5 


8. I hope I ſhall not appear to aſſume too much im- 


portance in ſpeaking thus much of myſelf, in juſtification 
of the motiyes which led me to this recommendation, 


that I bad no connexion with NonDcoman, or his Fa- 
mily, prior to the receipt of your Letter by the Lap- 
wing; that, on the contrary, from the the year 1759 to 
the time when I left Bengal in 1764, I was engaged in a 


continued oppoſition to the intereſts and defigns of that 
Man, becauſe I judged them to be adverſe to the welfare 


of my Employers; and, in the courſe of this contention, 


I received ſufficient indications of his ill-will to have 


made me his irreconcileable enemy, if I could ſuffer my 


paſſions to ſuperſede the duty which I owe to the Com- 


pany. My ſupport of NunpcoMAR, on the preſent oc- | 


caſion, could not therefore proceed from partiality ; it will 
be as obvious, that my preference of him to other compe- 
titors could not ariſe from intereſted motives. I may be 
charged with inconſiſtency, but the reaſons which I have 
urged in the Minutes of the Committee in ſupport of 
this meaſure will, I truſt, acquit me to my Honourable. 
Employers; and, if my conduct ſhall ſtand the teſt of their 
judgement, it is a point of duty to bear with the res, 


proaches of the uninſormed part of the world. To the 
nn to your commands, I have 


1211 


8 | ſacri- 


your ſecret commands. I am at this time moſt firmly per- 


4 


| '" 8) 

ſacrificed my own feelings, (pardon the preſuniptiois of 
this repetition,) and I have combated thoſe of others joined 
with me in the adminiftration of your affairs. I claim 
your approbation of what I have done, not as a recom- 
penſe of integrity, but as the confirmation of the autho- 
rity which you have been pleaſed to confde In le, ow 
2 your own which is involved in it. 


9. I with pleafure do juſtice to the Committee, in de- 

claring, that, ſtrenuouſſy as they oppoſed the meaſure 

while it was a point of debate, it had no ſooner received 

the ſanction of your Council, than they all concurred with 
me in ſupporting both that, and the other Reſolutions 

- which were connected with it, a as e er 
never diſſented from it. 15 
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Letter from Governor Haſtings to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors ſor 
the Affairs of the Honourable United Eaſt- | 
Iadia Company. 


_ Fort-William, the 24th March, 1774 


- GENTLEMEN, 


'LTHOUGH the Proceedings of the Board « eon- | 
8 tain, very minutely recorded, all the meaſures which 

were taken for proſecuting the enquiry into the conduct 
of Mahomed Reza Khan, and my own ſentiments, both 
in the courſe and iſſue of it, are therein inſerted at large; 
yet, as I was originally honored with your eſpecial com- 


nds 


| Oe for conducting this intricate buſineſs, I conceive it 


to be in ſome meaſure incumbent upon me to addreſs you 
on its concluſion, that I may account for any apparent 
deficiency, by ſtating the difficulties which J have had 
to encounter in the diſcharge of it. I will ſpeak firſt of 
that charge which was more particularly the obje& of 
your attention and our e obs mean the oy 


oder 1 
You will FR vleaſed t to recolle& OUT wat was: 


general, without any ſpecification of time, places, or per- 
ſons. I had neither witneſſes, nor vouchers, nor mate- 


rials of any ſort, to begin with, for theſe I relied chiefly 


on the abilities, obſervation, and active malignity, of Maha 


Raja Nunpcoman; but, not reſting wholely on his aid, 


I took ſuch other precautions as were molt likely to pro- 
duce informations againſt Mahomed Reza Khan, if his 
conduct had really merited that return from the people 
of this country. In concurrence with the Committee 


of Circuit at Coſſimbuzar, and with the Council here, I 
publiſhed advertiſements, inviting all perſons to give in- 
formation againſt ſuch as bad contributed to the diſtreſſes 
of the country, in the time of the famine, by the mono- 


poly of grain, or any other unfair practices on the wants 
and neceſſities of the people. I allowed all who had any 


thing to offer on theſe ſubjects to have acceſs to me; and, 
although I never had much time to ſpare, I patiently be- 


ſtowed many hours, and even days, of it, in liſtening to 
the multiplied but indefinite ſuggeſtions of NunDcomMaR : 
in à word, I omitted no means, which were conſiſtent 
with reno to N 2 ww IP nn : 


to light. 
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In the courſe of the enquiry I proceeded with the moſt 


Tisid impartiality, not. ſuffering (I can ſaſely ſay) the 


- * ſmalleſt bias to incline. me, You will ſee with what 
materials I was furniſhed ;:I am ſorry to. ſay, that ſome 
were colleted with ſo little decency and regard to truth 
as to make me apprehenſive of the effects which they might 
have produced on my character, from the countenance 
which I afforded to the principal agent in the proſecution, 
had I not in my own immediate conduct invariably ad- 
hered to the ſtricteſt rule of Juſtice, My judgement was 
formed with the ſame temper of mind; and J continue in 
the perſuaſion, that it will be found perfectly conſiſfent 
with the evidence before me, which coſt me much labour 
and attention, in the midſt of continued interruption, to 
collect it from the records of near thirty different exami- 


I informed Rajah Huzzoorymul of the reference which 
you had been pleaſed to direct me to make to him for the 
facts on which his information, a copy of which I re- 

ceived in your commands by the Lapwing, was grounded. 
He came ſeveral times to me, with the expreſs purpoſe. 
and promiſe of entering into a full. communication of the 
ſubject, and brought with him an old and reſpectable 
Merchant of this City, ſince deceaſed, who he ſaid was 
equally appriſed of theſe circumſtances with bimſelf, to 
aid him in his informations ; but, after much timid heſi- 
at length declined it, nor could I ever obtain the ſmalleſt: 
intelligence from either. I ſhould be ſorry if this report 
were to give you an unfavourable opinion of Rajah- 
Huzzoorymul ; I can truly affirm, that I know not a man 
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of « more guarded conduct or a more conſcientious in- 


tegrity. Either the fear of the coaſequences affecting 
his character reſtrained him from avowing what he knew, 
dr (which I think more likely) he was miſled by the 
- clamours CR is ade ieee eee eg ese 
anne 1 | * 264 nx's 


wich reſpect bs oh accounts of the Nizamat, and the 


balance ſaid to be due from Mahomed Reza Khan for the 


collections made by him at Dacca during the life-time 
of Jaffier Ally Khan, it was certainly more in the power 
of NunDcomaR than of any other perſon to furniſh me 
with the fulleſt and moſt authentic State of both. Be- 
ſides an official and practical knowledge which be poſ- 


ſeſſed of the nature of the former, of which at one time 


he had the entire management, he had at this time the 


command of all the accounts of the Nizamut through the 


means of his Son e Goordaſs, who is the Dewan 
of that office. 80 9 +3 


He poſſeſſed ha 3 confidence of the hl Meer 
Jaffier at the time in which Mahomed Reza Khan was 
employed as Agent for the Dacca ColleQions, and had 


actually entered into a ſcrutiny of his conduct during the 
life of that Nabob, which mia produced the balance 


now ns; _ him. 


3 on theſe USE TTY Fri ever re- 
ceived from Rajah. NunpcoMas ſtand upon record, and 


they are ſuch as appear more calculated to acquit Maho- 
med Reza Khan than eſtabliſh. any proofs againſt him. 
Indeed be has lately offered to ſaxniſh me with very minute 


accounts 


A 
Ce ee — — 
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accounts of the Dacca Collections during the period of 
Mahomed Reza Khan's agency; but theſe were not put 
into my hands until the enquiry was cloſed, although he 
had taken other indirect means, I know not why, to 
bring them to the notice of the Board: and, as to the 
Nizamut accounts, although I have uſed every means, for 
upwards of ten months paſt, both with him and his ſon, 
which could operate either on their hopes or fears, to 


obtain them, they were not delivered till the latter end of 


January laſt, and were then accompanied with the pro- 
miſe of a ſeparate proof of embezzlement in the article 


-of exchange, which, after freſh importunity both from 
myſelf and from the Board, was tranſmitted ſo late that 


it arrived only on the roth inſtant; nor did this, more than 

| any other papers furniſhed by NUnpcox Ax, afford any 

thing like proofs, but only reiterated charges, without 
e or the leaſt aid that 8 direct us to one. 


I am at a Joſs to n the weeding which ru: 


the myſterious conduct of this man, as I am certain he 
is impelled by nothing leſs than a deſire to favour Maho - 


med Reza Khan. Tt might ſuit well with his private 
views to procraſtinate the iſſue of the enquiry, although 
it would be little conſiſtent with the credit or juſtice 
of your Adminiſtration to ' prolong it to a farther period, 
two years having been already conſumed in bringing it to 
a cloſe on our Proceedings. Many attempts indeed were 
made by Nunpcomar,' both in the courſe of this affair, 
and in the examination of Maha Rajah Shitabroy, to ob- 
tain a formal commiſſion for making a perſonal and local 
Inquiſition into the accounts of the collections depending 
on both ; but of this I diſapproved, knowing that ſuch a 
— es power 
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| power might be converted, and believing that in bis hands- 
it would be converted, to purpoſes very detrimental to the 


revenue, and oppreſſive to the people: it was propoſed to 
the Board, and by them peremptorily ne. | 


Notwithſtanding the conſciouſneſs which I poſſeſs of 


my own integrity, and the certainty that my conduct 
throughout this ungrateful buſineſs will, on the moſt rigid 
ſcrutiny, do me credit, yet I am not without my fears. 


I am aware of the violent prejudices which were taken 
up at once againſt Mahomed Reza Khan by all ranks of 
people both here and at home; I am alſo aware, that in 


England, where the very name of enquiry inta the paſt 


management of affairs in India flatters the paſſion of the 
times, and raiſes expectations of great and important de- 
tections, the reſult may baulk thoſe expectations, and turn 
the torrent of public clamour another way. In many 
of the private Letters which I received from my friends 
in England, I was warned to act with the greateſt caution- 
in this enquiry, as the confirmation of my credit with the 
public, and, forgive me for adding, WER eg Honour- 
able Cont, e upon it. Es 


: 


The magnitude of the * which were © ling 
againſt Mahomed Reza Khan, his reputed wealth, the 
means which that: afforded him both of ſuppreſſing evi- 
dence, and even of influencing his judges in his favour, 
and the natural concluſion deducible from ſo many exag- 
gerated accuſations, that ſome part of them at leaſt Was 


true, gave additional force to theſe cautionary intima- 
tions, and made me fear for the conſequences; not only 


eh ny * affeẽt my reputation, which it has been the 
: ſtudy 
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Rady of my life to maintain unblemiſhed, but as they 
might blaſt all my hopes from the continuation of your 
TO which 1 * ſolely on the credit Aan. 


It is polible that, on a riview-of the Proceedings, you 
may find ſome critical circumſtances diſregarded, ſome 
fats of conſequence. not ſufficiently traced through all 
their connexions or dependent events, by which the truth 
might have been more ſucceſsfully followed. I can only 
ſay, that I have never quitted this proſecution but for af- 
fairs of greater moment; and, although I ever bear the 


| moſt reſpeAful deference for your commands, and have 


never ſuffered my zeal to flacken in their execution, yet I 
muſt candidly own, that I never gave up a portion of 
my time to this buſineſs, without feeling a painful regret 
that ſo much of it was loſt to the care of your real in- 


tereſts; and how much of it I have beſtowed on that, 


your records in ENOTES AS e 


nnn. 


I muſt declare that I bave another motive ag my * 3 


| the dark and deceitful character of NunpcomaR, whoſe 


gratitude no kindneſs can bind, nor even his own intereſt 


diſengage him from the crooked politics which have been 


the Rudy and practice of his whole life. Of this I have 


had many very extraordinary proofs ; I ſhall ioftance 
4 nn 


r departure ſrom Fort St. George, when my 
appointment to this Preſidency was known, a meſſenger, 
expreſsly deputed from Munny Begum, came to me there 


wich Letters from her, entreating my protection, in the 
moſt 
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„„ 
moſt earneſt terms, both for her houſe and for the people 
of Bengal, againſt the tyranny of Mahomed Reza Khan, 
and referring me for farther information to Maha Rajah 
NunDcoMaR, from whom I received fimilar Addreſſes on 
the ſame ſubject, and by the ſame hand. The Begum 
has fince ſolemnly diſowned her having ever written * 


| Letters or authoriſed ſuch a commiſſion. 


| 3 3 time eee of his ſon to the 
bigh office which he now poſſeſſes; as Dewan to the Nabob, 
NUNDCOMAR ſeat draughts of Letters to the Begum, 
which he recommended to her to write to me, enume- 
rating the many encroachments which had been made by 
the Engliſh Government on the rights of the Nizamut, and 
claiming them for the behalf of the Nabob. Copies of 
theſe draughts, communicated to me by the Reſident, Mr. 
Middleton, and by other channels, are actually in my 
I truſt to his own genius to furniſh you with nearer 
* proofs in the repreſentations which he has already made, 
or which he way at this time . 1 * 


Mð experience of his charaQter bon never altered my 
behaviour to him, but in ſuch inſtances only, and ſuch 
have occurred, as required it for the public tranquillity. 
I have ſupported: the authority of Rajah Goordaſs even 
in oppoſition to the Begum, becauſe it was conſiſtent with 
the credit and dignity of your Adminiſtration, that the 


ſyſtem, which it had been thought proper on well- oonſidered 
grounds to appoint, ſhould be ſteadily ſ upported. | 
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1 have alſo, in many little inſtances, by my coun- 


tenance, aſſiſted the / perſonal influence of Maha Rajah 
NuNDCOMAR, and I have endeavoured to turn both his 


good and bad qualities to account for the advantage of 
the Honourable Company, in ſuch occaſions as could ad- 


mit of the application of either; but I muſt ſay, that I 


have been diſappointed in all my paſt expectations from 
him, and do not promiſe myſelf much benefit from his 


abilities in time to come, as the ſcene, in which he had 


ber dien ee of diſplaying —_ is now cloſed. 


| Whatever your relalution: may * concerning the fu 


6 Reza Khan, it is my duty, al- 


though I believe it unneceſſary, to repreſent, that, - what- 
ever reparation you may think due for his paſt ſufferings, 
the reſtoration of any part of the power which he before 


poſſeſſed will inevitably tend to the injury of the Com- 


pany's Affairs and the diminution of your influence by 


1 can 1 on iow je 


this Province. Even the pretenſions of the Nabob may 


prove a ſource of great embarraſſment, when he is of age 
to claim his releaſt from the preſent ſtate of Pupilage, 
which 2821 his aſſerting them. 8 
5 eee 
e SEG eee 8 0 
Brod e = "Your mol obedient ane 
| e ih, 9 8 we- faithful Servant, 
| _ "WARREN HASTINGS. 
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Extradts of Letters from Bengal relative to the 


Character of Maha Rajah Nux p co AR. 


Extradt of a Letter from IP Van Sittart, 


Eſq. dated at Fort William, the 16th Janu- 
ary, 1761. 
122 the opportuniy of addreſſing you the r2th 
L November by a Dutch ſhip, and duplicate per Onſlow. 
I hope the Court will approve of the tranſactions there ad- 
viſed of, and of which a more circumſtantial detail is given 
now. There are ſome, I know, who will endeavour to 
deſcribe every part of it in the worſt light poſſible, and pre- 
tend even to make it out, that the Company have not 
profited, nor are likely to profit, by their late acquiſitions. 
Such extenſive poſſeſſions are not to be reduced in a day 
under new regulations, but that their income will ſoon be 
great is not to be doubted. The difficulties that have oc- 
curred in the beginning in the Burdwan Country have been 
owing entirely to the diligence which ſome inhabitants of 


Calcutta have uſed in perſuading the Rajah of two maxims, 


both unjuft ; firſt, that his own power was great, and ca- 
pable of reſiſting ours; and, ſecondly, that it was our in- 
tention to treat him very ill, and turn him out of his Ze- 


mindary, in caſe of his ſubmitting himſelf to our r Govern= 
ment. | | 


| | Of the falſity of the firſt of theſe notions he has been 
convinced by the defeat given to his whole force by a very 
B ſmall 


6 0 
ſmall detachment of ours; of the falſity of the Fg he 
will be convinced alſo, as ſoon as-he hears of the diſcovery 
1 have had the good fortune to make of his ill-adviſers, by 


intetcepting a Letter going to him from Calcutta, This 


Letter, with the man's confeſſion, i is entered on Conſulta- 
tion the 23th inſtant. 3 WP 


. writerof it, is one of thoſe, who, being 
on bad terms with the Country Government, has lived a 
long time under the Engliſh protection. As theſe ſort of 
men are generally of a bad character, I truſted him with no 
part of my confidence ; ſo he had a mind to ſet up an autho- 
rity of his own. Roydoolub, who lives here on the fame 
footing, appears by this Letter to have been conceriied in 
the fame Correſpondence. © Thoſe who have been already 
promiſed our protection we are bound in honour to con- 
tinue to protect, and I will faithfully do it, keeping them 
however under ſo good a watch, as to put it out bf their 
power to prejudice the Company. I ſhall be very cautious 
how I add to the number of theſe refugees ; for it is at the 
ſame time deſtroying the authority of the Country Govern= 
ment, and e . 9 


3 chief - Aﬀociate of late hs 3 Is 
Fullerton, formerly a Surgeon in your ſervice. It was 
this Mr, Fullerton that bad the principal band in adviſing 
and penning the Minute entered by Mr. Amyatt in Con- 
ſultation the Sth inſtant, and ſubſcribed to Meflrs. Ellis 
and Smythe. He has always been at the head of a party, 
unleſs he could be at the head of the Government, which I 

think him by no means fit fats and therefore L have never 


s 2 


my oS thu gg a3 
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. 19 3 
et his-advice.. 1 made a Minute in Confuttation the 
12th, in anſwer to the before-mentioned, by which I be- 
lieve the three Gentlemen of the Council are convinced 
they have been miſled, I did not mention Mr. Fullerton's 
name in that Minute, but gave ſo apt a deſcription of him, 
that no one in Bengal can miſtake him. 


PIR 2. 2 1 * EY _— 4x i. — 2 R 2 
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Extract of General Letter, dated at Fort- 
William, the 16th Januaty, 1761. 


Par. 205. Y HE Preſident having had reaſon to ſuſpect 


the conduct of NunDcomaR, a perfon to 
whom we had given protection, and who was formerly e em- 


| ployed i in our ſervice in fome affairs with the Country Go- 


F 


vernment, narrowly watched his behaviour, and ar aft 
diſcovered a Letter from the ſaid-NUNDcoMaAR to the Ra- 
jah of Burdwan, by which it appears a ſecret Corteſpon- 
dence has fubſiſted between him and the Rajah; and like- 
wiſe detween the Rajah and Roydoolub. Inimediately, on 
the Letters being found, it was thought proper to place 
guards on the -perfons of Roydeolub, NunpcomaR, and 
their principal regen and te w_ their papers. | 


N 


In our Confultation of the 4 miles 


thoſe two perſons were called before us and examined, and 


their papers delivered over to Mr. Haſtings's inſpection, 


i 20 NO te the" whatever he finds relative to the 


charge agzinft them. We have great reaſon to hope we 
1 ede hidden ſources that gave 
B 2 | riſe 


e 20 
riſe to the Burdwan Rajah's unenpected rebellion, or at 


leaſt fomented it; and, that once ſtopt, we doubt not to be 
able to bring him back to a ſenſe of his duty. In the mean 


time we will continue our enquiries, and take ſuch mea- 


OR COU their 


intentions againſt us. 


f Extract of General Letter, dited at Fort- Wil- 


iam, the 23d February, 1761. 


E informed your Honors, in our laſt Ad- 
3 dreſs, of the ſuſpicions we had of Roy- 
l f NuxDcoman' s being concerned in a ſecret 
_ Correſpondence with the Burdwan Rajab, and others that 
were diſaffected to the Company, and that their perſons 
and papers had been ſecured, We examined into all their 
papers, and, nothing poſitive appearing againſt Roydoolub, 
the guard was taken off from his Houſe ; but of Nunpco- 


Par. 31. 


Man's intriguing againſt the Nabob's and Company's Go- 


vernment many proofs appeared, and ſtrong ſuſpicion of 
more, from the dark and myſterious terms in which ſome 
of the Letters are wrote. Tranſlations of the moſt mate- 
rial papers, together with all that paſſed on his examina- 
tion, are tranſmitted to your Honors in a book apart, to 
| which we beg leave to refer you; and as, in the preſent 
circumſtances, it is not in NunDcoMaR's power to do any 


injury to your affairs, nor can he leave the Settlement if he 


was ſo inclined, it being our protection alone that ſecures 


* 
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ut we ſhall fake you that the number re a not 


C 


Extract of General Letter, dated at ron · Wu 


1 | 
him from falling under the diſpleaſure of the Nabob, we 
have therefore contented ourſelves with giving him a eau; 
tion not to engage for the M1 in ay affairs which do 
not belong | to hin; | 


Extract of General LICE dated at Fort Wil- 
Has the 12th November, . 5 


Par. 5% u ſentiments, with reſpect to protecting 

the Servants of the Country Government, 
agree perfefly with yours. ' Thoſe who have received ſuch 
protections have proved in general falſe friends to us, of 
which the tranſactions of Roydoolub and Nuxp conax, 
mentioned in our Advices of laſt ſeaſon, may be eſteemed a 
proof; thoſe two do however remain under our protection, 


liam, the 8th April, 1762. 


Par, * O the 27th April laſt we received from Mr. 
Johnſtone, then at Jaleſore, a Pacquet of 


Linkin intercepted by one of his Chokies, which contained 


ſome Letters under the ſeal of Ramchurn, formerly the 


Banyan of Colonel Clive, then of Colonel Caillaud, and 


now of Mr. Van Sittart. Theſe Letters were addreſſed to 
5 | Canger 


By 


( a3 ) 


Camas Cons the Chief of the rebellious Zemiadars in 
the Patoa Province. In the ſame Pacquet were Letters un- 
der the ſeal of Camgar Cawn to Ramchurn in anſwer to 
the *forementioned, and ſome Letters to other perſons re- 
ferring to the ſame. Some circumſtances appeared upon 
the firſt enquiry which made us ſuſpe& they were forged ; 
we uſed our utmoſt endeayours to come to a certainty, by 
either diſcoyering the authors of the inventioh, or the rea 


Tity of the correſpondence, but could not ſucceed fo folly 


as we cou ld wiſh; time perhaps may bring it to light: in 
the mean while we haye ſent you our Proceedings in this 

enquiry ina ſeparate book of Conſultations, which conclude 
with the 0 opinions of the different Members upon the whole, 
Ic may not be i improper in this place to obſerve to your 
Hongrs, that the manner of doiog buſineſs in this country 
ſeems | to b be purpoſely « contrived to evade all enquiry ; 3 for 
the Letters are neyer goed, and are put under a cover, 
which i is ſecured only with paſte, and ſealed with a ſeal 
which any Engraver can counterfeit. Thus, on the one 
hand, a guilty man has it in his power to deny Letters really 
bis own, and, on the other, an innocent man is — to 


- be accuſed of having wrote Letters which he never ſaw; in 


ſuch caſes it is only from circumſtances, and the views 
Mg Ps can be 
formed, FL tit 6h 26:5 


13. The nent day, the 28th of April, ber charge 
3 againſt Ramehuro, of frauds id to be com- 
mitted by him in the firſt-payment of money ſrom Nabob 


Jaber Ally Khan, in conſequence of the Treaty made 


with him, as well as of ſeveral over-chatge is ſome ac- 
outs of camp-expences. - We have been Very! particular 


in 


we 


Ty ( 23 ) 
in out enquity” inte Ni affair; but have been prevented : | 
from coming to a final determination, chieſly on account 
particulars and proofs of the ſrauda, and which Ramchurn ; 
declares were never given back to him after the enquiry | 

which was inade into this affair by Meſſrs, Watts, Walſh; | 
and Scraftan, by Colonel Clive's order. Certain it is, | 
Colonel Clive kept Ramebura ſome months in diſgrace on 
the ſame information of theſe frauds; that be ſeized all his 
books and papers, and had them brought to his houſe; that 
the three books in queſtion, were among them; that he 
entruſted the examination to the Gentlemen before men: 
tioned; and upon a report of Mr. Scrafton's, of which a 
copy, a8 given us by Ramchurn, i is. entered in our Proceed- 
ings, releaſed Ramchyrn, employed | him again in his: ſervice 
and zt bis departure far Europe gaye him a gertificate 0 
his good behaviour, It is alſo well known, that the bags 
and bundles containing his boaks and papers were delivered 
back to him, but we cannot be certain Whether the three 
particular books wanted were or were not detained. | As no 
record 1s to be faund of the procgedings of the former en- 
guirys and, particularly. nd mention of what diſcoyeries 
were mage from thoſe pogks, we think that his former ac- 
guittal by Colanel Clixs is not ſufficient to free bim from 
farther proſpeution-z neither, On the other hand, are the 
Profs brought. by dhe infarmant ip ſupport of his charge 
ſufficient to prave the reality of phe fraugs, Hur opinion of 
which, must chiefly dopeng,on the trutb or falſity. of what | 
Ramchurn, alleges as to che, three books, and on the. parti- 
cular contaiged in the {gid.bogks. 38 to the artjeles in guel- 
Hon 1 mer ayer; Hangrs man SIR from 


B 4 . .. thoſe 


(24) 
thoſe gentlemen in England. We- tranſmit you in our 


pacquet our whole proceedings in this eaquiry in another 


ſeparate Conſultation- book, at the concluſion: whereof we 
have ſummed up the moſt material parts of the evidence, 
with ſuch other circumſtances as have come to our know- 
ledge for and againſt the Charge, from which, and your 
enquiries from the Gentlemen before-mentioned, you will 
be able to determine, whether there is ſufficient reaſon to 
proſecute Ramchurn upon this charge, or any part of it, 


and to direct us in what form to do it; in the mean time 


we have obliged eee eee 
n * r N 


16. Kn t aaithey to  affure your Ho- 
nors og this occaſion, that, if he had known Ramchurn had 
been ſuſpected of ſuch frauds, and that the former enquiry 
made thereupon could have been liable to any appearance 
of inſufficiency, he certainly would not have entertained 
him in his ſervice ; but he had not even a private informa- 
tion of any ſuch ſuſpicion uncil a very few days before the 
cbarge was laid before the Board. He had been confined 


the day before upon the receipt of the intercepted Letters | 


befoxe-mentioned, and was kept ſo 'till it appeared there 
were no ſufficient proofs againſt him, and till the informer 
ſeemed to be taking the opportunity of his diſgrace to pro- 


cure falſe witneſſes againft him. When the things ap- 


peared in this ſtrain, the Prefident thought the accuſed 
ought in juſtice to have equal liberty with the aceuſer 3 
and the fame reaſon has prevented his diſmifling him ſince, 
together with'the conſideration, that, if he was to change 
% hard" 10 find one free from 
9 


2 * 
8 888 
Q 2 . 5 7 LF 
Ad on $2.0 8 ww _»» 
YE * * b - LY LN 


Lne! 


* 


1 


R 0 n K @ 1- 


— 
4 


vw Aa 6 


GGW 


- = Qu 


( 25 ) 
ſuſpicions. / It is his care to truſt as Latte ee nay 
of bis ſervants, -and his having luckily a ſufficient know- 
ledge of the Perſian Language to read the Letters he re- 
ceives from the country, and ſee that thoſe written are 
agreeable to his intentions, leaves them little opportunity 
of interfering, | - \ -% # — 


To the Honorable the Court of Directors for 
Affairs of the Honorable United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the 
Eaſt- Indies. | 


- May lin one Hemi: EFF 
$ 4 n * # 5 Sk — * 
* % — >... * * 9 _ 


Par. 1. FT Hs is ES to accoinpany our Pro- 
: _ceedings in an enquiry. concerning a Cor- 
W ſaid to haye been carried on by Coja Petruſe, 


oy * * 


an inhabitant of this place, to the Company s great detrir 


ment, and the 2 — of diſturbing the tranquillity of the 
country, We cannot yet determine , whether the faid 
charge is 4 grounded or not, but ſhall uſe our utmoſt 
endeavours either to procure. proofs of the reality of the 
e or f the forgery f .. 
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jent to anthoriſe us to ſeize the of the aceuſed. 
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Extract of General Letter, dated en. wn. 


| Far. 262.7} N our Addrefs of the 8th Aptil, 1762, by th the 


g bar before us concerning: a Packet © 'of Letters Ropped on 
e oat to Cuttack, and ſald to be a Correſpondence be. 


by Ute ſhip we eranſiitie@ our Proceedings” zt length in 
the faick enquiry, x We remarked to your * Hopors i in our 
 faid Addreſs, that ſevetal ſtrong circumftances appeared 
to give reaſon to believe that the whole Packet was a for- 


1 
in caſes of this nature, and particularly what proofe are 


in nai Sed n 6 
May it ADA Abs; m 
' Your moſt faithful and obedient ” 


| . humble Servants, 
1 HEN RX VANSITTART, 
P. AMYATT, 


5 
„. 


Ff 7 
Fort-William, „ JOHN JOHNSTONE, | 
8 8th April 1762. : 1 W. HAY. 2 
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Godelphin, we informed you of an enquiry we 


ten Ramchurn and Camgar Can; and in our Packet 


gery # feels citcumſtandes appearing flnce to confirm the 
Kid belief, wo entered into a farther euutuination of this 


ar. matter, 


6 
wy a e ee wherein are likewiſe Gets 
the Godolphin Packet, © | This farther examination 
hag fully convinced us that the Letters were forged; and 
there is great reaſon to think that Nvnpcomar' was the 
contriver thereof, with a deſign of ruining Ramehurn. 
We cannot ſay there are ſuch direct proofs ns to fix the 
crime. upon him with an abſolute certainty; nor indeed is 
it pofible there ſhould be poſitive; proofs, while he and his 
Moonſhey, (the only perſons ſuppoſed to be preſent when 
the Letters were forged,) have reſolution enough to — 4 
n O54 *5; Son 45 nd ede | 


4 * 
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11 Cali PEEP the ſhine 
| e was convicted ſome time ago of carrying on a 
Correſpondenee with the” Burdwan Rajah, of 4 nature in- 
conſiſtent with his duty, aid nortful to your intereſt: We 
find allo, that the ſame Nowscomar was inſtrumental 
in carrying*oh a Cotreſpondenee between "the"Stiafizadih 
and che French Governor- Genera! befbre the capture 
Pondicherty. This information "was given to the Preſt- 
dent, and, by Him being fad before the Board, was proved 
by ſuch poſitiys' evidence as to leave no room to doubt 
ot the fad. Tue leaſt we but Eon co Aude upon  fuch * cri 
Was, hit bwororan, baths F ag” improper oor 
truſted with” his liberty 1: In 'your fetriement," And capable of 
doing michi if hel was mittel to g go out of this Pro- 
ince, eitder 10 the northward” or towards the Deckan, 
ſhould therefore be kept conffhed to his own bouſe, under 
"fo ſtrict 4 {Zuard” as 'to preveit Kis wi itiog or or receiving 
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ſame ſhip, we acquainted your Honors of our having re- 
rived from Mr. Batſon a parcel of Perſian Writings, ſaid 
to be Copies of Letters between the Nabob, Coja Petruſe, 
and others, of a dangerous nature, You will find by our 
ſaid Letter, and the Proceedings in our enquiry which ac- 
companied it, that we greatly ſuſpected this Packet alſo to 
de a forgery; which ſuſpicion grew ſtronger every day from 
the evaſions and excuſes of the perſon who gave theſe 
Copies. to Mr. Batſon, in complying with our demand that 
he ſhould produce one or more of the Originals. After 
waiting about four months, having reaſon to believe that 
the whole was a forgery, invented with a defign of making 
_ a difference between us and the Nabob, we ordered Mr. 
Batſon to ſend Byaram, the Company's Vakeel, who gave 
him the information, to Calcutta ; and at the ſame time 
we acquainted the Nabob, and his Deputy at Moorſheda- 
bad, with the whole affair, and the names of his two Moon- 
_ theys, from one of whom Byaram told Mr. Batſon. be had 
received. the Copies, and the other he ſaid had the origi- 
nals. Byatam being arrived in Calcutta, and examined 
| before the Board, declared the Perſian Copies. were brought 
him by the hands of one Budde O Din, a relation of the 
 Moonſhey ; and the Moonſheys, on their part, being exa- 
mined by, the Nabob's Deputy at Moorſhedabad, declared 
they never gave Byaram the ſaid Copics, or any other Pa- 
pers; and farther, that Budde O'Din was a perſon. ynkngwn 
to them, and a dependent of Byaram himſelf. If this laſt 
aſſertion is found, on farther enquiry,” to be true, we thiok 
"there is great reaſon to conclude that Byaram is a principal 
n W 
| | — 
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| Bude O Dia, whom we have not been able to fiad after 


the ſtricteſt ſearch z and therefore the enquiry reſts unfi- 
'niſhed until we ſee if the ſaid Budde o Din will be forth- 


175. Our Proceedings in this enquiry, as well as thoſe 


n 


Godolphin Packet. 


Extract of Separate Letter from the Governor 
and Council, dated at F ort-William, the 11th 
March, 176 5. 


Par. 8. AVING afterwards conſidered the arrange- 
ments and regulations neceſſary to be made 
in the Government, it was reſolved, on account of Najem 
o'Dowla's minority, and his entire ignorance in the affairs 
of Government, having been never in the leaſt engaged 
therein till he went up to the City about two months be- 
fore, that the whole charge ſhould not reſt upon him, nor 
upon NUNDCOMAR, in whom he had expreſſed an inclina- 
tion of repoſing his entire confidence, . Since then the whole 
truſt appeared too great to be placed in one man, and that, 
from former circumſtances in NunDCoMAR's conduct, we 
had much reaſon to diſtruſt him, it was thought proper that 
another perſon ſhould be appointed, at the Board's recom- 


mendation, in the capacity of Naib Subah, who ſhould have 


immediately, under the Nabob, the chief management of all 
2. and, no . ſo fit for this 
truſt 


. 61 5 

accordingly nominated for ĩt. Under this Nuib Subah it 
nues ſhould be divided into two or more branches, as might 
afterwards appear proper; and the appointment or diſmiſſion 
of the Miitfuddics of thoſe /branches, and the allotment of 
their ſeveral diftricts, be with our approbation z and that 


we ſhould alſo be at liberty to point out and object when 


improper perſons were employed under them. 
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ExtraQ of Letter from John Spencer, Eſq. 
dated at F ort- William, the. | 14 March, 


* 


Par. 8. x SHALL now proceed to make ſome Soforva- | 
tions on our tranſactions in conſequence of the 
demiſe of Jaffier Ally Khan, the late Nabob. 


ee ts ante cohorts 
eldeſt: Son in the Government, as pointed out by the 
late Nabob.  Centainly he is not equal to ſuch a 
charge, but as much ſo, or more than any of the Family. 
To have ſought for any one out of the Family might, as 
affairs are circumſtancod, have been attended with very evil 


conſequences to your affairs and the country in general, 


at this juncture, beſides the appearance of injuſtice it would 
wear; and what we have done is conſonant to your late 


Orders'to ſupport Jafher and his Family, This therefore 


2 n cane: 


much 
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eſpecially ally in thoſe of Nunpcomanr, whoſe evil 9 


tion to our affairs in general is too notorious to you and 


us; but, during the time of the late Nabob it was thought 
top 400 difeaſtful 4 meaſure to enforce his removal; we ſhall, 
within moderate bounds, if not prevail on the Nabob to- 
tally to remove him, which muſt depend on the Advices 
of our Deputies at Moorſhedabad, who are now there car- 
rying our Agreement with the Nabob into execution. 


. # © * . N 
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Extract of General Letter, dated at Fort- 
William, the 5th September, 1772. 


W Par. 13. Rente have been thought 


indiſpenſable upon the abolition of the 
„ A Guardian to the 


young Nabob, a Dewan of his Houſehold, and, for the 


| buſineſs of the collections, a Dewan of the Khalſa, - The 
reli of the late Nabob Jaffier Ally Than) Guardian; 


Rajah Goordaſs, the Son of Maha Rajah Nunpcomar, 
Dewan; and Rajab Rajebullub, the Son of the My 
Rajah e Dewan of the Khalſa, | ö 


14. The nomination of Munny . to 4 ſuperin- 
tendence of the houſehold and guardianſhip of the perſon 
of the Nabob is a meaſure from which we expect the hap- 
pieſt conſequences. Her known averſion to Mahomed 
Reza Khan, and oppoſition of intereſts to his, render her 


% 


1 
| 
N 
| 
: 
| 
! 
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(s | 
the fitteſt perſon to eradicate his influence in-the houſes 
bold; and her high rank and abilities equally. qualify her 
' to. repreſent the dignity of the family, without any dan- 
ger to the Company from ſuch, pretenſions as might be 
_ apprehended from any male relation of Jaffier Ally Khan, 
or from the ambition of any other man of conſideration 


{4 rs = mare 


| Extras of Letter en the Governor and Coun- 
cil, in their Secret Department, dated at 
Fort- William, the go March, 1773. 


COMPLETE ſet of our Proceeding rela- 
tive to Rajah Shitabroy forms a number in 
this Packet. There was not at the beginning any abſo- | 
| lute charge againſt him, but only a ſuſpicion ariſing from | 
<a diminution of the revenues of the Bahar Province: 
- this he attributes to the ſeverity of the drought, and the | 
conſequent; famine ; and we found his repreſentation con- 
firmed by a reference to the Correſpondence of Mefirs, 
Rumbold and Alexander, as well as by the ſubſequent in- 
. veſtigations of the Chief and Council of Patna and the 
Collectors of that Province, During the time, however, 
of his detention in Calcutta, encouragement having been 
given for accuſations- againſt him, Rajah NunDcouas 
and Rajah Deerijnarain produced a number of articles, 
amounting to 115,92, 679 9 3; but, upon enquiry into 
them, the greateſt part, amounting to Rupees 91, 41, 837 
11 6, we found to be entirely without foundation, and 
3 have fo far acquitted him, TIO 
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we have ſent orders. For, chat purpoſe to the Chief and 
Council of Patna; and; as in theſe articles Rajah Shita- 
broy is not actually accuſed of any miſconduct or embezzle- 
ment, but it is only ſurjniſed. that be poſſibly, may have 


| been guilty, we baue given bim .permiſſion to reſide av 


Calcutta or Moorſhedabad, as is moſt convenient to bim, 
till the receipt of their anſwer; but we did not think it 
proper to extend this licence to Patna, leſt his preſence 
there might occaſion an undue a: and oben the 
e we have ordered: | 


9 | | [8 
22 * n 


8 
* es 


1 . * — - — . — 
» _ a * 
4 7 2 


bim of oats B * Gotbrinas* and 


Council, in their Secret Department, dated 
at Fact, the 16th Augall, 1773. 5 


hr 9 


Par, 12. | 'E N you, in the 18th Para- 
graph of our Letter of the iſt March 
laſt kay this Department, by the Marquis of Rocking- 
bam, that we had made conſiderable progreſs in the en- 
quiry.againft Mahomed Reza Khan, but that we fore- 
ſaw-it would be a very tedious and troubleſome buſineſs, 
We have: gleat reaſon to continue confirmed in this opi- 
nion; for, notwithſtanding we have dedicated to it all the 
time that we could paffibly ſpare from the other indif- 
penſable duties of your Government, we have oaly yet 
been able to go through the firſt Article of impeachment; 
namely, the charge of his monopolizing grain during the 
famine. We have examined a number of evidences in 
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5 a 1 | 
they do — oraticlabte pet; un l. 
Nabod's guilt ; on ele contrary, the belief, wbieb pre- 
vailed in the country o his being concerned in 9 
that trade, ſhems in a' great degree to have taken if's' riſe h 
from the notious of the people, who, not having'#oeſs to el 
better intelligence, Viended and miſtook the/dutics'af Ma- 4 
bomed Reza Ehan's public ſtation, in the meaſures which ſi 
de purſued for the rellef of the City during the height of 10 
the famine, det the exertion of { fordid neee. _ 
2 . | A a | ac 
- „ Mahomed Reza Khan * 1 in 2 is to - 
this Article, avowing his innocence of the charge, point - fo 
ing out the meaſures which his public duty obliged him pe 
to take for the relief of the country at that melancholy FE 
conjun Gute, And detecting ga yariety of faltetocde and bh 
eee . e degolicions of the evidenees. This BP 
paper has not yet been- recorded on our Proceedings, nor po 
|. Have we thought it neceſſary to ſum the, provfs in this oth 
charge until et have * TO. the other articles (ef 
& accuſation POW IEP "22081 __ * 
3 210 en n e e 5. 
. Tbe Res A 18055 Ae ih ake bajanc ſhe 
whine lated againſt bim-during the two: years that he = 
collected the Dacca: Revenues under the Nabob: Meer p: 
Jaffier, Phis belance is grounded upon a Tahud, or, Con- 4 
tract, and a Kiſtbundee, which appear under Mabomed 7 
Reza Khan's Seal. In reply to the demand whicts ie eſta- bY 
bliſbes, Mabomed Reza Tuns ſets forth, that theſe. deeds | 5 
were extorted- from hin. by: viglence. at a time when, Pur, 
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Par. 390) 


Se G. N 9 
that they were afterwarde iovalidated- 61” fuperſeded by 
writings, which he produees, under the ſign manual of 
the Nabob Meer Jaffiet-' /Nunpooman, n the other 
hand, Conviciues!/tofdetty that the balance eflablihed by 55 
this Kiſtbusdeocis juſt lydue and recoveiable ſtom Mabo-—- 
ſiſtance of farther, lights or ꝓrpofs, the ly clue we hare 


left n af the truth, and upon 


to build a jndgement, is to obtain, if poſſible, an 


— the, actual colleftions made in the Province 


of Dacear fox theſe years We have, with this view, re- 

ſolved, that our; Preſident {hall call upon Nunpeomanr - 

for every nE and propf that he can produce in ſup- 
port of this charge, and: that theſe ſhall be given in truſt 


| to Me, Barwell, the Chief of Dacca,/ with full powers 


and inſtructions to trace and aſcertain,: either by: the lights 
which they may afford, or by any other means in his 
power, ſue as the acquiting of the Moffuſſul papers, or 
obtaining information fiom the antient Mutfuddies of the Dir. 
tnſcr, an exact uccbunt of thered? collections for the r/o hrs 
in which Mahomed Kea Kan Way che Nalb of Dicea.” 3 
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ROM the whole of een eee {oF 


cufations, to ruin Ramchurn z chat he has been guilty of 


burtful to the Company's intereſta, and iriftrutnental in 
conveying Letters between the Shah Tadahand the French 
Governor - General of Pondichery in ſhortz it uppearz, 
he is of that wicked and turbulent diſpeſitioh / that no 
harmony can ſubſiſt in a Toctaly Where he has the oppor- 
tunity of interfering; we chere moſt readily” concur 
wich you, that NuxncomAn is 4 perfor ichpropet to be 


truſted with his liberty in our Settlements, and capable of 
doing miſchief, if he is permitted to go out of the Pro- 


We ſhall therefore depend upon your” keeping fuch : 
watch over all his aQions, as may be che means of pre- 
venting his diſturbing the 8105 9 INNS. 6 or in- 


Juring | individuals ſor. the 2 97 4 T2 07. ee 
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38. A e Pact, ther b 0 0 | 
much reaſon to doubt the authenticity of the Letters, and 
eſpecially as the Preſident has declared, that no ſuch man 
as Cawn, Behadar, ſo.often mentioned in them, was ever | 


ſeen or. heard of by, him, nor any ſuch propoſal ever made 
£0 Kim 28 is therein mentioned; But as you deſire to be 


| _ authoriſe you. to ſeize the papers of perſons accuſed, we 
think it right to acquaint you in the where the 
accuſed are the ſubje&s of the Indian Princes, gest cat- 
tion and cireumſpection muſt be uſed i and, if actual proof can- 
not be procured, hat you have rdaſon to think 
well founded, you are then to endeavour to get fr 


perſon 
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d what meaſures. you may lawfully take in caſes of | 
this nature, and partieulatly what proofs are ſufficient to 


Sſuſpicion 
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encourage you to ' purſue fuch a meaſure, 
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an ee gar f int, you thiy Fad dt 
iv 1 6 bis employers, wi , Vith fuch evidence of his guilt 
"28 you - fhatt" be polled of.” The intercepting of Letters 
may, upon i wAE grounded fuſpiclon don, be in ſome meaſure 
Juſtified, but the ſeizing of papers N 
gelicste nature; aud, without the fulleſt and mot Cacif- 
factory evidence of the facts, and a certainty' of finding 
ſuch papers: as would authenticate ſuch — we cannot 
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Par 46. H E conduct of Nunpeouar, dee 

he has taken againſt Mahomed Reza Khan, 
appears to v4 very inconſiſtent aud unworthy, that we 
feel a repügnance to the tontinuance of bis Son in the 
high office of Roy Royan of the Province. And, as the 


acquittal of Mahomed Reza Khan warrants' us again to 


emrloy him, we direct, that, if he can with pro- 

priety accept of chat office, under the regulations and 
reſtrictions eſtabliſhed by our Preſident and Council, and 
wich the falary granted to Rajah Goordaſs for executing 
the ſame, he be forthwith "appointed thereto, and receive 


a proper Khellaut, and ſuch other "marks of diſtinction as 


are uſually conferred on natives on like occa 


ons. We 


mean not by this appointment to reſtore Mahomed Reza 


Khan to any improper degree of power, but merely to 
deal our” fatiofadtion” on finding bis farmer conduct has 


en ſo dusk better than we expected, 
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bes Antrim mario. A e, Nabe Ve can- 

I Province, 

we haye 

regringd., gf him e have. ne, bieten to, his being zy. 

bein bed 10 au, fig of. Jef impartaoce, if you ſhall. be 

of opinion thats h Behaviour has entitled him _ 
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 COMAR's. Son to the U of Dewan to the | 
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1 MabaRajab NunpeowAne: for.the office. pf Dewan 


to the Nabob's houſchold, The inyeterate., and rooted 
2 has long ſubſiſted between Mahomed Reza 


ban and, ND COA, and; the neceflity of employing | 
{the vigilange and.aAivity.of ſa penetrating a papa 


telact the deſigns of Mabomed Reza Khan, and to eragica 
that influence, which be fill retains in the Government 
of this Proving, and more eſpecially in, the Family, of 

the Naboby, are the ſole-motives, for this ce 
norable Company, in their Letter hy che Lapwing, 
0 ler, that boch. Mahomed Reza Khan, and every per- 
bon employed by or in conjunction with him, gr acting 
«6 under his inſſuence, ſhall. be direſed of any, farther 


. or influence, io. dhe and they far- 
. 5 4 2 | ther 
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„ 
ber dine; that uric ſemmtiay be made into his conduR 150 
2 Naib Subah, from the 
ſuſpicion oi his having been *equa]ly. e! inthe diſ- 
cee — it en 4 1 Lats len 
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1 ö very vide pt, from eee hs ew in- 


5 = | tentioꝝ o the Court of Directors to make an entire refor - 
dation ia the- Government of theſe: Provinces, and to 
wal begin with the abglition of that authority which had been 


eſtabliſhed in in during the courſe of the laſt ſeven years, 
ludeed, if this had not been expreſſed, it muſt neceſſarily 
baye been implied in æheir commands ; ſince it was not 


1 to be,expeRted, that aun Goverament 

YN effedtvally take place while ih influence of the former 
he ſublited, . The ſame man till Jately had the charge of the 
4 Nabob's hpuſchold, the ſole; application. of his vaſt ſti- 


pend, the adminiſtration of juſtice, and the colleQion of 
the .cevenyes. of the Province; in a word, every branch 
ol the Adminiſtration was centered in the perſon of Ma- 
homed Reza Khan. It is true, that his authority was 
much diminiſhed in the colled ions by the inſtitution of 
the Superviſors z, but he Mill retained an influence in maſt 
\ _ pats. of the. Province, and in ſome of his "ſecret power 
N was even ſuperior to. that of the Superviſor. In the 
direction of the Nabob's houſehold, he acted without 
check or controul 3 the Nabob's ſervants » were all of his 
appointment, his creatures and dependents; theſe ſtill con- 
tinue in charge of the Nabob's perſon, and in poſſeſſion 
of his mind, which. they may be naturally ſuppoſed to 
bend to ſuch inclinations and 1 ag may beſt ſuit | 
the views and OI. of their patron. ; 
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© Theſe reaſons will juſtify'the'nomination of a man ta 


ſupply the place of the late Naib-Subab, Who is known 


to be his moſt violent opponent, and moſt eapable of op- 
poſing bim. It is not pretended that theſs ende/are*to 


be obtained merely from the abilities of Rajah Goordaſs; 
| his youth and inexperience render him, although unex- 


ceptionable in other reſpects, inadequate to the real pur- 
poſes of his appointment; but bis Father 'bath all the 
abilities, perſeverance, and temper, requiſite for "ſuch 
ends, in a degree, perhaps, exceeding any man in Bengal. 
Theſe talents have heretofore made him obnoxious to 

Government itſelf, and therefore it might be thought un- 
ſafe” to'truſt” bim with an authority ſo near the Nabob, 
whom he might inſpire with his own ambition, and afliſt 
Vith the means of carrying it to the moſt dangerous ex- 
tremes. It is poſſible that this might be the caſe were he 


immediately and formally entruſted with the charge in 


queſtion ; and therefore jt is propoſed to confer it upon his 
| Son, who is of himſelf ineapable of making a "very bad 
5 uſe of it, and to allow of his acting under the influence 
and inſtruction of his Father, Who, holding no office un- 
der the Nabob, and being a ſubject of our Government, 
may de removed without eclat, or the leaſt appearance of 
. violence, whenever he ſhall be proved, or even ſuſpected, 
+ to abuſe bis truſt, and apply it to the deſigns burtful to 
the intereſts of the Honorable Company, | 5 0 
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e in dhe perſon of Rajah Goordafs, as x ee 

e moſt eligible to ſuperintend / the affairs of the Nas 

bob's houſehold, ang at the ſame time to complete the re- 

formation which the Company have thought neceffary to 

be made in the Government of this Country. Young and 
inexperienced himſe!f, without that temper of mind, which 

denotes ambition, no apprehenfions need be entertained 

of his making 3 an lunproper uſe of the authority wich \ which 

heis invelled; Jet, directed by the counſel of his. father, 

whoſe abilities, and inveteracy to the late Naid Subah, are 

wel} known, he not only muſt be deemed capable of - 


$1 262? 27 


charging, all the "functions. of his office 1 with applauſe, but 
muſt 


148 of: 10.7 


appear pariicufarly calcylaged to anſwer thoſe ends 
5 Honourable Company have in view by the total "Top- 
Preton of "that influence which has hitherto beep pl ce. 
in the perſon of Mahomed Reza Chan; and this without 
407 danger that ſchemes of ambition will be formed by the 
Father bimſelf, or, if formed, without a poſlibility of exe- 
cuting them, ſeeing that the power, from which bis con- 
ſequence 4s only reflected, will be fo circumſcribed, and 
wholly unable to ſcreen him, on the leaſt breach of dont : 
dence, from the juſt reſentment of thoſe to ure he is . 


nem he holde. 
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eedings of the Committee of Gir- 
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BS 75 tk: c ee the 26th of July, 
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wr — * Lawrell, 3 Gee, lay before 
5 5 2 1 Committee the following Minute, f in ſupport 
1 „ f'theix cent from ve Eee Propo 
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tothe TOE ment of Ra- 
| Mein to the "Office e of « Dewan of the Houſehold 
3 of the Nabob's Finances, is becauſe we 

in effect the appointment of Nonpcouan, whi 

pet to the : variqps accuſations inf , his political 
ondu; and the orders s which h have been i in conſequence 
received from fre from the Honoyrable the Court of Directory, 
—_ fande in ſuch 3 a predicament as to preclude, in our opinion, 
—_— = acquieſcence in the Preſident's Propoſition, . We crave 
—_ -.- the Patience of the Committee to peruſe thoſe teſtimonies, 
0 faithfully collected from tbe public records of our Governs 
| 8 ment, on 'which.we ground this One fcc batdst 
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pod September Tl he, Board, being now met, 10 con- 
2 as this acruſa- 
d v 1995 nom A 


* TT) fi 13 1 2 I. 


on Bo ET the A280 nd, it ' 2ppears, to be dlear- 
ly proved, by the teſtimony of ſeveral wine "corrobora- 
ting the declataion of: Gorichunt Battergee, that he, the 
aid; Garichunt, was not in Calcutta at the time Nuny- 
COMAR alleges i in his defence to have given * the Letters 
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-' Nunneouai; being therefore called in and acqusinted 
therewith, wüs aſked if he had any thing elſe to plead in 
his defence ; but is found to de able to urge 9 mate 


r 195300 018.03 * 7118 (J {9305026 
rial. N | © 


* 


1 * c - 8 2 8 
ernennen it; 1 * 19 : 141 $1643 ITE. £3 5 7 1 


: Queſtion being put, . Whether, from the rats 
tad, and the eyidence and depoſitions taken hefore this 
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they are able ito ſorm a judgement.on the ſubject of the a- 


8 er pe, eue es ener r, RL 1352 


3 
EW 4 2 #41 rn: 3 et 2 


_., 4th of Ofgber.— The Bard, having taken inte confi 


deration the whole.of the p 
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| no dire proofs of the charge rr 


evidence, that they had better defer coming to any final 


Wellem upon the matter j but; us it fully appears, from 

dle Tubje&# and ſubſtance of this enquiry, at Nunnco- 

| MAR isa man every way capable and inclined to create dif. 

 turbances in e e eee 

5 ten, the + Boar ate” of opinion, that he ougt W 
3 e ls bs e, 0 x 2 73 78 


— REE D. derbe, that 5 
houſe, under ſo ſtrict ene . eee 
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N. B. Theſe Proceedings, . 
bit, 22657, nd ending, s zich of April, x762, and 
continued again from the 3ſt of July, 176, to the date of 
the laſt Extract, contain charges againſt Nunn conax of 
forging the intercepted Letters with an intent to ruin 
| Ramchurn, and of being inſtrumental in conveying Let- 
_ from the Shah Zadak to the French Governor-General 
at Pobdicherry. He (Nunpcomar) was alſo convicted, 
in the cburſe of theſe Proceedings, of carrying on a trea- 
cherous correſpondence with the Burdwan Rajah and other 
chellions _Zemindars, no. were in arms againſt — 
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oute, . the 1 of Jul, aden 6 For the enmity 


er Nun ORC Ramchurn 
«© Ramchurn's emi; that treacherous 
Letter which NUnDcoMAR had written to the Burdwan 
« „nn. and of which he was fully convicted, before the. 
Boa, ate n ä use ee = 
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or injuring — for | the future. 


(44 „ 
bus as thoſe Conſultations. are vol umi inous, . As they 
ate at the ſame time open for farther reference and inſpec- 2 


| tion, if neceſſary, we have-contented ourſelves with ex4 


tracting the foregoing opinion of ee s general 

character; and indeed, ſeek for proofs of it where we will, 

for a ſucceffion of years, we find him uniformly delineated ; 
een b W ee | 7s 
K KK 


Extract . the 8 8 e — moi 
"their Preſident and Council, dated 22d Fe- 


ry 4 a > a 7 — 7 


btuary, 1764. 5 iid n 5 91 2H; 42 — 039 


ROM the whole of your t with © 
reſpect to Nokpeoman, there ſeems to be 


nd doubt of his endeayouring, by forgery and fatte teufä- 


Es 


tidns, to ruin Ramchurn; that he has been gdilty of cur. 
hing on Correſpondence with the Country powers hurtful. 
_ to the Company's intereſts; and inſtrumental in conveying | 
letters between the Shah Zadah and the French' Governor: 
Genetal of Pondicherry ; in ſhor᷑t, it appears he is of that © 
wicked and turbulent wiſpofitiin, that no harmony can fubſiſt 
in ſociety where he has the opportunity of interfering: 
We therefbre moſt readlly concur with you, that NUB. 

| cbMaR is a perſon improper tobe truſted with his Wiberty iu 
eur Stitlemients, and capable of doing ' miſchief if he is per- 
mitted to go out of the Province; either to the Nofthward or 


towards the Decan. We'ſhall therefore depend upon your 


keeping ſuch a watch over all his actions as may be the 


means of preventing his diſturbing the n of the publics 


& 5 an * 1 


Extfa& 
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Extract of WER Aftroff* > Narrative, recorded | 
on. Conſultation, the Ih of. Ogaber, e 


| A 8. the Major (Major Camac) continued prefling me 
very earneſtly, I acquainted him with every thing a 
had come to my knowledge, t to the following purport: 


One day, Hajee Abdulla, who fought f for Meer Cohn 
in Patna-Fort, and is now with the army in Rajah Nunp- 
coman's ſervice, informed me that Rajah /NunDeomatt| 
had been ſpeaking to him about making an agreement * 
Meer Coffim, whereby he (Nuno) would engage 
conſtantly to ſend him faithful accounts of all the tranſae- 
tions of the Engliſh army, on condition that be would ap- 
point bim to the Dewanny of the Province of Bengal, &c. 
Moreover he had ſer his ſeal toa blank paper, and given it, 
to a perſon to carry it to Meer Coflim, and write thereon 
whatever engagements might be neceſſary for his ſatisfac- - 
tion, and deliver it to him, I told Hajee Abdulla, I es, 
not a Hircarrab, that I ſhould. repreſent this matter to. the; 
Nabob 5 that Moorly Dur has the Office of Hircarrabg, 
and that he ſhould inform him of theſe particulars, that be 
might repreſent them to his Excellency... | Accordingly. 
 Hajee Abdulla acquainted Moorly Durr with the affair, 

whereupon: he ſent ſome of his Hircarrahs to apprehend the, 
people who were carrying the paper under NUNDCoMAR's , 
ſcal; but, azNunpcomar's people went away. the day be- 
Fore, the Hircarrahs. could not catch them. &+ Ginn 
when, Dundyaul Miſſar received the agreement from you 
and the Nabob, and was diſmiſſed to Rajah Bulwant Sing. 
6 Res Nunpconas n t in e in, 


Bat +; # £5. 
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| the following terms : . It is our of friendſhip, chat 3 
C this admonition; tell the Rajah it is unjuſtifiable and 


ct diſhonourable for him to tevolt from his maſter; theſe 
Gentlemen here are wavering in their 2 be fure 
« you fail not to mention this.“ "TPP Ya ie 
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Copy of «Pater ron Rejah Non peo AN 0 
Rajah Bulwant Sing, recorded on a 


tion, the 1 11th of October, 2764. # 


HAVE had the pleaſure to recelye your Letter e 
X hands of Dundyaul Miſſar. A treaty is now ſent you 
from hence under the care of the faid Miffar. I, who am 


ſincerely your well-wiſher, and look upon your proſperity 
as my own, write you, out of friendſhip, that your revolt - 


ing from your maſter and your duty is contrary to the rules 
of honour and juſtice. Here, that theſe Gentlemen are 

every minute changing their counſels, and purſue nothing 
with ſteadineſs, you ſhould not place any confidence in 
their writings or agreements. Dundyaul Miſfar acquaint- 
ed me fully with'the meſſage you ſent by him; and I have 
ſent you by his mouth the particulars of my anſwer and ad- 
vice, agreeably to my friendſhip for you; moreover, he 
has ſeen with' bis own eyes ; he will inform you of every | 
thing. You ſhould act conforniable Ny and believe : 


me to oy Yar Wer . Fe 
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Copy of a Letter to the honourable Prefidedtj 


"From Mr. Van Sittart, recorded on Conſul. 
- tation, the 26th af; Match, 1765. g 


what information E have received relative to Nuny- 
CoMAR's treaſonable correſpondence with the enemy. On 
RH, at Patna, in my way to camp, Meer Aſhruff, 
being introduced to me by Mr. B Billers, com complained much 
of the hardſhips he had ſuffered on account of his accuſa- 
tion againſt NunpcomMar, and begged that I would uſe 
wy endeavours to diſcover the truth; that he might be 
freed ſrom the imputation of falſehood, and his buſineſs 
freed from the obſtructions by which it had been long to- 
tally. put a ſtop to. I immediately aſked him by what 
means he had got Nuwpcomar' s Letter into his hands 


he ſaid, that, on the news of Bulwant Sing's. having paid 


a viſit to Sujah-ul-Dowla, and offered his ſervice to him, 
he wrote to Ramchund Pundit, his Gomaſtah at Benares, 
expreſfing | his Turpriſe at this his conduct, and deſiring to 
know the reaſon of it; his Gomaſtah, in anſwer, ſent 
him. Noxpcomar's Letter, which was given: him by. a 
Moonſhy of Bulwant Sing, and wtote bit that was the 
reaſon. In proof of this aflertion, I made him give me 4 
Copy of his Letter to Ramchund Pundit, and Ramchund's 
original anſwer, which; together with their tranſlations, l 


be his reaſon for never having ſhewn NuSdcomar's Let- 


ter to General Carnac ;z he intimated, that, looking upon 
him to be prejudiced in NuxDcomar's farour, he did not 
. chooſe to bew it him alone, but (aid he told him be had 

| | | ; Farther 


Ly to your orders, I now lay "Oe you : 


have here encloſed, (No.1& 2.) I then enquired what could 
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6 
farther proifs againſt Nuxncouan, which he would pro- 


duce in preſence of Meſſrs. Batſon and Billers; but the 


General would not conſent to any examination in concert 


with thoſe Gentlemen. Indeed it is difficult to conceive 


any other reaſon for Meer Alhruff's not having produced 


the Letter than that which he aſſigns, as I am well aſſured 


it was in his hands, Dottor F ullerton having told me that 
he had himſelf ſeen it, and actually had it in his poſſeſſion 


at the time when Meer Aſhruff was ſtrongly preſſed to ſign 


the paper teſtifying Nunpcomar's innocence. When 1 


ſet out for Benares, I carried Nunpecomas's original Let- 
ter with me; and, the firſt opportunity I had of ſeeing 
Bulwant Sing, I produced it to him, and made an enquiry 
of him concerning the authority of it: his evidence on 
that ſubject you will ſee fully from the encloſed Paper, (Ns 
3.) From the manner Meer Aſhruff has expreſſed him- 
ſelf in his Narrative, one would imagine Bulwant Sing 
had only told him that there was a perſon who betrayed our' 
ſecrets, without mentioning his name: but, upon my ma- 


king enquiry of Meer Aſhruff concerning this matter, he 


laid, that, after much ſolicitation from Shawbazbeg and 
himſelf, Bulwant Sing plainly informed them that Nunp- 
COMAR was the man, This account is confirmed by Doc- 
tor Fullerton in the incloſed Letter, (N* 4.) The Letter 
of Bulwant Sing, which Doctor Fullerton ſpeaks of, I 
have not at preſent by me; but I remember it contains no 
more than what Doctor Fullerton mentions, referring him 
for particulars to Meer Aſhruff and Shawbazbeg. Ne 5 is 
a tranſlation of part of a paper which I am informed was 
in the hands of Mr. Batſon's Moonſhy at Patna, before 


the Nabob Meer Jaffier ſet out from thence for Calcutta; 


it was Copied by Cummur-ul-deen, Sir Robert Fletcher's 
D | * 


WO 


( 2 
| Moonſhy, w who ſays that he before ſaw a Copy of the 1 
paper in the hands of Byaram Chowdry ; ſome farther ac. 
count of this paper may perhaps be obtained from Mr. Bat. 
ſon's Moonſhy and Byaram Chowdry. Anonymous as it 
now appears, I ſhould not think it worthy of the leaſt no- 
tice, but that it is in ſome meaſure confirmed by the fol. 
lowing information, which I received from Mahomed 
Gous Hafiz Iſrar Cawn, (Meer Coflim's head Moonſhy,) 
who came down with me from Allahabad, viz. in the 
Month of Sawun, (from the 24th of January to the 24th 
of February.) Mahomed Waris Sootaberdar, with two 
Hircarrahs, came from Lucknow to Allahabad in their 
way to Bengal; they had with them a Letter for Nunv- 
COMAR, given them by Cullun, a favourite ſervant of Su- 


jah-ul-Dowla and Naib of Huſſum Ally Cawn, with whom | 
Huſſum Ally Cawn) a Vackeel of NunDcomMaAR' has al- 


ways reſided, from the beginning of the War between Su- 


Jah- ul-Dowla and the Engliſh to the preſent Time. N*6 
is NunDcoMAR's original Letter to Bulwant Sing. Doc- - 
tor Fullerton has told me, that he believes he could bring 
twenty people who would ſwear to its being the hand-wri- 


15 Moonſhy of NuNDCoMAR. 
"Jams Ke. xy | 
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From Meer Abruf to Ruud Pundit, bis 
© Gomaſtah at Benares, dated 15th of April, 


1764. 


| ou well acquainted with the Treaty made by Ra- 
I jab Bulwant Sing, that he promiſed to act entirely 
in conjunction with the Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
Cayn to the Engliſh Gentlemen, and continue in a ſtrict 
alliance with them: accordingly a Copy of an agreement 
was made out and ſent to him. Now, that the Rajab, in 
Contradiction to the agreement, has joined with Sujah-ul- 


' Dowla, and is ready for war, what is the reaſon of it? 


What is become of the agreement he made with the Nabob 
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn and the Engliſh Gentlemen? 
It is requiſite you make a full enquiry into theſe matters, 
from the Rajah or his people, and inform me thereof ; for 
this affair ſurpriſes me greatly- Acquaint 0 without des 
lay. a 


From Ramchund P Pundit to Meer — 


T HAVE had e to receive your FIRED wherein 
you. write, that Rajah Bulwant Sing entered into an 
agreement with the Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawa 
and the Engliſh Gentlemen, to act entirely in conjunction 
with them: what can be the reaſon that, in contradiction 
thereto, he is now coming with Sujah Dowla, and is ready 
for war? that I ſhould make enquiry into this matter, and 
AS] you thereof, ——Sir, Rajab NUNDcQMaAR has written 
D 2 © 


| $2 ) | 
to Rajah Bulwant Sing, that theſe e are not firm 


to their agreements, and this is the reaſon of his having 
joined with Sujah-ul- Dowla. This Letter the Rajah has 
delivered to me; encloſed I ſend it to you ; thereby you 
will be acquainted with the particulars : this is the cauſe 
of Bulwant Sing's departure from his agreement. Indeed, 
when a Dewan, who has the management of affairs, writes 
in this manner, how can any one have cranky in his 
Maſter's agreements? | coma | ; 
The 24th of February, 1765, Rajah Bulwant t Sing be 
ing on a viſit to Mr. Marriott at Benares, I took out of my 
pocket, in the preſence of Meſſrs. Marriott, Taylor, and 
Polier, and ſeveral of the Rajah's own people, the original 
Letter which Meer Aſhruff accuſed NunDcoMaR of ha- 
ving written to the Rajah, and preſented to the Rajah, 
and at the time ſaid to him, Mr. Marriott and I are deſi- 
< rous of knowing whether, when Sujah-ul-Dowla was 
< preparing to invade the Bengal Dominions, you received 
«this Letter from NUNDcoMAR or not.” After reading 
the Letter he replied, <*© It would be a diſhonour to me to 
4c ſpeak a falſehood, and ſpeaking the truth may be atten- 
6 ded with ill conſequences to me; but, ſays he, (addreſ- 
< ſing himſelf to Mr. Marriott,) I will inform you by and 
„ by:“ accordingly, about half an hour afterwards, he 
told Mr. Marriott ſecretly he had received it. Mr. Marriott 
aſked him if he had written any anſwer to it ? he ſaid that 
he had; that he would look for it among his papers, and, 
if he could find it, would ſend it him. Immediately after 
I ſeated myſelf cloſe to the Rajah, and aſked him again ſe- 
( cretly whether he had received the Letter or not? he told 
ew that he had. I aſked him how Meer Aſhruff had got 
it into his hands? he told me that be ſear it to him. 1 
1 then 
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then ſaid, You muſt remember that at that time there was 
a negotiation on foot between you and the Engliſh ; Meer 
Aſhruff informed me, that, on the news of your having 
paid a viſit to Sujah-ul-Dowla, and offered him your ſer- 
vice, he wrote to his Gomaſtah, exprefling his ſurpriſe at 
your conduct, and deſiring to know the reaſon of it; and 
that his Gomaſtah, in anſwer, encloſed him Nunnycomar's 
Letter, and told him that Letter was the reaſon : pray is 
this matter of fact, or not? He anſwered, You are ac- 
quainted with all particulars already: what. occaſion is 
there for me to mention them to you ? I repeated my queſ- 

tion, — But i is what Meer Aſhruff told me matter of fact, 
or not? He ſaid, It is ſo entirely. [ then aſked him if he 
had received any more of ſuch ſort of Letters from Nunp- 
conax? He told me that he had received two or three, but 
that Sujah Dowla had received fifty. I aſked him if he 


had ſeen any of thoſe Letters which were written to Sujah- 


ul-Dowla ? He ſaid he had not; but that, being with Su- 
jah-ul-Dowla, he very well knew that he did receive them. 
[ defired he would let me have thoſe two or three Letters 
that were written to-himſelf: he told me, that he would 
look for them among his papers, and deliver them to Mr. 
Marriott, 


Benares, 
9 _ of Tony 1765. 


GEORGE VAN SITTART. 


What i is ena in this Narrative regarding Bulwant 
_ and myſelf I afſert to 10 fact. 


HBenares, 5 
26th of February, 2 RAND. MARRIOTT. 
D 3 Copy 


(Signed) 
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ber of * Follarton' 5 taker to u. Ya, 


Sie, Z 0 7 
-Dagn . | . b 9 40's 


SOLD 1 fend you a Letter received. from 
Bulwant Sing about the end of April, 1764, in 
which he plainly ſhews a kind of diffidence of our ſincerity 
In the manner of our treating, and that every thing that 
| paſſed among us was known to the enemy; and in thi 
Letter he gives this for reaſon, that there was fo many 


people employed in the management of the treaty with 


: + 


him, that he was at a loſs to know what to think of it. 


About the ſame time, at our Camp nh em 
AF infurnctme its hme. furpatly thi mold c 


 Nunpcoras and his Letter to Bulwant Sing 3 as he hath 


— Lact 90: your blader: 
I am, dear Sir, 
nl 
OS GE. Reo 
the 20th February, 1765. : 


w. FULLARTON. 
N. B. Both Shabazbeg and Adhruff agreed in their a0- 
count that Bulwant Sing had 2 2 eue 


MAR of ä 
w. FULLARTON, 
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DCOMAR wrote by his Vakeel to Sujah-ul- 


Ne Dowla, That if he would drive the Engliſh out 
« of the country, he would make him a Nuzarana of a 


« Crore of Rupees, and give up the Patna Province to his 
cc Pofleffion” ; but Sujah-ul-Dowla did not conſent to his 
defire; he therefore ſent his Vakeel Syed Roo Olla to Ho- 
ſun Ally Cawn, (Sujah-ul--Dowla's Aruzbeggy) with a 
note for ſeveral Lacks of Rupees, requeſting that he would 
uſe his endeavours to perſuade Sujah-ul-Dowla to his 
ſcheme. Hoſun Ally Cawn, with a view to enrich him- 
ſelf, made the ſtrongeſt repreſentations on the ſubject to 
Sujah-ul-Dowla, and at length prevailed upon him; ac- 
cordingly Syed Roo Olla is ſtill at Sujah-ul-Dowla's 

Court on this buſineſs, 


Extract from Conſultatien, Secret Department, 
4 16th March, 1765. 


Letter from the Deputation, Moorſhedabad, 
dated roth March. 


N a tay s or two we are in bln of complentinge; ſuch a 

ſtate of the preſent collections and diviſions of the re- 
yenues, as may enable us to propoſe to you the diſtribu» 
tion you direct; but, as it has been propoſed to place one 
branch in the hands of NunpcomaR, we think it neceſſary 
12 this be fixed to acquaint you, that Mr. George Van 
D 4 | Sittart, 
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Sittart, juſt arrived from the Army, has communicated to 


us ſome very corrobarative proofs of the treacherous corteſ- 


pondence imputed to NunDcoMAR in April, 1764, which 


may perhaps induce you to alter the intended partition of 


buſineſs. The facts as atteſted muſt for the preſent deſtroy 
all confidence between us and NunDcoMAR, and if fully 


proved, muſt expoſe him to the ſevereſt e of our 
Government. 0 


The Preſident informs the ROY: Mr. "ye Van 


Sittart arrived yeſterday in town, and that he had deſired 


him to produce the proofs which the Gentlemen of the 
Deputation mention him to be poſſeſſed of in their laſt Let- 


ter, concerning the treacherous Correſpondence imputed to 


NuNDCoMAR in laſt April; and he accordingly now lay 


before them the following Letter from and papers therein 


2 to. 


| (Here is | inferted Mr, Van Sittart's Letter and Paper 
already given.) | 


Read the Conſultation of the 11 Ofober laſt 


N Read alſo the following Letters from Meſſrs. Carnae, 
Batſon, Billers, and Swinton, containing the information 
* were then called Wan give on this ſubject. 


The Board again taking this affair into conſideration, 
from the circum/lances before them. it appears, ſuppoſing the 
charge io be fully proved againſt NunpcoMas, that it is ab- 
ſolutely unſafe, either for us or the Nabob, that he ſhould 
have any the ſmalleſt ſhare in the buſineſs of the Govern- 

it . 


2 Wan ts 
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A * 18 * that 5 be immediately call 1 to Calcutts, 
ans the enquiry into it here reſumed, 


| AGREED, dint * bee 
per repreſentation on the ſubject to the Nabob, and deſire, 
as the enquiry can only properly be made here, that he will 
ſend him down accordingly; that he ſhall have a fair and 
candid examination, and when the ſame is compleated his 
Excellency be fully adviſed and conſulted on the meaſures 
fill further neceſſary.— That the Preſident do alſo addreſs 
the Nabob on the occaſion, referring him ts the Gentle- 
men for particulars, and urging his compliance with the 
application to be made to him by them. That Dr. Ful- | 
larton as before mentioned, Meer Aſhruff, Ramchund 
Pundit his Gomaſtab, be called from Patna, and Hadjee 
Abdulla (mentioned in Meer Aſhruff's narrative to be ac-- 
quainted with this and other circumſtances of Nunpco- 
Mar's treachery) from Moorſhedabad, where we find he 
now is, to give their. perſonal evidences on the charge. A 
Letter is accordingly wrote to the Deputies, with a Copy 
of the Proceedings for their guidance, and a Letter to 
Patna for the three evidences. As the branch of the reve- 
nue intended to be allotted to NunpcoMAR may ſuffer 
greatly by his abſence, it appearing not ſafe to truſt ſo great 
a charge ſolely to the management of his ſervants or crea« 
tures, while his character Jays under ſo diſhonourable an 
imputation, with ſuch particular proofs of his delinquency, 


* 


| AGREED, | 


tay 


' AGREED, the Deputies be deſired to urge to the Nas 
bob the diſpoſal of ſuch allotment to other truſty ſervants, 
until we =o come to a 8 eb er Nunn. 
COMAR: | : 


N. B. The PU ſome ow refined complying 


with the Council's defire, and upon the Deputies applying 


for freſh orders the Council directed them, (Conſultation 


25th March,) hould the Nabob perſevere in his refuſal, to 
ſeize NunDCoMAR, and ſend-him'a priſoner to Calcutta, 


Extract of the firſt Letter from the Deputies at 


Moorſhedabad, dated 25th February, 1765. 


I found theNabob's mind greatly prepoſſeſſed with 


the ſuſpicion of our aiming to raife Mahomed 

Reza Khan to the Subahſhip; we ſoon convinced him how 
idle were his fears on this head, and how needleſs and ab- 
furd the ſteps we were now taking to ſecure him, in the 
moſt effectual manner, in the full and quiet enjoyment of 
the Subahdarry by the faith of the moſt ſolemn Treaty, 
if we actually had any ſuch deſign. This naturally led 
us to eriquire of the Nabob concerning the Perwannah he 
had wrote to Mahomed Reza Khan, forwarded in his Let- 
ter to the Prefident, under date the 29th inſtant, expreſsly 
forbidding bim to ſtir from Dacca, notwithſtanding he 
knew the purport of the Letter wrote by the Preſident, with 
the approbation of the Board, deſiring him to ſet out 
inimediately and meet the Deputies here, and after that 
; : En” he 


NSS. SS Lv =» = 


FIG 


214 B ca = 


2. 
E 


(9) 


he bad affured Mr. Middleton, that this Perenicas, whtek 
was fent ſealed up in that addreſſed for the Governor, 


| ſhould be expreffed in the ſame terms; this was fully proyed 
to have been dictated by Nunpcomar in W the 
Moonthee in preſence of the Nabob. - 


» * * 
a * * 9 2 * 


* * 
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Extracts from the further Letters of the Depu- 
ties at Moorſhedabad. One of the * of 


March, 
v E WER mentioned that we thought it it not adviſe» 
able to ſeat the Nabob on the Muſnud till Maho- 
med Reza Khan's arrival. The Nabob himſelf by no 
means expreſſed his defire to have it done till he arrived, 
and has ever fince ſeemed willing to defer it ; and it was 
done this day at our particular deſife. We could by nb 
ways account for the Nabob's backwardneſs to be ſeated on 
the Muſnud till this mornings when NunDcoMaRr, catne 
to us with a Perwannah to the Nabob, obtaining from the 
King through Shitab Roy, under the private Seal, in con- 
ſequence of the application that the Nabob had made on 
the death of his Father, promiſing his confirmation in the 
Subabſhip, and deſiring to know whether a Tent ſhould, 
as uſual 6h ſach occaſions, be erected without the city, 
where the Nabob might publickly, and with Gur rormant 
receive this mn of the gy" 003-4 | 


Nun e the keln, and explained the 


impropriety of ſuch a meaſure to the Nabob, who was ſo. 
eaſily 


6 6 


aby convinced, and ſo readily acquieſced in receiving the 
Government only from the Company, that we ſuppoſe it a 
meaſure put into his head by ſame ill- adviſers. If Sunnuds 
from the King ſhould ever appear neceſſary, we explained 
to the Nabob that they were to be obtained through the 
Board's application alone. He ſcemed perfectly happy 
with what had done for him, and fully content to reſt 
| himſelf __ the Board's advice * *** 
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That you may not be ſurpriſed that we have not jet ad- 
dreſſed you on the other points of your Inſtructions, it is 
neceflary you ſhould be acquainted, that we find it a much 
more difficult and more laborious work than we expeRted, 
to acquire ſuch a knowledge of the revenues, and their 
preſent arrangements, as is needful, before we can prepare 

for your ultimate deciſion ſuch an allotment of the collec- 
tions as may anſwer the intentions of the 4th Article of the 
Treaty z we are daily buſied in this matter, and have to 
ſtruggle againſt, every impediment which Nunpcomar 
and the Mutteſuddies under him in his Office can throw in 
our way, as few accounts ſeem to have been ſettled ſince 
the war with Meer Coſſim. It is neceſſary you ſhould be 
acquainted, that neither NunncomaR, the Zemindars, 
nor the Officers of the Cutcherry under him, made the u- 
ſual acknowledgements to the Naib Subah, though con- 
Hrmed in that employment by the public interchange 
of Treaties, till he was abſolutely ordered by the Nabob» 
four days afterwards, on our repreſentation. Such a public 
oppolition-to. the Board's meaſures appears extremely inſo · 
ent, and has greatly obſtructed our proceedings; and 28, 
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| in contradiction to the article of the Treaty in favour 

of Mahomed Reza Khan, he appeared ſtill a principal ad- 
viſer of the Nabob, and to be tranſacting buſineſs, and car- 
rying on Correſpondence, which only belonged to the 
Naib Subah, we thought it neceſſary, in preſence of the 
Nabob, he and the Moonſhy ſhould be given to underſtand 
the limits of NunDcomaR's authority, and that he was 
confined wholly to the collections. Such an intimation 
was the more expedient from the correſpondence which had 
been commenced with the King, and the other Officers 
of his Court, for procuring the Sunnuds. The Nabob 
has now acquainted the King with Mahomed Reza Khan's 
appointment, and we have fully made known to both your 
ſentiments as to the procuring Sunnuds from the King. 
NunpcoMAR has made a very unbecoming ſtruggle, in 
oppoſition to your orders, to retain the abſolute power he 
had aſſumed; and, if a watchful eye be not kept on his in- 
trigues, he will certainly embroil the Nabob's affairs, and 
reſume the power you have meant to place in the hands 
of Mahomed Reza Khan, as all the people about the Na- 
bob's perſon are alſolutely devoted to NunDcoMaR, and e- 
nemies to this change; and, though men of very low con- 
dition, we have reaſon to fear they have a very improper 
influence over the mind of the young Nabob, though he al- 
ways expreſſes himſelf to us perfectly happy in what has 
been done for him. Of the affairs of Bahar we have as 
yet no information, and have been told by -Nunpcomas - 
that there is no account hitherto come of thoſe collections, 
by which we might obtain a general idea of the whole. A 
Mutteſuddy, who was of the Patna Khalſa in NO 
Wires _ n. Croreof ve ge 
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Moorſhedabad, in anſwer to the Board's or- 
ders for perſuading the Nabob to remove 


Nunpconax, and ſend him to Calcutta, 


rr the Nabob bad the dependence be ought 8 | 
the Engliſh, he would not in ſo warm a manner be 


proteQting a man we muſt eſteem gn enemy to us, nor put 
his own. honor and the honor of at leaſt a ſuſpected trai- 
tor to_us on a footing. How ſhameful muſt it appear, 
that he ſhall heſitate to part with ſuch a man, or propoſe 
himſelf to accompany him to Calcutta l ſuch a ftep on 
his part would be placing NunDCoMAR in the higheſt 
point of view z it is putting his attachment to NunDco« 
MAR and us too much on the level; and his preſence in 
Calcutta, on ſuch an occaſion, would ſo over-awe the 
witneſſes, that the truth could ſcarcely be got from them; 
nor could fuch a proceeding but give a very low impreſ- 
fion of him through the kingdom, and throw the affairs 
every where into confuſion, and we doubt not will in every 
reſpe& ſeem as improper to you as it now does to us to 
admit of it. 3 t | 


| After all, ſuppoſing that b e 
cleared of that, the influence, it is manifeſt, he has over 
the Nabob, the conſtant endeavours he has uſed to ſecure 
hie own power, and thwart the plan the Board would 
have purſued, the reſentment he entertaigs bimſelf, and 
| not to mention the very great abuſes there appear to be 
in 3 ſerve only to confirm our opinion, 


and 
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104 that of the Bent how extremely dangerous and im- 


oper it is, that ſuch a perſon ſhould continue longer to 
be the chief adviſer and director of this young and unex- 
2 Pri T ince. 5 
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of view, the dangerous character and intriguing diſpoſi- 
tion of NUnDcoMaR, as well as his uniform diſaffection 
to the Company; they exhibit him accuſed of practices 
tending materially to prejudice the Company's affairs, and 
theſe committed not only when he was out of place and 
employ, but alſo when a concurrence of fortuitous eir- 
cumſtances had elevated him to the higheſt pinnacle of 
greatneſs that could be enjoyed by a ſubject in theſe pro- 


vinces. In the former ſituation, we find him endeavours 


ing, by forgery and falſe accuſation, to ruin individuals, 
guilty of carrying on correſpondence hurtful to the Com- 
pany's intereſts, and inſtrumental in conveying Letters 
between the Shah Zadah and the French Governor-Gene- 
ral of Pondicherry ; for all theſe miſdemeanors our then 
Adminiſtration unanimouſly adjudged NunDcomar de- 
ſerving of perpetual reſtraint, and the Honorable the Court 
of Directors confirmed the ſentence. In the latter ſitua · 
tion, at a time when mutiny and deſertion had ſpread 
their infection throughout our Army, and when a moſt 
formidable invaſion impended Bengal, and threatened the 


very exiſtence of the Company, we again obſerve NunD« 
 COMAR not only counteracting the views of the Com - 


pany's Government, to draw off Rajah Bulwant Sing from 


his alliance, which muſt have greatly weakened the ſtrength 
ef Sujah Dowla, by adviſing the Rajah againſt the mea- 


ſure, 


[ 64 
ſure, and declaring the Engliſh an unſteady people not to 
be truſted, but alſo labouring under a ſtrong ſuſpicion of 
being engaged in inviting and exciting Sujah Dowla ts 
commence the War, and in carrying on a correſpondence 
with the fugitive Meer Coſſim. The Board, in conſe- 
_ quence of the criminal light in which they viewed theſe 
tranſactions, directed NunDcomar to be ſent a priſoner 
from Moorſhedabad to Calcutta in March 1765, and 
actually ſummoned evidences from that place and Patna, 
in order to his being brought to a -trial.—This trial not 
having taken place, we conſider as an additional and core 
roborative preſumption: of his guilt ; for, notwithſtanding 
the Adminiftration which ſucceeded the one that re- 
"moved NUNDCOMAR was Compoſed of members who were 
well inclined to him, and diſpoſed to controvert every act 
and meaſure of their predeceſſors, yet even under this 
prejudice they did not preſume to acquit NunDcoMaR, 
but they thought proper to confine him to his houſe, and 
entirely exclude him from any ſhare in the Adminiſtra- 
tion; a deciſion which could only ariſe from an impreſſed 
conviction of NunncomaR's guilt had they brought him 
to trial. Beſides theſe circumſtances, of the higheſt cri- 
minal nature againſt a ſtate, it is well known that, in the 
negotiations the Preſident and Council had to tranſact with 
the Nabob Meer Jaffier in 1764, every artifice was em- 
ployed, and every difficulty ſtarted by NunpcomaR, that 


could tend to retard the progreſs of thoſe negotiations, 


and to obſtruct their being terminated for the Company's 

advantage. A ſimilar conduct is again adopted by him 

at the time of the acceſſion of Najim · ul-Dowla, where 

we find he ſtrives to thwart the views and oppoſe the in- 
S of the Compiny:in the Nabob's - councils ; Cir= 


_ cumſtances 


(6) 


eumſtances ſtrongly complained of by the poles at 
the city in their many letters to the Board above quoted. 
It may be argued, that in theſe inſtances he manifeſted his 


it was no proof of his regard or attachment to the Com- 
pany; and the latter qualities are directed to be conſidered 
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poſſeſſed of talents for intrigue, and a proneneſs to exer. 


8 
.- ww 


a Company's affairs, we can never eſteem a proper perſon 


to be choſen Dewan of the Houſehold, and Manager of 


the ſituation of our territories, both with reſpect to the 
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the inveſting ſuch a man with the fainteſt power, or the 
moſt diſtant opportunity of doing miſchief, equally dan- 


R 

0 gerous and impolitic. It can never, we think, be a maxim, 
_ | either in prudence or in poliey, to repeat a trial of the 
rd ſervices of a man whoſe bad principles are ſo very noto- 


rious, and who has been already proved to have repeatedly 


1 exerted them to the injury of our ſtate; and as it is not 
refuſed that the Son of NUNDCOMAR is to act under the 
: inſtruction and influente of the Father, we hope that we 


ſhall be juſtified in with-holding from him our ſuffrages, 


4 knowing that he has neither the abilities nor the reſolution 
to dare to FRI his gs s will. mo 

ns, 

y's Mahomed . Khan s power and ry in the 


country have been on the decline ever ſince the eſta- 
bliſhment of our Council of Revenue and Superviſors in 
the diſtricts, and with his diſmiſſion from all his offices 
W they have un expired; but, admitting 
* that 
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zeal for the intereſt of his immediate maſters, but ſurely - 


as eſſential requiſites in our preſent choice. A man thus 


eiſe them on all occafions, even to the prejudice of the 


the finances of a minor Nabob, eſpecially at a time when 


deſigns of the F eeuc and theſe” f the Marattas, render 


r 


| 
; 
| 
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; 
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that any relicts of them do till remain, and that the pr 
ſeat appointment would be attended with the defiratl; 
purpoſe of effeQually eradicating them, we thiak it would 
be purchaſing this object as too great an expence, were 
we thereby to expoſe the affairs of our Employers to the 
riſk of being involved in freſh troubles by the machins. 
tions of NUNDCoMAR ; more eſpecially as we can fit 
that choice upon ſome other perſon, who is equally, fron 
every motive and conſideration, the enemy of Mahon 
Reza Khan, whoſe character is fair and unblemiſhed, ai 
whoſe loyalty and attachment to the OE have bee 


repeatedly proved and never ſuſpected. 


We beg leave to conclude this Minute with declaring 


that we differ from the ſentiments of tbe Preſident « 


this point with pain and reluctance, ſenſible of the gol 
effects which muſt ever reſult from unanimity-in the con 
duct of the Company's affairs; but, when our ſenſe ofthe 
duty and fidelity we owe our Employers, of the exptch 
letter of their paſt orders, which we have quoted, and ou 
ideas of thoſe now before us, which direct, that we h 
guided in our choice by a regard to the public good ai 
the ſafety and intereſt of the Company, when conſiders 


tions, we ſay, of this nature influence us to that cop- 


trary way of thinking, we Batter 8 4 we ſhall de 
juſtified in diſſenting, | 1 5 8 


Coffimbuzar, Pi. N. DACRES, 
26th July, 1772. IAMEs LAW REII, 
1 5 J. GRAHAM, 
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The Preſident delivers i in the A Minute, 


—_— Prefident feels a reluctance to dwell any longer 
on a ſubje& which has divided the opinions of the 
Committee, and already engaged too much of their atten- 
ton; but he thinks it ineumbent upon him to fay ſome- 
thig in reply to the objeQions which have been made to 
bis propoſition, becauſe he apprehends that a very dif- 
ferent concluſion may be fairly drawn from the arguments 
which have been urged againſt it. His own inelination 
will induce him to confine himſelf within the fame bounds 
of candour and moderation, which the gentlemen who 
differ from him in opinion have ſo properly choſen, and 
which ought to be invariably adhered to, where the end | 
e OUR IT RE OY CO | 
nan od | | 


The Preſident has dlrendy decturel; that he nj, by 
the appointment of Rajah Goordaſs, that this Govern« j 
ment ſhould avail itſelf of the abilities and influence of : 
Rajah Nundcoman for the purpoſes affigned ; but it was 

his declared intention to exclude him from any formal truſt 
ES, in the Nabob's fervice, in order to guard againſt any at- 
VRELL, tempts which might be apprehended from his intrigues 3 
thus. leaving tbe Government at liberty to recal him 
whenever he ſhall be ſuſpected of applying the opportu- 
ning aſſorded him to ill purpoſes, without giving um- 
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brage to the Nabob, eee | 
him from our authority 
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The Preſident does hot take upon him to de 
5 character of Nux pcou An; his ſentiments of this 
man's former political conduct are not unknown to the 
Court of Directors, who, he is perſuaded, will be more 
inclined to attribute his preſent countenance of him to 
motives. of zeal and fidelity to the Service, in repugnance 
perhaps to his own inclination, than to any predilection 
in his favour. He is very well acquainted with moſt of 
the facts alluded to in the Minute of the Majority, having 
been a principal inſtrument in detecting them; neverthe. 
- leſs be thinks it but juſtice to make a diſtinction between 
tze violation of a truſt; and an offence committed againſt 

our Government, by a man who owed it no allegiance, nor 

was the actual ſervant; and miniſter of à maſter, whoſe | 
intereſt naturally ſuggeſted that kind of policy, which 
ſought by foreign aids, and the diminution of the power 
of the Company, to raiſe his on conſequence, and to e- 
eſtabliſh his authority. He has never been charged with 
any inſlance of infidelity to the Nabob Meer Jaffier, the 
.. conſtant tenor of whoſe politics, from his firſt acceſſion to 
miſter, that they may be as fairly aſcribed to tlie one as to 
the other.; their immediate object was beyond queſtion the 
- aggrandizement of the former, though the latter had ulti- 
| mately an equal intereſt in their ſucceſs}? The opinion, 
vhich the Nabob himſelf entertained of che ſervices and 
of the fdelity of * n, appeared in the 
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His conduct in che — Adainifiretion appears: 
not only to have been diQated by the ſame. principles, 
but, if we may be allowed to ſpeak favourably of any 
meaſures which oppoſed the views of our on Govern- _ 
ment, and aimed at the ſupport of an advetſe" intereſt, 
ſurely it was not only not culpable, but even praiſe - 
worthy, He endeavoured, as appears by the Extracts 
before us, to give conſequence to his Maſter,” and to pave 
the way to his independence by obtaining a firmaun from 
the King for his appointment to the Subahſhip ; and he op- 
poſed the promotion of Mahomed Reza Khan, becauſe he 
looked upon it as a ſuperſeffion of the rights and authority 
of the Nabob. He is now an abſolute dependent and ſub- 
jet of the Company, on whoſe favour he muſt reft all 12 | 
panics mn RENE 3 yy * Hr, 


But, wa may have * che cnt: 6 FER 
NuNDcoMAR in a different ſtation, and on former occa- 
fions, the Preſident cannot form an idea of any danger, to 

which the Company's intereſts can be expoſed, by his in- 
fluence with his Son in the Office which is now propoſed 
for the latter. No ſituation of our affairs could enable 
the Nabob, or any perſon connected with him, to avail 
himſelf, by any immediate or ſudden act, of the flender 
means which he has left to infringe our power or enlarge 
his own; he has neither a military force, authority in te 
country, foreign connexions, nor a treaſury. - A deſign _ 5 
of ſuch a nature, if ever practicable, can only take effet 
by a long train of concerted events, and muſt be the un- 7 
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interrupted work of years; but, 2s it has been repeatedly 
remarked, the Father having no truſt or autbarity, nor 
the Son abilities equal to ſo great an enterpriſe, the 
ſlighteſt ſuſpicion will be ſufficient to woe hae, 
and fruſtrate every hope of the kind for e xd or yin Toft 
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With reſpe& to any other perſon who may be nomi- 
pated: fbr this. .charge, the Preſident declares, that he 
bas fixed his choice upon Rajah Goordaſs, from the tho- 
rough. convxiction that no other will be found equally 
qualified to anſwer the particular purpoſes of that appoint - 


"To conclude, —At a different ſeaſon, and under other 
circumſtances, the Preſident would acquieſce in the argu- 
ments which have. been urged againſt his recommendation, 
He mould be very ſorry to ſee NunncoMar become the 
Miniſter of a rival Power becauſe of his abilities ; he thinks 
they may be moſt uſefully employed i in the ſervice of our 
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